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INTEODUCTION, 


A Petition on behalf of tlie King and Eoyal Family of Oude, 
■^vho have been shamefully despoiled of their kingdom and 
revenues, has been recently presented to both Houses of Parlia- 
ment, and it is not coneeived possible that so glaring an injustice 
can be perpetrated in tlie face of Europe as that the inquiiy simply 
sought, as the object of this Petition, can be ■withheld or suppressed 
by the interests or persons implicated. Wlien this inquiry is 
obtained the truth will be known, which has been so carefully 
and ingeniously concealed from the British people. It will be 
seen how persistently they have been Icept in the dark as to a 
process of exliausting levies tending to confiscation ; as to the 
nature of an interference calculated to a nicety to embarrass and 
obstruct, -without assisting a dependent government ; and as to an 
alliance so insidiously interpreted as to subvert the very dynasty 
it affected to sustain. It will be seen how falsely a pretended care 
for a native race can be made the e.vcuse for thwarting their 
inclinations, while appropriating their substance ; and how, con- 
sulting our own objects alone, we can enforce a revolution to which 
they were adverse, and can thrust upon them our rule because 
we coveted their rupees. It will be seen that while the indignant 
denunciations of Burke and Sheridan have become a species of 
lost tradition, w'e can still parallel the acts of Hastings ; that the 
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story of “ The Begums of Oude” is not without a sequel , and 
that we ha>e not yet Dutbved the evil days of corporate rapacity 
and proconsular violence It will be seen what worse than 
equivocal deeds may still be committed in the Enghsh name, in 
reliance on our natural indifierence to transactions out of our 
observation, and almost beyond our scrutiny , and it wiU be fully 
seen, when a full investigation is granted, how worthless is that 
apology contrived in the “ Oude Blue Book” by official ambition 
and pnvate interests, possibly only half conscious of tbeir con- 
spiracy, but certaihly calculatmg on the ignorance of Enghsh 
readers The truth in its full and autlicntie form has yet to be 
revealed , and, as a preliminary to inquiry, it is here proposed to 
give a compendious history of the spoliation of our faithful and 
unresuting Ally, designed m contravention of existing treaties, 
without reasonable cause, with signal ingratitude, in completion of 
a purpose long chenshed, and consummated by an act of nolenco 
which IS now defended by well digested calumnies and auUiontativc 
slanders Tlie terms n hidi arc here employed may appear strong, 
but their import has been deliberately and senoiuly considered, 
and their proof is forthcoming in a substantial form hereafter, 
but for the present it is restneted to certain of the points m 
question One very considerable point shall be mentioned at 
once \fhen the officials of the East India Company were com- 
piling their reports of the nun of Oude, m answer to the require 
nitnts which tliey knew how to interpret, and while tliey vied with 
each other in reprcsonlmg its revenues ns foiling — lU army 
disorganised — its landholdcn in rebellion — its culuvnton im- 
poicnshod— in some places Its fertde lands relapsing into a 
desert, and its industnons ryots sold off into slavery, when they 
slated Uiat 40,000 ploughs had disappeared from a single district, 
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vrhich could not by any possibility have contained them,* and that 
the districts generally were given up to crime, havoc, and anarcliy, 
by the misrule of a government at once imbecile and corrupt ; — 
when they tlius spread tlieir vague indictment so as to cover the 
whole land, from die palace precincts to the coverts of the jungle, 
and substantially described an entire people as brought low and 
becoming wearj' by means of the multitude of their oppressions 
and miseries, — this fiction of official penmanship — this Oriental 
romance, as it can be otherwise proved to be, could not, to the 
evident surprise and discomfort of its propagators, be reconciled 
to one simple and obstinate fact, — that the people of Oude, never- 
dieless, preferred their omi country to the contiguous territories 
of the East India Company. Notwithstanding the alleged induce- 
ments to emigrate, notwithstanding the obvious facilities to 
emigrate, which existed on three sides of them, this perverse 
population would not (^ime forth, in any appreciable numbers, to 
give a colour to the case of the Indian officials.f They preferred 
the slandered regime of their native princes to the grasping but 
rose-coloured government of the Company ; and those who had 
actual experience of both, to the number of some 50,000, 
employed as Sepoys by the Company, were accustomed to leave 
their property, wives, and children behind^them, to send home any 
wages they were able to accumulate, and eventually to return 
themselves when their term of sendee had expired. Since, how- 
ever, that the territory of Oude has come under the dominion of 
the East India Company, 4,000 individuals J have departed from 

* “ Oude Blue Book,” p, 8 ; and '“Keply to the Charges against the 
King of Oude,” p. 22. Calcutta. 

t The official bewilderment at this circumstance will be referred to 
hereafter. 

^ “ Reply to the Charges against the King of Oude,” p. 57. Calcutta. 
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Lucknow alone, it is alleged that pronsjons hare nsen, that 
crime has increased,* that the soldiers of Otide dechne our semce, 
and that its inhabitants are indisposed to our osaumed sovereignty 
The facts which are filtcnng through die Indian press, as gradually 
as its dependent position wiU permit, are answering the charges 
contained la the “Oude Blue Book,” or, in other words, they 
obliterate the only excuse of which these fictitious charges 
were the scaffolding, — that the people were miserable, and 
required a change of goicrumeut. ^hen, moreover, we arc 
assured that the British oilicets, as they entered the country, 
could hardly b^liere their eyes at the signs of high cultiration 
and of general prosperity which they saw around them, we 
have further evidence to the *ame effort in conflict with the 
Annexation pretext But the fallacious bearings of the Oude 
Blue Book” will be csamioed in some detail in their proper 
place in this scandalous history Ileis uoir propo'eil to 
give a summary statement of our treatment of OuJ© from the 
earliest date , to dispel the calumnious charges which were the 
foundation of our recent proceedings, to show that from first to 
last, in our treatment of tlus unhappy country, we hare been out 
raging moral equity, and in our lotest act hayo yiolated inter 
national law, and thus, that there are the dearest grounds on 
behalf of the dispossessed faiml}, either for an Address to ifer 
Majesty, or at least for an inquiry by a Comm ttec of one of the 
Houses of Parliament. TIiosc who raise the quesljon hero arc 
prepared and resolved to pursue it, and nro content to abide 
by the tsfue of an appeal lo toiler ngf/sA People 

• Krrtjr to tie Charga tgausi tie Kirg of Ou-lv " ji 57 
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THE SPOLIATION OE OHDE: 

CHAPTER I. 


6no's\’ixG now thk company ^rAl>^ acquaintance with shogjaii-ood- 

DO\AX.VIl'S RUPEES, AND HOW QUICKIA' TIII'A' IMPROVED THEIR INTI- 

MACY "WlTn HIS TREASURES -VND TEItRITORY. 

■ The kingdom of Oudc is situated at the root and in 
the heart of the Indian peninsula." Interposed between 
the Ganges and the Himalayas, it comprises about 24,000 
square miles, and contains 5,000,000 inhabitants. Its 
population is bold and warlike, and furnishes the best con- 
stituents of our Indian armies. Its fertility is so remark- 
able among the principalities of this prolific region, that 
it is commonly spoken of as “ the Garden of India and 
its national revenues have been in fitting proportion to its 
productiveness. The East India Company, ^Yith that dis- 
cernment which has ever distinguished them, turned its 
capacities of everj' description to their profit fi’om an 
early date. Not only have they drawn their best troops 
from its peasantry, but they have taken a large portion of 

* “ The kingdom of Oude is bounded on the north and north-east by 
“ Kepaul; on the east by the British districtof Goruckpore ; on the south-east 
“ by the British districts of Azimgiurh and Jounpoor; on the south by the 
“ Britisli district of Allahabad ; on the Eouth-Avest by the Doab, including 
“ the British districts of Futtehpoor, Camipore, and Fmrukliabad ; and on 
“ the north-Tvest by Shahjehanpoor. It lies between N. lat 29° G' — 25° 34', 
“ and 79° 45' — 83° 11' E. long. ; is 270 miles in len^h, from south-east to 
“ north-west, and 160 in breadth. The area is 23,923 square miles ; popu- 
“ lation, 5,000,000, being 2505 to the square mile.” — ill. M. Mitssechood- 
deen. According to the Post Office authorities, Lucknow, the present capital 
of Oude, is distant from Calcutta 619 miles. It is a fine city; and reminded 
Reginald Heber of Dresden. Its arcliitectural and other characteristics are 
fairly described in that apocryphal narrative, “ The Private Life of an Eastern 
“ King.” 
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its revenues for professing to defend its princes uith this 
very soidiery. Oude has been simultaneously their re- 
cruiting ground and military chest, their fiscal tributary 
and bank of advance. By subsidies, loans, exchange^, 
and other devices, it is computed that they have drawn 
from it, since their connection with the province, a sum 
of not less than fifty millions sterliny. Up to the day 
when they ruthlessly wrung the neck of the royal goose, 
this was the rate at which it laid them golden eggs. 

The process hy which this was managed is higUy in- 
structive, and its explanation requires an extended historic 
statement Before wc Icnetp of its existence, Oadc iras a 
countiy of ancient traditions, and the scene of India's 
earliest romance. In the first great Sanscritepic, “the 
“Ramayana," it is the residence of a splendid king and an 
heroic people, and its capital, Ayodhya or Oude, is filled 
with gorgeous accessories.* Of Its authentic history from 

* Tbe fotiawins is (b<! description from "(be nvnsrana,” (Aten $s ntarlj 
as poemble &oa Cirey a trsnshtion ^ 

" The atreets aad sUcys of the city were ndmmbly diapoaod, sftd the 
"pnacipal etreeta nrUnstcroi It was bemti/led with pmlcna, toniSoi 
“with gstc^ crowded with chanolecnsndtMwcnptT* fumiAhod with arms, 

“ adorned with banoeri, filled with dancipg girls aoii dancing men, crowdol 
“ with elephants, horses and chariot*, merrliant# and amlnaas'ton from 
" various countnes It rcecnibkd a mine of jewels, or the rtwdcnce of Sn 
“ The walls were ranegated wiih djreni aorta of gema like the diTwIons of a 
“ chess board, the houses formed one cootioacd »w of equal height, rteottod- 
“ ing with the innsio of the tabor, (ho twung of the bow, and the aacml 
“ sound of the Vcila. It was jierfiunol with ineense, chajKts of flown*, and 
“ artidiw for somflee, hy their cNloar cheering iho heart " 

la this city of well fwl hapi^ peojlc no cno jrractuio! a calling not hi* 
own, none were willioul relation*, tho men loved their wivw, the women 
were faithful and oboLent to ihetr busbnn b, tv> one was withiait ramng*, 
no one went tinjiorfumnl so nrahmao waawiihnut the coodant firotandiio 
man gave less than a tliouwia.1 nipeu to the Hrahman* This city was 
purdnl I 7 Warner* as a moantain den by lions fil1e<l with ihorww from 
Kamboya anl other pLtciw, an I eteihanta fron tho Mnhys ar i lliinaliva 
mountains, and govcmeil a* Iiklra governs lus city, l-y llasaratha, chief of 
the race of Ikshw^u. 

Th s king was p-Tfrcify sktlfeil in Ui» Veils* an I ^ ptsnga*. (rlovitl by 
hu people a great eh.motn'r, an I constant 10 nacnfce Ilia eourllen wera 
sriso, capallo of orvlersiamlmg a aoil, and consUntly dcvotnl to him. Fight 
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this date "we know Tery little, bnt at the close of the twelfth 
century, after the conquest of Canouj by the Mahomine- 
dans, it was subdued by Kntbuddin Aibuk, Viceroy of 
India, for Mohuinmud Ghori, Sultan of Ghuznce, It 
thenceforward became an integral part of the realm of the 
sovereigns of Delhi, and on the conquest of the empire 
by Baber, was easily subjugated, hir. Macaulay, in a few 
clear and discriminative sentences, has traced its fortunes 
in connection with that empire’s dissolution. — 

“ Some of the gi'eat viceroys, who held their posts by 
“ virtue of commissions frOm the Mogul, ruled as .many 
“ subjects as the ICing of France or the Emperor of Ger- 
“ many. Even the dej^uties of these deputies might well 
“ rank as to extent of territory and amount of revenue 
“ nith the Grand Duke of Tuscany or the Elector of 
“ Saxony. ^ * MTierever the viceroys of the 

“ !Mogul retained authority, they became sovereigns. They 
“ might still acknowledge, in words, the superiority of the 
“ House of Tamerlane, as a Count of Flandms or a Duke 
“ of Burgundy might have acknowledged the superiority 
“ of the most helpless driveller among the later Carlovin- 
“ gians. They might occasionally send to their titular 
“ sovereign a complimentary present, or solicit from him 
“ a title of honour. In truth, however, they were no 
“ longer lieutenants, removable at pleasure, but indepen- 
“ dent hereditary princes. In this way originated those 
“ great Mussulman houses winch formerly ruled Bengal and 
“ the Carnatic, and those which still” (written in 1840), 
“ though in a state of vassalage, exercise some of the 
“ powers of royalty at Lucknow and Hyderabad.” 

Brahmans are mentioned as chief counsellors, two as chosen priests, and these 
appear to have been his prime ministers; six otliers were also in office. 
“ Surrounded by aU these counsellors, learned, faithful, eminent, seeking by 
“ ■wise counsels the good of the kingdom, Dasaratha shone resplendent as the 
“ sun, irradiating the world.” 
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It was in the position just described, and for which 
they were certainly not indebted to the Company of English 
merchants who built Fort William on suflerancc in 1699, 
that the latter princes, thus onginally potential, commenced 
their fatal relations with the East India Company.* 

The circumstances under which they were first in- 

* For the sate of eonvemmce, we eabjcnn the fotlowiBg table of the so^ e» 
reigns of Oude, side hy side with the kadwg datoar ia the iustoiy of the East 
India Company — 


AD 1711 

SaadaC Kbaa 

„ 1739 

Suffler Jung 

„ 1736 

Shoojah ood Dowlah 

1775 

Asoph-ood Doirbh 

.. 1797 

Ytzier Alhe (Spa- 
noTis, a&ddisplai^ 
ra frTOurof^dat 
Atlie) 

, 1798 

Saadat AQi* 

i> 1814 

Gliaico ool-deen 
Ilydcr 

„ 1827 

Euasecr ood-deeu 
Ilydcr 

„ 1837 

^lohummud Allie 
Shah 

1842 

Soorye a-Jsh Am' 
jQd Alhe Shah 

„ 3847 

Wsjid Alhe Shah 


la A D ICOl Quocn EliaU-th 
granted a cKirter to a eorajany of 
perchaote to traili. to ths East lo- 
dica. Jn lC3f this company obtsmod 
an tn^[>enaJ fiftDiin from fhoFinpcror 
Shah Jehan to trade ivitb Ihmgal by 
«a and io ratiMuh a tietery la 
1G6S pmoivion to the 

toropaay by lb* muio pnnee to trade 
throughout the proMoet of IhognL 
Io 16^ the coTOTony of merJjaoU 
entertainol an amaincot to iiuua> 
tiin Uicir ri^hu In 16iS Jonre wm 
ohiaiBcd from the Subadar of Iteagal 
to parohiae the pouDl on which 
Calcutta now ttands In IfilO lort 
WiQiara was coaiiJi.tnL In 1717 
the OPinpony ollAintsl an impcml 
confinnetion of all thiirfortncrpn 
tihgCT, and eontimicd to conduct 
ibcir comoicroid affairs with sikccto 
until 1756, w!i n Rraj ool Itowlih 
succcvdol hu graadJathcr, Ah Vcnli 
as Subadar of IV-npJ, an I in conv>, 
quenco of (lovcrnor llrake iLiriug 
refused to gi\c up a nattre who kui 
tied with hts wraith to Calcutta he 
attacbol aoi cartarcl the plic.* 
Calcutta WM T’.takro cn il e 2nil of 
January, 1757, sn I T>-)» 

lah hanng Biarche<l towarl* Calcuifa 
to opproo l)ie Fftgiob »*» 
ph-triy routol I r Lonl Clire, siwl 
tlM fi»f Irraty wa» roncUlol I'e- 
tween the comjMy of m rtharts 
(radirg to lh% l-ist In L-w stvl ^raj 
CMkl llowUh, of Iksgal 
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eluded iu its toils arose out of the Company’s dealings 
•with Bengal, from the Subadar of which, in 1698, it had 
avowedly purchased the ground on which Calcutta now 
stands, while it had really prepared a fulcrum from which 
to overturn India. The Company had supported an 
aspirant to the throne of Bengal, for the consideration 
which afterwards became so familiar in their various 
treaties, a large sum of rupees, amounting in this instance to 
one crore and seventy-seven lacs, when the victory of Clive 
at Plasse}’, on the 23rd June, 1757, gave elTect to their 
bargain, by installing their protege and annihilating their 
antagonist. The protege was removed in 1760, on the 
plea of incompetency, and a successor set up, who was 
also deposed, whereupon protege No. 1 was reinstated. 
The only name among these unfortunate favourites of the 
Company which is at all material to our present purjjose 
is that of the preferred and rejected No. 2, Cossim Ali, 
who, after sustaining a series of defeats in contending 
against his deposition, fled to Shoojah-ood-Dowlah, 
Nawaub of Oude, and involved him also in the incon- 
venience of friendly relations with the Company. Shoojah- 
ood-Dowlah, in the first instance, espoused the cause of 
Cossim, and marched his army into Behar ; but coming 
in contact vsith the forces of the East India Company at 
Buxai', on the 23rd October’, 1764, something- less than 
one hundred years ago, he was there defeated, and Avas 
eventually compelled to enter into a treaty for “ perpetual 
“ and universal peace, -sincere friendship, and firm union” 
with the East India Company, which by this means 
inserted its syphon into his treasury, and unsealed the 
precious fountain of his coveted rupees. This treaty was 
concluded on the 16th August, 1765. And, in addition 
to the payment by the Nawaub of £500,000 for the Com- 
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panys expenses for winch it stipulated it prepared tie 
Wuzier for a further senes of disljursemeat&, as the 
natural consequence of the “fnendship and * firm union 
to which It tied him Thus the second article of (he 
treaty" provides for mutual oflensivc and defensive arrange- 
ments, and that, “ m tftc casg of the Zjngluh Company's 
* forces hemg employed Ig Uts Bighne*s, the extraohdinary 
" expense of (he same to he defrayed by him The case 
was, of course, pretty certain to occur , -wliile the expense 
was fated to become “ ejtraorrfinan/ m a very dificrciit 
sense from that professedly contemplated It was neces- 
sary, however, to prepare the victim for tbo ordinary 
incident of excessive and incessant levies, or to fit tho 
prey for the expectant maw, by a phraseology, winch, as it 
were luhncaUd it for its gradual but entire absorption 
Tins was simply tho Cr«t step , but tho process thus 
begun was never from that moment interrupted and tho 
ayplion then inserted never ceased to flow By tins 
slender thread the kingdom of Oudo vtts gradually drawn 
into tho meshes of tho Company, was taxed and im- 
poverished, enmped tethered, and tormented, until it was 
presumed to bo ready for final annexation Tho process 
was singularly stealthy and protracted, for it was not 
assisted by any imprudence or insmeenty on the part of 
tho rulers of Oude Hioir good faith was never success 
fully impeached, and ot this day their goal services 
arc admitted by their worst enemies Not one letter, It 
is said among tho many hundreds which were interccptctl 
subsequently, contained aught that could raise tJio slightest 
suspicion of their fidelity and attaclimont * But three 

• On the eontnrx a Jrnft alsoal iflastratioo «t tt-fvr goal tu'fc »»* 
af'ordett in tlu» way f«r years later to 171? when l*o emirtirva. l«*fm 
cf 4 ecrUin Jeller from ffw Eiceneney to Ify^ ‘•all the firttef ct Tln*^ 
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years after the above treaty Avas signed, rumours, which were 
afterwards ascertained by three members of the Council 
to be without foundation, reached the Indian Govern- 
ment to the eflect that the Nawaub of Oude was levying 
forces in order to oppose them. A correspondence accord- 
ingly took place, and explanations were freely given ; but 
the Company improved the occasion by exacting an ad- 
ditional engagement, by which the "Wuzier was restricted 
from entertaining a force exceeding 35,000 men. This 
restriction, which of course rendered him less independent 
of British assistance, was the second step in the stealthy 
process, and it followed in three years on the engagement 
for “sincere friendship and firm union” with the ally 
whose power it tended materially to diminish. This re- 
striction, however, was commended to the Nawaub by 
the accompanying engagement that, so long as it -was 
observed by himself and his successors, the East India 
Company w'ould not introduce any addition to its pro- 
visions. That such apparent securities accompanied 

Siiltan, were seized by tlie English authorities at Luckno-«-. On ascertaining 
the contents of this letter, the Resident was satisfied that it ■was in answer to 
one sent to His Excellency from Hyder Kaik, in wliich that chief had written 
as follows; — “ It surprises me to find that your Excellency, wlule possessing 
“ BO large an army and such ample resources, should submit to the yoke of 
“ the Christians. It would be more advisable for your Excellency to attack 
“ them on your side, while I assaU them on mine, and by our united efibrts 
“ destroy them.” The intercepted letter contained this answer ; — “Fanaticism 
“ in religion is for those who have relinq^uished all interest in worldly affairs ; 
“ but it would be culpable in persons who, like us, have relative duties to 
“ perform towards thousands professing a totally different religion to our 
“ o'wn, to show a preference for one sect over another. As for that large 
“ army and those ample resource? which you have heard that I possess, they 
“ are maintained for the purpose of being employed against the enemies of 
“ the East India Company. Do not, therefore, expect me to use them other- 
“ -wise.” The Resident, having thus become aware of the contents of the 
letter, obtained permission from His Excellency the Nawaub to forward it to 
the Governor-General of India, in order that His Lordship might also be 
convinced of the sincerity and truth of His Excellency’s friendship. — M. it/. 
ilusseehood-deen. 
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most stages of their intercourse tras not, however, as 
practically clelusiTo as might be supposed , for such en- 
gagements would soon be estimated at their correct value, 
if on the part of the Company they were consistently and 
invariably broken That such was the ca«e in this instance 
we shall have many illustrations, and the first of the«c wc 
shall come upon in the incident next to be mentioned 
The Court of Directors had repeatedly urged upon the 
Indian Government the importance of acquinng the 
fortress of Chunar, and bad directed that no fit opportunity 
of obtaining that object should be omitted * Chunar had 
been retained by the British, under the seventh article of 
the treaty of 176o, as a guarantee for tho pa)inent of tho 
half-milhon sterling payable by its sixth article , but when 
this sum bad l>ocn paid, there xvas no longer nnj pretext 
for keeping it in their hands, anil it was nccordiagl; again 
given up to the 2\aM-auh StiJI the desire of the Cotiipiny 
to possess It Jiad not diminishci} m consequence of their 
temporary occupation, but they coveted a permanent 
retention of the sccunty, in addition to the rupees winch 
the) had already pocketed So a pretext was devised for 
getting Chunar into tlicir bands, and, simiiltancousl), for 
retaining the fort of AHababad, which, whdo it was in 
their occupation the Emperor of Delhi had made oier, in 
1771, to tho Nawaub of Oude, and tho pretext devi«c<l 
was simply “ tlio better to enable the East India Company 
‘ to a$iist ITii Jli^J ness vnth their forca for (he prrirna- 
“ fwn of 1 IS dotnmions' It appean that the Mnhnttas 
were then threatening Oudo through Ilohilctind , that ii 
<0 say, Oudo was firvateoed to tho north stul irw/, vhth 
Allahabad and Chunar were Situateil to the ttmlh and east 

• ‘ Uitnm to IIoo.,. of Iiorili ofTVv^lxa »o<1 Irircfo 

East Ittlrt Cocaituiy »bJ N»ti»e roven In Aus Ac " (lSo3) jx S5 
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The reason for appropriating these jjlaces as a matter of 
strategy is not, therefore, as obvious as the diplomatic 
inducements for their transfer. It is not quite so clear 
that their surrender served the interests of the Nawaub, 
as that their, occupation promoted the ends of the Com- 
pany. Nevertheless, by a couple of treaties, both dated 
the 20th of jMarch, 1772, Chunar -was taken and Allahabad 
■\vas kept; and thus, duiing the lifetime of Shoojah-ood- 
DoM'lah, two steps were taken in advance of the treaty of 
August, 1760 ; that is to say, his forces were restricted, 
his forts were appropriated, and he was so far prepared 
for further' exhibitions of the “ sincere friendship and firm 
“ union,” the .complete fruition of which was reserved for 
his successors. 

Shoojah-ood-Dowlah accordingly was not at his ease, 
for the firm union was beginning “ to draw ” after the 
manner of an adhesive blister. He therefore sought an 
interview withWarren Hastings, who had become Governor 
of Bengal in 1772, and discussed a revision of existing 
treaties, to which the circumstances of both parties at this 
time predisposed them. On the one hand, at the period 
of Hastings’ assumption of the Government, the East India 
Company were in one of those normal crises of their state, 
in which, having absorbed largely from the substance of 
India, they had spent all their income, and were strugglin.g 
with a deficit. The finances of Hastings’ government were 
in an embarrassed state, and to take the history of his acts 
at this date from Mr. Macaulay, “ this embarrassment he 
“ was determined to relieve by some means, fair or foul.” 
The language of the eminent historian so admirably 
describes the conduct of the Governor at this conjuncture, 
that we adopt it as an indispensable portion of our 
own narrative. According to Mr. Macaulay, “ the 
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“ orders ^vcre to bo carried into cfrcci, tliey never pcr- 
“ ceived tbc gross inconsistency of -wliicli they were guilty. 
“ But tbc inconsistency M’as at onco manifest to llieir 
“ Lieutenant at Calcutta, who, wtli an cm]ily treasury, 
“ with an unpaid army, with his own salary often in avrear, 
“ with deficient crops, with govcrninont tenants daily run- 
“ ning away, was called upon to remit home another half- 
“ million without fail. Ilastings saw that it was absolutely 
“ necessary for him to disregard cither the moral dis- 
“ courses or the pecuniary requisitions of his cnijdoycrs. 
“ Being forced to disobey them in something, he had to 
“ consider what kind of disobedience they would most 
“ readily pardon ; and ho correctly ju^lgcd that the safest 
“ course would be to neglect the sermons and to find the 
“ rupees.” 

Now Shoojah-ood-Dowlah possessed rupees, but lie 
was our firm friend and faithful ally. There was no excuse, 
therefore, for taking them from him against his will, as 
Hastings did take from the Nabob of Bengal, at this con- 
juncture, half the income of di320,000 a year, guaranteed 
by the Company, and as he also took from the jMogul, on 
the plea that he was not independent, the districts' of 
Corah and Allahabad, which had been given to him by 
the treaty of the 16th of August, 1765. With respect 
to the latter piece of plunder, the sequestered districts, 
the difficulty remained that they were so situated that 
they could be of no present use to the Companj". They 
might, however, be of use to Shoojah-ood-DowIah, who 
was thereupon induced to purchase them for about half a 
million sterling, and the stipulations for this jmrpose were 
included in a treaty of the 7th of September, 1773, dated 
at Benares (“ Parliamentary Return of Treaties, &c.,” p. 
57), by which our favoured Ally was also allowed to 
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assujno tLo title of Wuaer of the mouarch/ of Hiudos 
tan, “just, says Jlr Macaulay, “as, in the last century, 
“ the Electors of Saxony and Brandenburgh, thougb in 
“ dependent of tlie Emperor, and often in arms against 
“ Inm, ivero proud to stylo tbemselyes Ins ‘ Grand Cham 
“borlam* and ‘Grand Marshal Thero was much 
economy, if not foresight, in transfemng these districts, 
with title to hoot, to tho particular purchaser, seeing that 
in less than thirty years, by tho treaty of 1801, the Com 
pany were able to exact from Saadat AUie, a successor of 
Shoojah ood Dowlah the very provinces which the latter 
now purchased of them, for 50,000,000 rupees, or 
£500,000 sterling It is true that for the present they 
guaranteed “ that, m tho same manner, as tho province of 
“ Oude and the other domimons of the Vizier are pos 
“ sessed by him, sa shall he possess Corah ani Ctirrah and 
** AUahahad for eier He shall by no means,’ says tho 
emphatic treaty, “and under no pretence, bo liable to 
‘ any obstructioua vu tho aforesaid countries from tho 
“ Company and tho English chiefs, and, exclosivo of the 
‘ money now stipulated, no mention or requisition shall, 

“ by my means, be made to him for anything else on this 
“ account ’ Requisition, ncvcrtbcle«s, was made to bis 
heirs and successors to surrender the lands Mhicb he had 
bought and paid for TJie moneys worth followed tlio 
money itself, and like a well trained pigeon, returned to 
its former oimcr, without inrabdatiog tho original trans* 
fer It has been said, orientally, m a sort of proverb, that, 
at least, “ curses resemble «!uch fowl, inasmuch as they 
“ invariably como home to roost In this instance, 
the pretended blessings di^laycd a power of returning 
themselves, and by coming homo, left the beatified empty 
But at this date they wore seemingly a rca'onable excuse 
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for a furtlicr dip into the treasury of Shoojnh-ood-Dowlah ; 
while they were ingeniously and opportunely conferred as 
a part of that revision of existing treaties which he himself 
had solicited. As we said, Shoojah-ood-Dowlah was at 
this time uncomfortable. lie had found a sufficient 
source of anxiety* in the “ sincere friendship and firm 
“ union ” with which he was honoured. His army was 
restricted ; his fortresses were occupied ; by every fresh 
arrangement he was brought more directly under the 
influence and control of the East India Company. If 
their forces were not indispensable to his support, at all 
events it was an inevitable consequence of the alliance 
that they should bo quartered upon him, and that he 
should pay their “ expenses.” Foreseeing this, nith the 
resolution of an unhappy man who wishes to take a full 
measure of his calamity, it was his object to ascertain 
how much he woidd have to pay henceforth for services 
thus obtrusively rendered. Therefore, in the treaty which 
provided for the cession of Corah and Allahabad, he ob- 
tained a proAUsion, entitled a security against “ disputes,” 
that he shotdd pay for a brigade, at the rate of 2,10,000 
Sicca rupees per month,"**^ and that, “ exclusive of the 

* It appears that this was irrespective of tlio atrongeincnt bet^veen 
Shcojali-ood-DowIah and the ComiKiny for tlio famous expedition for the 
subjugation of the Roliillas, -whicli has been so eloquently desaibed by hir. 
hlacaiday, in liis article on tVarren Hastings. Before tins date, rve have seen 
that Oude rvas threatened from the direction of Kohilcund by the Malnattas, 
and, according to M. M. Musscehood-deen, “after the conclusion of tliis 
“ treaty, the Nawaub Shoojah-ood-Dowlah required the force in question for 
“ the conquest of the KohiUa country. jVftcr the Eoliilks had been subdued, 
“ but before the troops received orders to return, Hawaub Shoojah-ood-Dowlah 
“ died, and the army remained in possession of that princip.ality. ThehTawaub 
“ had also promised to pay, provided the Eohillas were conquered, a further 
“ sum of fitly laklis of rupees, besides the pay of tlie troops. This is more 
“ explicitly set forth in Sir. nestings’ letter to the Hawaub, and the latter’s 
“ answer thereto.” The following is a translation of the letter addressed to 
II. E. the Uawaub Shoojah-ood-Dowlah by 'Warren Hastings, and dated 22nd 
April, -1773 : — “ In rejfiy to your letter, authorising the Honourable East India 
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“ above-mentioned sum, no more should, on any account, 
“ he demaiided of him." This treaty, as we stated, was 
concluded on the 7th of September, 4773, at Benares, 
and it was followed by a proojedin^, on the part of Shoo- 
jah-ood-Dowlah, by which he provided against its infringe- 
ment in his lifetime, — that is to say, in the year 1775 he 
died, and so escaped the further demands of Ids perti- 
nacious Allies. 

“ Compaar to umih3{Lta and exUipito the ItoliUlas, if they refuse to par the 
“.'ij^eedtum offorQr lakhs of rupcea, I br^ leave to inform you that in case of 
thciT complying mth your tciincst, and placing you in full poscssion and 
entireccntrol of their state, wiU your Excellency promise to pay the amount 
“ of fifty laiha of rnpecs to the Ilonontable East India Company, m eonsidera- 
•1 tion cithissmice? As this enm will enable the Company to discharge the 
tnbute they owe to the Ciogof Delhi, and thus nhere theioselres fwn 
“ the existing embamssmeDta upon their finances '' Ihe Nawaub wntes to 
'n'erren Hastings, on the iSth Norember, 1773, as foUowB — In an inter- 
Tisv which took place between os at l^nares, it was fixed that I should 
“ pay a nm of fifty bklB of rupees to the East India Company, and by the 
“ aid of its troops punish the ItohiUas, and expel thorn from the eoontiy " 
Here, then, is endcnce of a special bargain for the particular sernee, and 
which was independent of rate per laooU) to be paid for a Bngade, as 
stipulated by the treaty 
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CIIAPTER II. 

snovcTsa now the co^r^.^^•T it.usr.D Tinnr. terms to asopii-ood- 
Dowr-vu, Axi) now very il\rd he rouxD them — snowixo the 

SUBSIDY SYSTEM IK FUXJ- SWIKC, TREATY Oil KO TREATY, AKD MOW 
AFTER A F.ESriTE FROM FORD CORKWAIXIS THE WUT’-IEII 6UCCUMIIEI) 
TO SIR JOUK SHORE. 

SiioojAn-ooD-Do'STii.\u having been finally released 
from the toils of tbo East India Company, bis son, Asopb- 
ood-Dow’lab, suffered in bis stead. Tbc accession of 
a Prince was just one of those occasions wliicb the 
Company rarely failed to improve; and it was im- 
proved on this occasion without the slightest reluctance. 
Shoojab-ood-DowIah had gone to his grave with the com- 
fortable assurance that a brigade of the Company’s troops 
would cost just 2,10,000 rupees per month. The Company, 
however, speedily initiated his son into their modics 
operandi, hj' screwing out of him 50,000 rupees per 
month more. The improved levy u'as contrived in this 
way. Though Shoojah-ood-Dowlah w'as assured by treaty 
that, “ exclusive of the above-mentioned sum, no more shoidd 
“ on any account he demanded of Mm," a “ majority of the 
“ Council ” judiciously “ considered the treaty concluded 
“ with him to have ceased with his death,” and exacted, 
accordingly, a more expensive treaty from his successor. 
This treaty was signed on the 21st May, 1775, and its 
object was stated to be “ that universal peace, firm friend- 
“ ship, and perfect union shall for .ever be established 
“ between the Nabob Asoph-ood-Dowlah and the 
“ English East India Company." From such excellent 
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and praiseworthy the expense of a brigade was 

raised to the sum mentioned in excess of that agreed upon 
less than two years previously ; and certain other require- 
ments, which have yet to be specihed, were imposed, and 
to which it is desirable here to point with continued 
emphasis. 

In the first place, this treaty deprived the Wurier, uoth- 
out equivalent, of a considerable portion of his then 
revenue, for by its fifth article, Benares and the surround- 
ing tract of country were to be ceded to the friendly Com- 
pany in perpetuity. “The sacred city,” as it has been 
termed, of the pious Hindoo was at this date the entrepot 
of the luxurious commerce of Northern India Its Rajah, 
in the disorganisation of the Indian empire, bad become 
independent of the Mogul, but had subsequently been 
compelled to submit to the anthority of the Nawauh of 
Oude. He had paid tribute to the latter ; and now, by this 
^ cession, the tribute was carried directly into tho coffers of 
the Company.* Thus, while the Company were requiring 

* It IS mentioned la the history of Sairool BIootallnuTeen that, agreeably 
to tho VTsh of the Dircctore, TVarren Ilastuip repeatedly applied to tho 
Jfawaub Shoojah ood Dowlah to code to tho Company the wholo state of 
Bemres, but that the Nawaub wouM not consent to thia After hia death 
iin Bnstow, the Besident of Lucknow, through the latngocs and mAduna 
tions of hloohhtear-ood Dowlali, the Minister of Asoph-ood Dovlah, 
succeeded m hanng it (ransflrred to (ha Compaay 

The teal stite of the case waa Uus — Asoph ood Dowlah was apprdicnsive 
of his biWher beingplaced, lyhisfither, la thejadepeadentpoBScasion of the 
Eohilcund principality, the go v ennaeait of which he at that tune admui- 
istwd. Upon Hu EjctUeney to the Itcsidczit to diqiossesa his 

brother of ^ authority, he dedincd doing so , but no sooner were the covetal 
dcstenucois suirendered to the Ccanpany, than Ilia Ejcdlcncy's wiaks were at 
oneo comphed with • 

Tho same history states, that Warren Hastings did not conalJcr it con- 
aisteot with justice iowdo tJboywoawieofllcnaKsv djijiraned &om Oude, to 
the sovereignty of the East India Conjany, signifying this hia oj mion, in 
writing, to the Home authorities , but tiiat, as was afterwards tho case with 
Lord Dalhousie, oicing to tie tinaaraoits comnrrcnce of lie nemlers of lie 
Comal, thw nworure ua# pereuted m When, however, it came toJio da- 
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increased contributions from their Ally, they curtailed the 
resources out of whicli he “was to pay them. They burnt 
their candle at both ends, with consistent indifference, 
seeing that the cost was, in this instance, defrayed by the 
tallow-chandler. Nor were these the only particulars in 
•which they improved the occasion of the accession of 
Asoph-ood-Dowlah to their “ firm friendship and perfect 
“ union.” On the one hand, they diminished ipis securities 
for the retention of the districts of Corah and Allahabad, 
which they had engaged to his father should be possessed 
by him “ for ever ; ” for in the fourth article of the present 
treaty they engaged to defend his possession of these 
districts, only “until the pleasure of the Court of Directors 
shall be knouTi.” And, on the other hand, by the seventh 
article of the treaty, they made, provision for a further 
payment from the Wuzier, in case he should want further 
^ assistance over and above the specified brigade, or in case 
(as we are ■u'arranted by the event in interpreting the ^ 


cussed in the Council of the Indian Government, there ■w^ns so inucli tlifrercncc 
of opinion, tliat the treaty vras not ratified ; and hence, in the Treaty Book 
of 1853, it is entered as “ Translation of the Proposed Articles of the Treaty 
“ rvith the ITaviauh Asoph-ood-Dowlah, 1775.” 

The conduct of the Directors, as connected with this treaty, deserve notice. 
In their letter of the 15th December, 1775, remarking upon the resolution of 
the Council to disregard .the ti-caties concluded witli the late Nawaub of 
Oude, they say, “ Although the death of Shoojnh-ood-Dowlah may render it 
“ necessary to make new arraugeinents with his Bucccssors, wo cannot agree 
“ rvith our Council, that our treaties with the State of Oude expired ■with the 
“ death of that Nabob.” No sooner, however, were they made acquainted noth 
the now grant of revenue, and the new allowance on account of the troops, 
than they tlius wrote in their letter of the 24th of December, 1776 : — “ It is 
“ -with singular satisfaction we observe, at any time, the attention paid by our 
“ servants to the great interests of their employers ; nUd it is with peculiar 
“ pleasure we here signify our entire approbation of the late trc.afy concluded 
“ -with Asoph-ood-Dowlah, successor of Shoojah-ood-Dowlah, by wliich such 
“ terms are procured as seem to promise us solid and jicrmanent advantages.” 
It is stated by 31. 31. 3Iusseehood-deen, p. 19, that the province of Benares 
yielded the 'Wuzier about 70 lakhs of rupees per annum, and brought into the 
Company’s coffers nearly twenty-five lakhs of rupees net profit. 
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liroMSion) thoy should desire to quarter upon him more 
troops for their con\emencc, not for his Lastlj, al 
though this treaty, t\ith its increased burdens m respect 
of tribute its fresh cessions in respect of terntory, its 
<limiiu«hcd securities to the Wuzier of Oude, and its 
prospective advantages to the Company, was substituted 
for that made with Shoojah ood Boulafa, the Company of 
merchants ttfio contnied it were too rigorous accountants 
to forego any provision of the former treaty to their benefit 
A balance was outstanding on the engagements it con- 
tained and while these were abrogated for others infinitely 
less faiourable to the present Wuzier, this balance was 
exacted to the uttermost farthing The last remnant of 
lucre was suched out of the * ceased treaty before liko 
an empty orange, it was^ast aside , for by on addendum to 
tho I resent treaty, bearing date the same day, it was 
engaged that ‘ the halance due to tho rnglish Company ^ 
on account of the countries of Corah and Allahabad, 
Rohilcund and the pay of the troops, according to tho 
' engagement of the late Nabob Soojah ul Dowlah shall bo 
paid to them as it becomes due, without any dispute 
Thus the Spirit of tho counting house was combined with 
the instincts of imperial ambition, and the TTuzier of 
Oude, in the hands of diplomatists and huxters, was 
indifTerently victimised by their iltematc requirements 
As a specimen of the conflicting instructions issued to 
their senauts at this stage, and tho relative urgency of 
which the latter, according to Mr Macaulay, found means 
of interpreting it must now bo mentioned that tho Court 
of Directors cautioned the local Government against 
impoverishing the Princes of Oude, while at the same 
time this Government obeyed their instructions in the 
nnmier ile'cnbed on finding itself invohed in debt and 
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difficulties. Tlie Dii-ectors liad affected to doubt tlie pro- 
priety of quartering tfieir troops upon tlie Wuzier by the 
treaty of 1773 ; but the local Government did their utmost 
to render permanent' a burden which purported on the 
face of the treaty to be optional and temporary ; and at 
length the Directors had given a coy sanction to the pro- 
ceeding, “ provided it was done with the free consent of 
the Soobah, and by no means without it.”. How the 
Directors hesitated, but eventually, approved the treaty of 
1775, has been mentioned above in a note; and now, in 
virtue of some remaining scruples, although the latter 
treaty was approved by them, they still affected misgivings 
as to the carrying out of its provisions. Thus in the 3 'ear 
1777 , a brigade called the Temporary Brigade, and of 
which the express condition was that the expense should 
be charged on the Wuzier “ for so long a time only as he 
“ should require the corps for his seridce,” was added to 
the permanent brigade, of which the charge had been 
lately raised; yet the Directors were still apparently 
anxious that the bui'den should not be fastened upon the 
Nawaub contrary to his null. “ If you intend” (say they, 
addressing the Governor- General and Council) “ to exert 
“ your influence, first, to induce the Vizier to acquiesce in 
“ yom proposal, and afterwards to compel him to keep 
“ the troops in his pay during your pleasure, your intents 
“ are tmjust, and a correspondent conduct luoidd r^ect great 
“ dishonour on the Company” As Sir Peter Teazle sa 3 ’^s 
of Joseph, “What noble sentiments.! ” How great, then, 
the pity that they were not carried into practice! The 
temporary brigade, notwithstanding these expressions, be- 
came a fixture ; nor was this even the limit of the expense 
for English soldiers, -whom the unfortunate Wuzier was 
drawn in to maintain. Several detached corps in the 
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^ Company’s service Tvere also placed in liis pay, and a great 
part of liis oxm natiro troops ^vero put under the command 
of the Company’s officers. In short, Lis total expenses 
on account of troops, in respect of subsidies, and their 
marching and counter-mareLing within his dominions, had, 
notwithstanding the Directors’ scruples, increased by 
degrees until they amounted to the sum of one and a half 
crorc of rupees, or ^1,500,000 sterh'ng. Then his country 
became so exiiausted in consequence, that the imhappy 
Wuzier could hear it no longer, and "having repeatedly 
" and urgently represented that he was unable to support* 
" the expenses of the tcmporarybrfgade cavalry and English 
“ officers with their battalions, as well as other gentlemen 
" wlio are now paid by him under the denomination of 
" Sebundy, &c.«S:c , and having made sundry requests to that 
" and other purposes,"* in the year 1776 he addressed a 
letter to the Governor-General in Council, complaining of 
the continued demands and exactions of the Company, and 
tho oppression and tyranny of their military officers, 
begging at tho same time that the so-called temporary 
brigade might 'be recalled. But the temporary burden 
proved to be like the Old Man of the Sea after he had 
lifted himself upon the shoulders of the unfortunate Sinbad. 
lu the first place, Warren Hastings himself made ob- 
jections to its withdrawal until the Wuzier, liaving 
“ expressed a particular desire for an interview,” ho was 
obliged to consent to a meeting at Chunar on the 11th of 
September, 1781. Here tho Wuzier, representing his 
utter inability to meet tho fejqiensowiHi which he was 
saddled, and no reasonable grounds appearing for refusing 
to withdraw the brigade in question, tho Governor went 

• RcciUlmAgTooinontotl0fliSiTlunW,1781 “rartiamcntery Return 
“ of Treaties, fiu: ” p CO 



OE, THE SPOLIATION OF OUDE. 


27 


SO far as to sign an agreement for its removal on tlie lOtli 
of September follovring. TIiisagTeement ivill be found in 
tbe '“Parliamentary Return of Treaties,” pp. 60, 61, but 
■without the intimation that it ivas never carried; out. Such 
is the value of the “ Introductory and Historical Notices” 
■which accompany these treaties as they are submitted to 
the House of Lords. In fact, for several years, notwith- 
standing this express engagement, the extra brigade was 
still imposed upon the reluctant Wuzier, and its expenses 
were ruthlessly dra^wn from his impoverished dominions. 

The issue will be recounted presently. In the mean- 
time, it is desirable here to direct attention to the earliest 
evidence of interference with the government of the 
Wuzier’s territories, and which ■will be found in an un- 
dated agreement, apparently contemporary ■with that 
just above-mentioned (see “ Parliamentary Return of 
“Treaties, &c.,” p. 61). By this agreement, the Wuzier 
is recommended to reduce his troops, to establish a private 
and a public purse; into the former of which he is to receive 
“no more than a fixed monthly sum ” for the expenses of 
his person and household, while the remainder of the net 
revenue is to be left in a public treasur}’-, undei' the 
management of his public ministers “ and the inqjedion of 
“the Mesidmi." Thus, in addition to the appropriation of 
the Wuzier’s revenues, the grasp* of the Company 
descends upon his afiairs, and, by the introduction of an 
inspecting Resident, ■with the contingencies arising, ive are 
prepared for the final swoop of Andrew Marquis of 
Dalhousie. 

Por the present, however, it ■will be found that the 
money questions between the Wuzier and the Company were 
sufiicient to occupy the attention of the latter, and to fill 
the former with reasonable apprehensions of his approaching 
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rum Trom the 1st of February, 1774, to the end of 
September, 1783, ^vithm a period of little more than nme 
years (as is admitted m a despatch of the Court of 
Directors, dated 8th April, 1789), the Company had 
S(]iicczed out of their Wozier ally two crores and thirty 
lakhs of rupees (£2,300,000 sterling), and the Directors 
allowed that the dominions of the Wu 2 ier were reduced 
to a deplorable condition in consequence , in fact, that it 
was erident «o serious a dram upon the treasury of a state 
must eventually bring about the bankruptcy of their 
tributary Even Warren Hastings himfielf, speaking of 
the conduct of the Company towards Oude, remarks that 
’‘the number, mfluence, and enomoiw amount of th 
‘ salaries, pennoixs, and emoluments of the Companfs 

* senneo, nml and mthiaiy in the 'Futers seriiee, hate 
‘ become an intolerable burden upon the revenue and 

* authemly of Sie ExedUncy, and exposed us to tie envy 
" and resentment of the whole country, by excluding the 
“ native servants and adherents of the Vmer from tho 
“ rewards of their scrnces and attachment In short, it 
was evident to the factors themselves that their milch cow 
was getting low in flesh, and that it must haie careful 
nursing unless they were ready once for all to reahso the 
val ue of 1 ts famished remains Vixere fortes a)\te Dalhoime, 
but they were not quite prepared for such strong measures 
in those daj^, and a r^pitc was accordingly prepared for 
Oude, of which a preliminary was the abolition of the 
Residency, on the Slst December, 1783 * 

* It 13 remarltcd by M M Jlassediood-dm) BSfuUofugmficaaej' ti*t 
danng tho resp te which the Ftate enjoyed frem tto prcscnco of the Iteaufcnt* 
at the Court of Lucknow neither did duturbancca of any kind take place 

aor was theahghtost difBcolfy fiijwjtsiced in reahsing tho rerenne but on 

the contrary the country began once tnure to tenre, Ita resource* to recover 
their ilasUcity and the Goveramenttote mlministcfcd to the pcrfict eatu 
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I^torcovcr, it follo^vc^l tlint in 17^5 Ilrs'^tinp:? qnittctilvis 
Iiiclian dominion, nnd tiio brief intorvul of milder trcnt- 
mcnt thus accorded to Oudo commenced ^YitU the acces- 
sion of Lord Cornwallis in 178G. Among other things, 
Hastings went home to answer for his treatment of the 
Begums of this devoted province, and upon which there is 
not one sv'llablo in tlie aj’ologctic Blue Book ; so incom- 
plete and ])arlial are its seeming revelations. After 
Hastings' departure there was. however, some retnisdon in 
the e.vactions .as well ns the interference of the Company, 
for the attention of Lord Cornwallis was drawn to the 
afiairs of Oudo; and he took some cniciont me.asuros 
for its tcmporaiy rescue. He declined, it is true, to 
withdnaw the temporary brigade, and suggested that 
the AVuzicr should discharge as much of his own army 
as should allow for the additional cxjtonsc .attending 
the continuance of these cficctivc troops. But he 
granted a very considerable remission of the tribute for 
their maintenance, and which liad been exacted with- 
out w.arrant of reason or justice. Tlic annual payments 
by the "Wuzier to the Company required by treaty 
amounted to little more than thirty-four lakhs per 
annum; but in respect of the additional brigade thrust 
upon him by Hastings, and on other pretexts, these pay- 
ments had been actually raised to as much as eighty-four 
lakhs. It was now agreed that they should be reduced 

faction of nil IILj Exccllcncj-'a Kuhjcctfi. Tlio good effects tluB resulting 
from the nholition of lho_ office of Resident, proves tlio tmtii of the lion. 
F. .T. Shore’s obscn'ntion, — “So extremely difficult is it to discover the 
“ Bliglifcst benefit .nrising from the esfinhlishmcnt of Residents ."it the native 
“ courhi, that there is even ground for the supposition that the measure has 
“ Iccn adopted and maintained for the express purpose of promoting mis- 
'' government and confusion in the different princqmlities, so as to afford 
" plansihic czcnscs and ppportimitg for our taking possession of them.'' — “Kofes 
“ on Indian Affairs." 
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again to fifty laUis,* A snm still beyond the stipulations of 
former treaties, but bearable in comparison with the exac- 
tions which preceded it, and coupled with the assurance 
(to he iiolafed hereafter), that from the date of this agree- 
ment His Excellency should not be charged with any excess 
on this sum, and no further demands shouM be made. 
Lord Cornwallis, moreoTer, interposed to cnrtail theclandes- 
tino pay and presents at that time receixed I 7 the Com- 
pany’s officials ; and in tho mionte by which he required 
that the Directors should be informed of these illegal levies, 
ivith ft view to their suppression, he also insisted “ that 
“ the troop which was raised and officered by order of 
“Warren Hastings, and called'Body Guard,’ and wWch 
“ was paid by His Excellency the Vizier, should be abolished, 
“ a$ it ought to have been long ago, it being a very burden- 
“somo expense to His Excellency.” At the same 
time he remarked on tho charges of the Privato 
Agent who had replaced the Besident, and which 
amounted to tho annual sum of 950 sterling per 
annum, out of which ^22,800 was the salary of the happy 
major who then occupied this Iacrall^o post; and though 
lus Lordship did not relieve theWuzier of thi^ expense, 

• Tins transactjon is ihns xccmlcd bf Mr. ilill, tlio liistonan of BnOsb 
India, Tol y p 259 

“In the poenmary bnrthen, howerer, bo (l!« Blarqms) admitted somo 
“ alteration It appeared tbai,diinDg llo nino preceding years, (ho Nawaub 
“ had paid to the Company, under diflLrent titles, at tho tato of cighty-foar 
“ laUis of rupees per annum , Uumgh, by the treaty of 1775, he had bound 
“ hima-lf to the annual payment of oidy 31,20,000 rupees, aiid by the treaty 
‘ of 1781, to that of 84,20,OOOn5>c*B. , 

“ It -was agreed that fifty dK»ld bo the annual '>!' 11*® 

* Nawaub, and that thisshoulilembraceererypeeable claim ThoGoremor- 
“ General declared that tlus was sufficient to indemnify the Company for all 
“ tho espenso nhich it was ccMSsary ft* thwn to incur in conseqticooo of 
‘ their connection with the Vizi« In other words, ho declared that, /iir 
“ t?i« mne preetding jrear*, wputifiabk extorixm, f» the amount of Ourfu-fouT 
“ lal?i3 per annum, had Icen practued on Hat dtpcndi.nt prince ” 
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ivitL a view, it is prcsumcil, to negotiations for a rc-csta- 
blislnncnt of llio Residency, 1110011 Imd cost tlic M^izicr but 
£65,000 per annum, yet with reference to Ibat ofiicc, 
wlien re-eslablisbcd, be laid down the following wise and 
considerate prograinine in bis letter in the “ Parliamentary 
“ Return of Treaties, &c.,” p. C l- : — 

“ A Resident at iircscnt remains at your Excellency’s 
“ Court, but as it is the intention of the Company and my 
“ firm resolution that no inta'fcrcncc shall ialcc place in 
“ the details of the aj'airs of your Excdlcnafs Govcrnniad, 
“ strict orders sball be sent to bim that bo shall neitber 
“ interfere bimself, nor sufler interference by public or 
” private claims of exemptions of duties, or in any other 
“ mode, from any British subject, or person under the 
“ authority of this Government. In short, leaving the 
“ whole management of your country to your Excellency 
“ and your hlinlsters, I will put a stop to the interference 
“ of others. For several years past the inhabitants of 
“ your Excellency’s dominions, from motives of self-interest, 
“ have appealed to this Government, and this has been a 
“source of injury to your Government; I am determined 
“ to put a stop to this practice, and to disregard their 
“ applications ; but as the connection between the two 
“ Governments is universally Icnown, strict attention to 
“ justice on your part will add credit and renown to both.” 
In conclusion, he declared it was not his intention to 
embarrass the Wuzier with any other demands than what 
were absolutely necessary, and that on the payment of certain 
arrears due’ to the Company’s troops, the remainder was to 
be struck out of the account. The effect of his policy 
towards the Wuzier he describes in general terms, thus : — 
“ We undertake the defence of his country, and in return 
“ he (the Wuzier) engages to defray the real expenses 
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“ incurred by an engagement of so much value to himself; 
“ and the internal administration of his affairs is left to his 
“ exclusive management.”* Such was the conclusion to 
a\hich Lord Cornwallis was moved'j- by motives honour- 
able to himself, by a consideiation of bis fair duty 
towards a faithful ally, and by his responsibility as a 
representative of British honour and justice. “ Si sic 
" omnia" \ the descendants of our Indfan statesmen 
might then recall their lineage and its traditions with 
pride ; nor would they require garbled Blue Books with 
gaps and omissions to conceal from futurity the foul 
deeds of their ancestors. 

The boons of Lord Cornwallis were conferred, however, 
only to be withdrawn after his departure by other hands ; 
but the respite of the demoted province lasted for his time. 
A commercial treaty ^vas concluded in 1788 between the 
Company and the IVuzier, in a fair and liberal spirit. The 
subsidy of fifty lakhs, under these conditions, os Lord Corn- 
wallis admitted previous to his quitting India, and whijo 
admonishing the Wuzier, was paid with regularity. Oude 
was again prosperous, happy, and solvent. But the en- 

Fapera relating to tboEast Id^ks, {aintcd by order of the House of 
Commons m 1806, No 2,H> 1*14 

f Here is endcnce in tie'brdieBivportntSkervhia'aspeechoa thoBegvms 
to ehow that a touching ranonstia^ "was made by Aaoph^ood Dowkb 
(there miscalled Shoojah-ood Dowlali) to tuslordehjp “ When Ixird Com- 
“ iralha spoke to" the Wuner, “ and reconuiumded him to adopt some eystom 
“ of goTernment that nJght restore the prosperity of hiskingdom, and mate 
“ hi3 people happy, the NabobTe answer was stniingly rcraartable That 
“ degraded Prmce said to h« Lordship, that as long as the demands of the 

“ English GoTemment upon the reroioe of Oude should remain nnlmiitcd, ho 
“ (the Nabob) could have nointoeetincstabhahinganysystcmofowmomy, 

“ and whilst tho English ehooU cantmiie to u»terf.re la the internal govern* 

“ ment of his country it woull lie ni twh for him to attempt any salutary 
" refiSnn, for his subyeots knew he was only a cipber in his own domimona, 

“ and, therefore, laughed at and ^epued lus authority, and that of bis 
“ ministers " 
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"n!romont tliat no further dcniaiuls slionid be niado. entered 
into by Lord Cornwallis with all solemnity, was, as we 
have already stated above, respected no lonpfor than he 
himself remained in India. Tlic succeeding Governor- 
General, Sir John Shore, required “the wretched Vizier"' 
(to use the language of Mr. ^lill) to add to his former 
subsidy the c.vpensc of one European and one native 
regiment of cavalry, ]>rovidcd the annual amount should 
not e.vcccd five and a half lakhs of rupees. Tlius the 
engagement of Lord Cornwallis was shamefully violated. 
Again the scale of charges and exactions, which the Wuzier 
must have regarded as finally fi.xed, began to mount, and 
gathering courage from his sense of the injustice, he boldly 
refused to pay one cowrj’ more. Vain courage! Vain con- 
fidence in an incontestable promise and declared guaran- 
tee ! The unsophisticated "Wiizicr liad yet to learn to what 
lengths “sincere friendship and firm union" would encour- 
age his disinterested allies. The British authorities sus- 
pecting, it is said, Mahar.ajah Jhaoo Lall, his minister, to 
be the cause of his refusal, seized upon that gentleman, 
and, in despite of all the remonstrances of the Wuzier, 
detained him, although guiltless of any crime, as a state 
prisoner in their own territory ; and then, to compel ISle 
Wuzier to grant the additional subsidy. Sir John Shore, in 
March, IT-OT, proceeded to Lucknow, and “ by means of 
“ threats, artifices, &c.," forced him to make the addendum 
they required. Thus an additional body of troops, con- 
sisting of two regiments of cavalry, one of European and 
two of native infantry, was quartered upon the kingdom of 
Oudo at an additional charge of five lakhs, and fifty thou- 
sand rupees annually ; and another result was attained, 
which was probably neither desired nor deprecated : — 

0 
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Asopb -00(1 -Do^^laL took bis treatment so mueb to 
heart, that bo fell ill and refused medicine, exclaiming, 
“Tbero is no-cuio for a broken heart;” and so, a 
few months subsequentlf, died, and left tbo Company, 
'as their custom was, to improve the incident of a fresh 
succession. 
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articles seriatim, and the trail of rupees be found to run 
through them with a latitude and profusion which loaves 


la gerenly stz lalhs This stna, fcy sTticte 3, i« to be paid pucctuaTj’ by 
inonthhj inateJnienta, and la to indude (by article 6) the pensioca of the Begums 
and Frinces at Benares, amounting to a little otct two lakhs and a quarter of 
ropees per annum Tie arrrora of eabsidy doe (article 4) are to be tmmedialehj 
difol arged The deposed Natranb, Vmcr ABie, by article 6, is to recare a 
pension of hii axJahtl/’a/mpas In srt^Ja 7 trelisd tie supposed con 
Sideration for the increased aoleidy The Bntish troops in Oude are never 
*ta bo lens than 10 000 men of all arms , should it become necessary at any 
tune to augment this number b^ond 13 000, the A’nipaaS « to pag for ite 
excess, should the force ever lall below 8,000 there shall be a proportionate 
diminution m the amoont of subsidy to be paid Article 8 states that “As 
“ the English Company are nob possessed of any fortress in the dominions 
“ of Ottde, the Kawaub Saadat AUie Ehan, having the fullest rebance on the 
“ fricndslup of the EngUsh Company, ajyees to naU oier to tietr exektiet 
“pwrewon Aefort ofAUahnlxtd, with all its tnuldings and appurtenances ’ 
E<fhl lalb) o/rupett «retoheadi<intedlaike Company for the repairs of the 
fort of Allahabad, and Arn hlhnort fora similar purpose with respect to 
the fortress of Futty Ouhr By article 9, the troops to quartered upon the 
Nawsub may be removed to such quartein as may be deemed adv^hle, and 
the Aovaui tr to pay the cost ikereof Kext conies the direct cost of the 
musnudof Oude In article 11 is an eDgagcmect by Saddat Allie to pay the 
Company tuehe laUu in consideration of the espenses attending their eser- 
tioss in establishing bis right The next article binds the Nawaub to give 
satisfsctoiy security to the Company in caso of bis poyments ihlluig into 
arrear Tlie subsequent articles relate to the non>correspotidcnce with foreign 
states witlyiut the Company’s knowledge, the non employment of Europeans 
in Oude without pemussioo, and an enforcement of economy in all braneba 
of the State 


Ta fxn up tJte manfy vaJae of tie niak • — 

By article 2 —For the sujqxwt of tbeir increased military 
fstabhduoent, partly for protection of their own doznin 
ions, tlieCocipsnyoEtainedjUieicessof Iheiuwaa} subsidy 
The further sum of ... ... 

Total ...... 


5,C77,53d 

1,922,362 

7,600,000 


Article 4 —Payment of arrears 

Article 8 —Nabob gives the fert of Allahabad to E I 
Company, and for repairs . . 

For fort Futty Guhr 

Article 9 —Nabob pays cwnscs rf moviog troops . , 

Article 10 —Nabob pays E I Ckonpany exertions . 


800,000 

300,000 

1,200,000 


Total payment to E I Cornmny . . . . . 
Besides, by article 6, which ^lows the farther sam of . 

Total ...... 

or one million of money obtained by the E. 1. Company, 
AthhiVl 


„ 10,050,000 
and the fort of 
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no doubt as to die motives of one of tbo parties to tlie 
document. The Wuzier is to pay up arrears. The "Wuzier 
is required to give up the fort of Allahabad, and to pay eight 
lakhs of rupees to put it in repair for the pi-esentees. The 
"Wuzier is to pay three lakhs for repairing fort Futty Guhr. 
The Wuzier is to pay expenses of moving troops, the 
number of lakhs being as yet indefinite. The Wuzier is to 
pay the Company twelve lakhs in consideration of their 
expenses in establishing his right. The Wuzier is to pay a 
pension of one lakh and a half to his deposed rival. And 
lastly, by article 2, the annual subsidy paid by the 
Wuzier, and which amounted to something over fifty-six 
lakhs, is now raised to seventy-six lakhs, that is to say, from 
about ^6555, 000 a year, the subsidy is screwed up to 
£760,000. In all, a million sterling, and the fort of Alla- 
habad are obtained in a single year by the East India Com- 
pany, half of it in riolation of the engagements of Lord 
Cornwallis, and in virtue of the union now growing firmer 
between themselves and the victim in their cods. A few 
months later they even attempted to dispossess the latter 
of the Doab country, and Sir John Shore, then Lord 
Teignmouth, wrote a letter, dated October 3, 1798, to the 
Resident at Lucknow, with this object. “If,” said he, “ we 
“ cannot take it as rulers and sovereigns, we might manage 
“ to take it on a lease, in the same manner as it is held by 
“ Almas Allie^Khan, and on his death we %vill take pos* 
“ session of the whole." The Resident was also instructed 
to iuduce the Nawaub Wuzier to disband his own army, 
and replace it by the Company’s ti’oops.* All Europeans, 

^ “From the correspondence whicli passed between tlie Govemor-General of 
“ India in Coimcil, and the Court of Directors, from the 17th Apiil, 179S, to 
“ the 16th May, 1799, it is perfectly evident that the Oude Government 
“ ■w.as under no apprehensions of any enemy dther from without or within, 
“ and therefore did not stand in need of any alliance, either offensive or ’ " " 



38 DACOITEE IN EXCEtSig ; 

c.rcfpt Vie servants ef ihe Company, ivere, witiout aay dis- 
tinction whatsoever, to he banished from His Excellency’s 
country, one object of this arbitrary measure obviously 
bein^, that the exactions and other acts of injustice of 
which the local Government and their officers were at this 
time guilty, might not get wind, and by reaching the ears 
of the British public, come, Hhe the atrocities of Hastings, 
under the cognizance of Parliament 

By these stringent proceedings we are prepared for 
that further measure, the treaty of 1801, on which so 
innch turns at this very moment, and which was the alleged 
basjs of Lord Dalliousie’s notorious proclamation. But 
before we refer to its provision^, or even to its prelimina* 
ries, rre must recall the particulars of our treatment of. 
Onde up to this period. Their liistory' may bo antifjuated ; 
but their history is material, and may be said even to lie 
at the root of tho question of our moral right to annex 
this fated province. These treaties and acts, which we 
lecall and gibbet, were the earlier steps in a consistent 
process, by which the Company has robbed the rulers of 
Oude of wealth, station, and dominion. Their natural con- 
sequence was to produce confusion ; and if tliey failed to 
proiluco all the confusion alleged by tho latest official depre- 
dators, to whom was its avoidance owing 1 The Company 
and theirserrants, up Co this date, did their In this 

behalf. They drained the territory of Outlo ,of every rupee 
they could wring from it. They played the part of great 

“ five, 'With theindian GaTpmJoent. Such Ixang the italc of thmgs, the home 

“authorities directed the Joc^l GOTcrmuent fo diiband tho new fruoj* they 
“ liad raviod for Oude, as frwr* thwr hcing no occaMon for their services, they 
“ were only an unnecessary expense to theGovcmnicnt of that country Tlie 
“Indian antbonfies, however, d>} sot Biwi h ywycr to hrrak up tho strength 
“of thsir Indian army, but at the same tunc, anxious to exempt the Coni- 
“ jciny from tho axpenses ocevnoned ttj it, they saddled tho Xswauh \ latr 
“vnth the latter If If Shttnkeod.4S>tii 
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dacoits on a scale most ojiiiressive to its frugal lyots and 
industrious cultivators. They plundered the revenues of 
Wuzier, nobles, and people, on the plea of defending those 
M’ho were competent to defend themselves against the 
force of any native adversary, and they appropriated their 
soldiers and military resources, while they charged them 
tribute for the bereavement. They took territory as well 
as revenues, and they curtailed income as they increased 
expenditure. By thetreatj'' of the 20th March, 1772, they 
took the fort of Chunar; by that of the 21st IMay, 1775, 
they took the districts of Benares, Guzeepore, Caunpore, 
&c. They had taken the fort of Futty Gnhr in 1787. 
They took the fort of Allahabad in 1798 ; and they were 
now preparing to take the Doab, if they could manaye to 
get it on a lease — ^if, in short, they could got only a right of 
entry. At the same time, through the instrumentality of 
a Resident, they were admonishing, meddling, making, un- 
making, and degrading, as far as they could, the Princes of 
Oude into puppets after they had succeeded in converting 
their dominions into a farm. At this stage they began to 
remonstrate, and recommend reforms, with the sententious 
air of benevolent bystanders, as if they, and they alone, 
were not entirely answerable for the mischief thus 
caused, and which , ever after they persisted in as mis- 
chievously exaggerating. 

AVe are now coming to just such a phase in their con- 
duct, and of which we shall find plentiful repetitions hereafter, 
especially in the Oude Blue Book, which is a mass of such 
pretentious strictures. Loi'd Mornington (better known 
as Marquis Wellesley), arrived in Calcutta in the month 
of May, 1798. In October of the same year he had 
“ under his consideration the best means of securing the 
“ regular payment of the subsidy from Oude, and of reform- 
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“ ID" the Niwiub’s array * “This reform, says Mr 
Hale, m Ins pamphlet oq the Oude question, and referring 
to the Printed Paper, ui 2, 3, “really meant the dishand- 
“ ing of the Nawaubs regular arm}, except as far as 
“ portions of it might be iranted for purposes of state, or 
“ for the collection of the reienue, and the substitution of 
“ an tna cased number of tlie Company s regiments of in- 
“ fantr} and cavalry, to be rebel ed from time to time, and to 
“ bo paid by the Nawaub The Nawaub Wuzier, hoivever, 
“ in alarm at this proposal spoke of abdicating Lord^yel 
“ lesley on this at once stated the grand object ivhich he 
' considered the Corapao} had lo view, and this vas, ‘ Ihc 
“ acquisition by the Company of the exclusive authoritj, 
“ civil and mihtary, over the domimous of Onde f "With 
" this view a treaty was ultimatclydrawn up, the first article 
“ of which involved the virtual abdication of the Nawnub 
“ But on this being pi esented to him, the Naw aub positively 
" refused to sign any such agreement The Govemor- 
“ General entered into negotiations which extended over 
“ several months, m the course of which he admitted that 
“ ‘ his original object was not merely to secure the sub- 
“ sidiary funds, but to extinguish the Navv aub s military 
‘ power’ ’ t 

Some particulars of these negotiations may delay the 
course of the narrative but they ire so illustrativo of the 
Company s dealings with the Prmces of Oude, that it is 
neither right nor expedient to omit them here 'Without al- 
lowing the Nawaub time to draw up the remonstrance above 
mentioned, the additional troops had been actually ordered 
into Oude, and the ground on winch this measure was at- , 

* Papers relating to the Eat Tndies ptinlcd by oriLr of the UoOik. of 
Commona m 1806 t S 

•f Printed Papers ul tupra/ 31 
t Prmtod Papers, 218* 
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tempted to be justified ^Yas tliis : tliat, as tlie Compauy w’as 
bound by Lord Teignmoutb’s treaty to defend the Naivaub’s 
possessions, that treaty must be understood to confer upon 
them, by implication, the power of augmenting the British 
forces stationed in Oude entirely at their own pleasure, and 
even in spite of the Nawaub’s assent, whenever they should 
think such a measure necessary to the discharge of their 
defensive ensatcements with the Nawaub. It was further 
contended that the latter was bound to maintain any num- 
ber of troops which the Company might station in his 
dominions, because one article of the treaty obliges him so 
to do whenever any augmentation of his British auxiliary 
force “ should be thought necessary.” As soon, therefore, 
as one division of the troops, destined by the British 
authorities, in the manner above described, to occupy cer- 
tain portions of the Oude dominions, had been stationed 
there, and the Nawaub had been compelled to become 
responsible for their pay, and while another body was ordered 
to hold itself in readiness to march after them, the 
Nawaub Wuzier Saadat Allie addressed the following 
memorial to the Governor-General, thinugh the Resident 
at Lucknow : — 

Tkanslation of a Memorial, presented on the 11th of 
January, 1800, to Lieux.-Colonel William Scott, 
Resident at Lucknow, by H. E. the Nawaub Vizier ; 
for the Governor*- General. 

“ The real state of the case is as follows : — 

“ For these' eighty and odd years these provinces have 
been under the most perfect and unconti-olled sway of my 
ancestors; and, from the time of my deceased father, 
li'eaties of amity have subsisted between the Honourable 
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Compnny and tins Govemmcne, by whicli the latter Las 
been much strengthened 

“During the lifetime- of my hte brother, affairs 
between the two States went on as usual , numerous Mere 
the enemies he hid to contend with, md frequent were 
the disturbances and mutinies that took place amongst 
his soldiery , nay, they even proceeded to such lengths, 
that during the lato Rohilla war two complete battalions 
— as your Lordship may lia\e heard — meditated going 
over to the enemy Notwithstanding these circum 
stances, it never once entered the imagination of the 
British rulers to introduce the innovations, and carry 
into effect such arrangements as those now suggested by 
your Lordship 

* Through the favour of the Cortipany and a««isted 
by their power, I ascended my Jieredifary maenad , and 
It being in all ages and countries, the practice of powerful 
and liberal sovereigns to spare neither expense nor trouble 
in assisting those whom they may have once token under 
their protection I bcingsoleJ/depcndent on the Honour- 
able Company and confidently trusting to their magna- 
nimity ant! generosity, faltr eapected that during my 
government the affairs of the country would shine forth 
With a splendour beyon<l that of ray predecessors 

‘ fhe reputation of the Company will last tmtd t/ie 
day of j (dyment (Wo might almost infer from this 
assurance that Saadat Allie was n wag ) 

' God forbid that during luy time any changes or 
degrading innovations should, without any cau^o fake 
place or that the ancient servants of tho fimily should, 
for the Cl imcs and mi'conduct of a few worthless wretche 
be deprived of their subsistence and being turned on the 
world dispcr e my inf ijny abroad whilst those who remain 
in my country becoming my deadly foe« Mill dis'cminafo 
enmity and distrust of me amongst tho'c of my servants 
who may be retained who will 'ay amongst themselves, 
*Thec people were Hisanssed ^esisnh/ to morrow our ^ 
turn will come until at length the whole of my servants 
will become my inveterate enemies, from which predica 
meat may God defend me ^ 

“What affects me above all things is that by acting 
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thus, the credit and lionour of the Company will siifier, 
and I myself shall no longer bo held in estimation, either 
abroad or in my own country. It will then be evident to 
every person, that the Compaii}', no longer putting confi- 
dence in the sincerity of my friendship, deprived me of the 
direction of my own arm}', and spread their troops over 
my dominions. 

“ Should such an event take place, my authority in 
these provinces would bo annihilated; nor Avould my 
orders be attended to on any occasion, whether trifling 
or of moment ; whilst any extraordinary exertions in pay- 
ing the subsidy regularl}’, would become labour thrown 
away. 

“ hlaking myself, however, sure that it never can have 
been your intention, or conformable to your Lordship’s 
wish, to distrust, to degrade me, or to lessen my authority 
in these dominions, I shall, without ceremony, disclose to 
your Lordship my unfeigned sentiments and wishes. 
With the advice . of, and in concert with the Company, 
I consider myself fully capable of carrying into effect 
every necessary measure of reform, and, tlu'ough their 
Idndness, I have neither fears nor apprehensions ; reckon- 
ing it iny indispensable duty, above every consideration, 
to satisfy and obey tliem, I shall never swerve a hair’s 
breadth from the treaty concluded with them on my 
ascending the miisnud; whilst, from their known good 
faith and strict adherence to treaties, I am also certain 
that no breach, of the said treaty is intended on their 
part. . 

“ This premised, I must trouble your Lordship with a 
few remarks upon the treaty above alluded to. 

“ The second article of the aforesaid treaty sets forth 
that, ‘ By existing treaties between the States, the Honour- 
able Company are bound to defend the dominions of the 
said Nawaub Vizier against all enemies; and, with a view 
to enable them to fulfil this engagement, the Company 
have largely increased their military establishment by new 
levied regiments, both of infantry and cavalry ; in consi- 
deration whereof, the aforesaid Nawaub agrees, in addition 
to the annual subsidy (being Lucknow Sicca rupees- 
5 , 677 , 638 ), to pay the further sum of 1 , 922,362 rupees. 
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making altogctlicr tte sum of se\enty-six lakts of rupees, 
of the present weight and standard * 

“By a reference to this article, it will bo endent to 
} our Lordship, that, on my accession to the mu'inud, the 
force designed for the drfcnce of these dommions was 
increased beyond what it had been m any former period, 
whilst, on my part, I agreed to defray the expense of the 
said augmentatJOD But la no part of the said article is 
it Witten or hinted, that after the lapse of a certain num- 
ber of ) ears a further permanent augmentation should take 
place , nnd to deviate in any degree from the said treaty 
appears to me unneces'^aiy 

“ The seventh article of the same treaty states, that ‘ tho 
Go\emor«General Sir John Shore, Bart , on the part of 
the Company agree«, that the English forces maintained 
in the country of Oude for its defence, shall never consist 
of less than 10,000 men, mcludiDg Europeans and natives, 
cavalry, infantry, and artillery , and if it should become 
necessary to augment the troops of the Company m Oude, 
bejond the number of 13,000 men, mcludiDc Europeans 
nnd natives cavaliy, &c tcc, the “Nawaub Vmer above 
mentioned agrees to pay the actual difference occasioned 
by the excess above the number, and m the same manner, 
if the troops of the Company in Oude, from any necessity 
should be less than 8,000 men, mcludmg infantry, «SLc 
iSLc , a deduction shall be made from the annual stipend 
of seventy-six lakhs, equal to the actual difierenco of men 
below the specified number ’ 

‘ From an mspecticm of the article we leam that, after 
the conclusion of the treaty m question, no further aug- 
mentation is to be made, excepting in case of necessity, 
and that the increase is to he proportioned to the emer- 
gency, and endure but as long as tbe necessity exists An 
‘ augmentation ’ of the troops without existmg necessity, 
and making me answerable for the expense ‘ attending 
the increase,' is inconsistent with tho treaty, and seems 
wespedieot 

“ By tbe same article, tho increase of tho force when 
necessity requires, and a corresponding deduction from tho 
stipend, when a reduction of the army takes place, aro 
evident 
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“ Towards tlie latter end of the seventeenth article it is 
stipulated, ‘ That all transactions between the two 
States shall be carried on with the greatest cordialit}' 
and harmony; and that the said Nawaub shall possess 
full authority over his household affairs, hereditary 
dominions, his ti'oops, and his subjects.’ Should the 
management of the army be taken from under m}'’ 
direction, I ask where is my authority over my house- 
hold affairs, hereditary dominions, over my troops and 
my subjects ? 

“ From the above considerations, and from the mag'- 
nanimity of the Sircar of the English Compan)^ I am 
induced to expect from your Lordship’s kindness, that, 
putting the fullest trust and confidence in my friendship 
and attachment on every occasion, you, in conformity to 
the treaty, will leave me in possession of the full authority 
over my dominions, army, and subjects ; and further, I 
have to request that you will enjoin Lieut.-Colonel Scott 
to advise and consult with me, when (with that gentle- 
man’s assistance), God willing, the necessary military 
arrangements shall speedily be made, and the whole of my 
troops become henceforth obedient, submissive, and ready 
for action ; whilst, indebted to your Lordship’s kindness, 
I myself shall continue obedient to your commands, con- 
sulting your pleasure in all things. 

“The fame of the Company will, by these means, be 
diffused over the face of the earth ; and, m}’- reputation 
increasing, I shall continue to offer up prayers for the 
prosperity of the Company. 

“ Thus, with the freedom of friendship, I have exposed 
to your Lordship the secrets and wishes of my heart. 
The delay that has occmred in answerings your letter, was 
occasioned by my wish to give you in detail the whole of 
my desires; your friendship -leaves no doubt of your 
Lordship’s compliance with them. 

(Signed) “ Wm. Yule, Assistant. 

“ Liicknow, IQih January, ISQO.” 

(A true Translation.) 
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To this remonstraace, as reasonably stated as it was 
justJy founded, tho following Iiauglity reply was made fay 
tlio Governor-General, m a letter to Lieut -Colonel Scott, 
the Resident at Lucknow — 

“ Sib, 

Par I “Yom letter of thelSthinst, wjtli its several 
mclosurcs, has been received by tho Right Hon the 
Governor General 

par 2 “His Lordshij) not thinking proper to recen e, 
in its present form, the written ccommimication mado to 
you by the Nawaub Vizier, on the llth inst , os an answer 
to His Lord'liip’s letter of the 5lh of November last to 
His Exce'Ieacy, directs that you lose no time m returning 
the original of that communication to ITis rxccllency, 
accompanying (he delivery of it antli (he foJIoumg obser- 
vations, in the name of the Governor General, 

Par 3 “The mode adopted la the present instance 
Iw His ExcelJencr, of replying to a pubbe letter from tho 
Govomor General attested by His Lordsfajiis «eal and 
signature, and written on a subject of the most momentous 
concern to the mutual interests of tlio Company and of 
His Excellency, besides indicating a Imly unsuitable to 
the occasion, is highly deficient m the respect duo from 
His Exctllency to the first British authority in India 

Par 4 ‘ His Ixirdsbip, therefore, declines making 

any remarks on the paper winch you have transmitted, 
and desires that the Nawaub Virier may bo called on to 
i-eply to His Lordship’s letter of the 5th of Noreniber, jn 
tho manner presenbod, no Jess by reason than by 
o^abbshed usage If, in formally answenng His Lord 
ship s letter. His Excellency should think proper to im- 
peach the honour and justice of the British Government, m 
similar terms to those employedm the paperdeln ered to you 
on the llth inst , the Governor General will then consider 
how sucii unfounded calumnies and gross misrepresenta- 
tions, both of facts and arguments, deserve to be noticed 

On the subject of this coircgiondence it is here ap- 
propriate to append tho remarks of Jlr Will, in bis 
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“History of British India,” vol. vi. p. 191: — “A party 
“ to a treaty fulfils all its conditions with a punctuality, 
“ which, in his place, was altogether unexampled ; a gross 
“ infringement of that treaty, or at least, what appears to 
“ him a gross infringement, is about to be committed on 
“the other side; he points out clearly, but in the ‘most 
“ humble language, savouring of abjectness much more 
“ than disrespect, the inconsistency which appears to him 
“to exist between the treaty and the conduct; this is 
“ represented' by the other party as an impeachment of 
“ their honour and justice ; and if no guilt existed before 
“ to form a ground for punishing the party who declines 
“ compliance with their will, a guilt is now contracted 
“ which hardly any punishment can expiate. This,' it is 
“ evident, is a course by which no infringement of a treaty 
“ can ever be destitute of a justification. If the party 
“ injured submits without a word, his consent is alleged. 
“ If he complains, he is treated as impeaching the honour 
“ and justice of his superior; a crime of so prodigious a 
“ magnitude, as to set the superior above all obligation to 
“ such a worthless connection.” 

In a further -letter, dated the 2f?nd January, 1801, 
Lord Wellesley peremptorily required Saadat Allie either' 
to resign his- princely authority altogether, and accept an 
annual stipend, or to cede one-half of his territorial pos- 
sessions to the Company by way of indemnity for the 
expenses incurred on account of the tAvo bodies of troops 
already mentioned. The draft of a ti-eaty to this effect 
was at the same time foi-Avarded, as well as the necessary 
instructions to the Resident. 

The aspect of the case was noAv this. The Company 
were no longer content AA'ith the annual seventy-six lakhs 
of rupees guaranteed them in addition to other items by 
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the treaty of 1798, hat they demanded, and, as mil be 
shortly seen by the first article of the treaty of 1801 they 
acquired possession of a district having a gross revenue of 
13,500,000 rupees, or an annual income of fifty nine 
lakhs over and above the subsidy for 'which it 'was sub- 
stantially treated as a commutation Tlie Wuzier at 
first remonstrated against the demand, urged as usual m 
violation of an exirfin^ treaty, but the Governor-General 
without deigning to answer Iiim, addressed a letter dated 
Apnl 28th, 1801, to the Besident, authorising him, m the 
e'vent of the Wiizicr not consenting to make over the said 
provinces to the Company, to (ale forcible possession of the 
same , and instructing him, moreover, not to wait for further 
adnee on the subject, hut to act upon the present orders 
of the Goiemor-General, lo short, instigating him to an 
act of dacoitee second only to that m winch the hlarquis 
of Dalhousie has so recently involved the reputation of 
General Outram 

Some evpreseioas from Ix>rd Wellesley s letter have 
been already cited, and they are here given mth the con- 
tent of that pretence on -which Oude was to be despoiled 
consistently henceforth and on which much will he said 
before this statement is concluded *I am satisfied, ’ says 
Lord Wellesley, " that no cflectual security can bo pro- 
“ vided against the min of the province of Oude, until 
“ the exclusive mimagement of tho cm! and military 
“ government of that country sliall bo transferred intact 
“ to the Company, under smtable provisions for tho mam- 
“ tenance of His Excellency and of liis family Iso other 
‘ remedy can effect any considerable improvement m the 
“ resources of the state, or can ultimately secure ifs cx- 
“ ternal safety and internal pcaco It might be asked, if 
jio other remedy was available to avert the rum of Oudo 
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Low canic it that Lord Wcllcslc}*, absolute master as be 
was of tbefato of the country, did not enforce this remedy? 
Did be fear tbe condcinnalion of English opinion ? Did be 
hesitate in apprehension of the fate of Hastings ? Or 
did bo shrink from a measure wliicb, on subsequent con- 
sideration, be himself could not justify, and so leave half 
the prey to the grasp of future spoilers? It is impossible 
to answer these questions satisfactorily, and to determine 
wherefore, when the real oljjcct was so manifest, the pre- 
text and the victim were permitted to linger for another 
half century.^' 

Lord 'Wellesley, at all events, did not apjiropriatc the 
entire province, but when his intention to take half the 
'Wuziers territorj’ was announced, the latter, api>rchending 
that the end had commenced, exclaimed, “If such be, 
“ indeed, the case, it will not be long ere the remaining 
“ portions of the country will bo wrested from me.” It 
proved longer than he expected : for those portions were 
made available to the Company’s coflbrs, as the sequel 
will prove, notwithstanding they were henceforth to bo 
released from the subsidy. At the same time, it required 
all the assurances of the Resident and of the Governor’s 
private secretary, the Hon. Henry Wellesley, to induce 
him to attach any value to the promise that he should have 
an undisturbed authority over the territory left to him ; 
and in fact he at first seriously contemplated a voluntary 
exile from his native land and a pilgrimage to the holy 


* Great os rvas tlio Eacrifice required from the Nawaub by this treaty, 
tlie wonder is it was not greater, if it be considered that, according to Lord 
tycUcsley's own letters to Col. Scott, bis Lord.sbip’s “object being tbe 
“ acquisition by tbe Company of tbe exclu.sivc autbority, civil and military,* 
“ over tbe dominions of Oude “ nothing should be allowed to impede tbe 
“ grand object — the sole administration of the civil and military government 
“ of all the territories and dependencies of the state of Oude, together with the 
"full and entire.right and title to the revenues thereof.” 


D 
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places of his religion and to foreign climes, leaving his 
oppressors to act as they might tbinh fit during his 
absence “ Let me, ’ said he, “ speedily be permitted to 
“ depart on my travels and pilgrimage, for I shall consider 
“ It a disgrace so show my face to the people here ” But 
this intention was too hopeless and despairing for adoption, 
and eventually the Wuzier consented to sign the treaty 
placed before him, after discus«ioo and expostulation had 
prov ed to be vain Thus an act of tyranny was consummated, 
and the treaty was procured on which so much stress has 
been unwarrantably laid Thus, and by such preliminaries. 
It was farced upon our reluctant Ally The Company 
first poured upon the Wuzier such numbers of troops, they 
heaped demand upon demand on bm so incessantly, that 
at length his resources became inadequate to their pay- 
ment , and then, when be was compelled to make an av owal 
of such inadequacy, they seized upon that avowal os a 
ground for demanding a perpetual cession of one half his 
remaioiDg terntory In short, to put the matter in its 
true light, they took away half his possessions because they 
had exhausted his purse, and in token of their “ friendship 
" and union ' they made him bound to them — by a halter 
The treaty which accomplished these infamous results 
was signed on tbo I4th November, 1801, and some account 
must now be given of its pnncipal jirovisions Its first 
article is that which pays off the mortage with a portion of 
the estate enormously beyond its vahio The districts to 
be ceded, with their revenues, amounting in gross to one 
crore and thirty -five lakhs of rupees, in commutation of the 
subsidy, &c , arc scheduled m full, and if the reader will 
to the msp of India pubhsbed by 3/r ITyW, he will 
sec that these distnefs are tho very Doab coveted by Sir 
John Shore m 1798, the country wbch we could nottlicn 
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mont 33 ahrays to be attached to tis person, ani 
article G, lie is expected to “ndme with, and act in con- 
''formilyto the counsd of the officers of the Company" 
TLe enga^Ginents id tins article are especiaD/ material, as 
they furnish the plea on which I/ird Dalhousie confessedly 
proceeds, half a century later, to final confifcation, ivitli- 
out regard to treaties made subsequently, and, as mU be 
=een hereafter, without reason, if this present treaty still 
subsisted, for wresting from it a sanction for hts indepen- 
dent act of violence 

This treaty, hoM ever,was signed, and the toannerm which 
it was extorted may be collected from the Wuzier s expres- 
sions on a subsequent occasion In a memorandum of the 
result of certain discussions between him and the Governor- 
General, and which will be found in the “ Parliamentary 
“ Return of Treaties, «lc,” immediately following the treaty 
of 1801, the Wuzier says, “I have been induced to cede the 
“ districts for the charges of the troops, merely to gratify 
“ his Lordship, deeming it necessary so to do m conso- 
“ quence of Jfr Wellesley’s arrival, resolving to conform 
“ to his Lnrdship s commands ” The memorandum above 
referred to contains a paper of propositions transmitted by 
the Nawaub ^Vuzier for the Governor Generals assent, 
with the Governor General s ansn ers to each or the articles 
detailed, for tho most part in npproial of the Wuzicrs 
proposals The pnncjpal object of these proposals was to 
impart additional strength and stability to tho Wuzier s 
authority, and to present tho undue intcrferenco and 
meddling of the Residents, and in this respect Lord 
Wellesley gaie some reasonable satisfaction to the Wuzier, 
and appears to have contemplated and laid down a course 
of conduct which his successors and their subordinates as 
usual departed fromwnddy Thus Lord Wellesley ailed 
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counsel, and at the sgme time to free him from a rigorous 
constraint, the general tendency being to undermine and 
destroy, instead of imparting “ strength and stability to his 
“ authority,’ and these principles trill be found to* hare 
had as little effect as the sermons of the Directors when in 
conflict with their rapacity, or as the Tenth Command 
meut it=elf while there was still an Oude to coret. Mr 
Mill, as usual, has discerned the true beanng of these 
principles in the vieirs of those who came afterwards to 
interpret them Referring to the practical result he re 
marks that, The impatient desire to extinguish the 
mihtary power of the Vixier, exhibits the sort of relation 
" in which the English Go'emroent wishes to stand with 
“ Its allies It exhibits, alscv the lasts of hypocnsif, on 
“ which that Goreroment has so much endeavoured to 
“ build Itself The Naw aub was stripped of his dominions , 
*' yet thmgs were placed m such a form, that it might still 
" be affirmed he possessed them * 

It u remarkable, on the other hand, th^it Lord 
Wellesley himself, though he participated m these views, 
should nevertheless have intended to allow so much lati- 
tude to the Wuziers of Oude in the government of their 
dominions , and it is a fair m/erence therefrom, that he 
was not so much impressed by the statements of their 
misgovernraent as he or ©there affected to be It was 
subsequently declared, in the strongest and most explicit 
terms, by several of the Company's servants, best acquainted 
with Indian affairs, in their examination before the House 
of Commons m 1806, that not m respect to army, judica- 
ture, or taxation, was the situation of Oude more unfavour- 
able than that of other native Governments of India, with 
which It might truly be regarded upon a level It vvas 
• “ History of Bntish India ~ Tol vl p. 211 
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superior nt nil events to the Government, of Bengal, vvlhch 
had come into the hands of the Comj)any, and which the 
Company had nt this time deteriorated, if wc may trust 
the official reports of its own most cxjicrionccd servants. 
Thus, wo conclude, there was no s\ifficicnt ground for 
meddling with it, and that therefore it remained after the 
cession of the treaty of ISOl, for a season, undisqnictcd. 
In fact, there is an interval in its history from this date, 
and wc hear no more of it, except of friendly services from 
its ^Vuzior to Ids covetous allies* until the llth of July, 
1814, when Saadat Allie himself dejiarted this life, and 
the Company’s cleverest servants could despoil him no 
further. 

With Saadat Allie the suhsid)- system, which had been 
made a means of plundering throe successive monarchs, 
came, as wc liavc seen, to an apparent end. As is shown 
by the aMarquis of Hastings, in a minute of the 3rd of 
February, 1816, Lord Wellesley had foreseen the diffi- 
culties in which it would involve us. "The system of 
" atlracling the native sovereigns into subsidiary engage- 

• Tramlation of a Letter from the JLvuqcis or VVr.i.i.r.sLr.v, Intc Govcriwr- 

Gentrai, to the Address of N.uvauii Sa-VDAT A 1 . 1 . 11 :, August 20, 1803. 

“ I. feel mvEclf very much nntl highly pIc.^‘=«l to he.nr from Colonel Scott 
“ that your Excellency liM hindiy offered to supply n iminhcr of horses from 
“ your stable for the Comp-iny's troops now marching towards the British 
“ army. Tliis fricudbj aid which your Excellency has libcmlly afforded on 
“ this emergent occ.ision, ha.s been esteemed a new proof of t/otir fidelitp and 
"good feelings towards the British Government. Colonel Scott’s request, on 
“belialf of the Govermnent to your Excellency for tlic horses, must bo held 
“as equivalent to his having conveyed my Eentimonts to your E.xcellency 
“ before I could express them. Your immceliatc nnd kind compliance with 
“my request respecting the supply of cattle, is an indelible mark of yonr 
courtesy and sincerity towards the Honourable Company, and has also laid 
“ a heavy load of obligation upon my shoulders; and what I have nTitten in 
“ acknowledgment thereof is in tho proportion of a tliousand to one as to 
“ what ought to have been written. I hope your Excellency will believe mo 
“ constantly desirous of hearing tidings of your good health, and that you 
“ will alunys honour me with letters expressive of the same h.appy ncTO." 
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“ ments tlio work of a truly aide statesman had its inherent 
“defects ’ Accordingly, in the case of Oude, it was sus 
pended and set aside for other agencies more insidious 
and more gradually subrersjrc of the native governinent 
At this point, therefore, we may recapitulate its history to 
remark the mischief it had already accomplished By the 
treaty of Allahabad, in 1765, it bound the Nawaub to 
defray the eximordincary eapeose of any military force 
which ne might afford Jura in the exigency of his affairs 
In 1768 this exigency was insured by restricting the 
number of bis own soldiery In 1773 a brigade was 
quartered on him at the rate of 2,10,000 Sicca rupees per 
month The Company engiged that “ no more should on 
“ any account he demanded of Atm, and in 1 775 the pnee 
of this brigade nos raised to his^ucccssor 50,000 rupees 
per month, or from a monthly charge of £i6,S50 
to ^SS,d03 In 1777 an additional brigade called 
* temporaty, was quartered on him and became permanent, 
cotwithstanduig his protests, and an undertaking on the 
part of Warren Hastings for its speedy remoral To the 
additional brigade other items were added, till, m 1786, a 
subsidy of thirty four Jakhs of rupees requured by treaty 
had been actually raised by high pressure to ciglity-four 
lakhs per annum This subsidy, in 1787, Lord Cornwallis 
reduced to lakhs , but for the fifty lakhs he obtamed an 
engagement by treaty which had hitherto extended only to 
thirty four lakhs Again the sum was finally fixed , and 
again, m 1797, it was raised by Sir John Shore five lakhs 
and a half, or ^55,000 per annum for two more regiments 
quartered upon the reluctant Wuzier In 1798 the same 
performer, taking advantage of the accession of Saadat 
Allie, hoisted the subsidy at a bound from £555 000 to 
^760, 000 a year, and when as was natural, this ex- 
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orliitant levy fell into arrears, tlicroupon came Lord 
'\^’ellcslcy, ■v^•llO took in exchange for the suhsid}’ the 
jDoab, a country with a revenue of ,Cl,3r)C,.347 sterling. 
Such, in the briefest jiossible compass, wore our snccossivo 
claims on the revenues of Ondc (and on the j)opulation 
for which we now profess so much solicitude) under the 
subsidy system as applied through three successive reigns. 
Such, pensive reader, up to this i)oint, is the sum of this 
pretty history. 
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CHAPTER IV 

enowiso now C? &EFA0LT of OTHCft MEASfS THE COMPAJfY WOBKEB 
CnAEEE OOO BEEH A8 A MUTE OF UOIFICEXCE 

Ghazee-ood-Deenwos the successor of his father Saadat 
Allie , but so much had been squeezed out of his reluctant 
parent that really there was no hope of a further bargain 
^vlth himself He actuallj escaped the usual incident of 
the sacrifice of a fertile proTince or of a hillock of rupees 
as the price of his accession , and he entered into coTenant 
with the East India Company without costly ceremomes 
or a painful initiatiou *It is true his fatlicr bad paid for 
him m advance by a cession of terntory , and his father 
had obtained a treaty at this excessive price, which, though 
It has been otherwise interpreted since, afibrded lam prac 
tically the hberty of governing according to bs own judg* 
inent the considerable terntory which still remained to 
him As he was free from interference he governed 
efiectualJy, and instead of a deficit, he left upon his decease 
a veiy considerable surplus in his exchequer This surplus, 
of course, found its way into the coffers of tho Company by 
agencies u hich will be duly recounted hereafter But the 
other and usual methods of plunder were suspended, 
mutual recognitions of cxbtmg tieaties were executed on 
the accession of the new sovereign , and without any 
apparent refresher m his behalf, it was agreed that they 
should ‘ be observed and kept till the end of tmxe 

Something more ei en than tins was obtained by the 
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Wuzier, in engagements as to how these treaties were to be 
interpreted. The treaty of 1801 gave a vague sanction to 
requirements of the Resident, a sanction which was ex- 
plained away by Lord Wellesley, but which might, never- 
theless, cause inconvenience hereafter. As if to anticipate 
and preclude the very use to which it was afterwards 
turned by Lord Dalhousie, the Wuzier, on the 12th 
November, 1814, submitted to the Governor-General 
certain propositions, which, with the respective replies, are 
worthy of close observation. The propositions in ques- 
tion are the first and fifth but of seven which the 
Wuzier made in all, and they uill be now given, with the 
immediate answers and the further promises which they 
elicited. 

Prop. 1. "^^Tiatever portion of territory was held by 
my late father, until the hour of his decease, and by your 
Lordship’s placing me on the musnud, has descended as 
an inheritance to me ; let my power and authority be 
exercised over it, as in the time of my father, and let not 
a purgunnah or a village, therefore, on any occasion, or by 
any change, be separated fium my rule, but let it be con- 
firmed to me and to my posterity to the latest generation. 

The following is the Governor-General’s reply : — 

“ I have no other view,” he says, “ than the placing 
“ the Nawaub Vizier in that relative situation, with regard 
“ to the British Government, w'hich clear and undeniable 
“ justice demands, and which, therefore, must be the wish 
“ of our nation. The efi’ect of ray procedure would be, 
“ undoubtedly, to give to His Excellency’s Government 
“ character and efiiciency in a degree which could not fail 
“ to satisfy all His Excellency’s wishes on that head.” 

Prop. 5. If any one of my relations, dependents, 
•servants, or subjects, shall go to your Lordship or to 
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Calcutta to compHin, an/litde atteution or regard to tbe 
subject of b]S Complaint will be the cause of impairing my 
dignity and consequence, and will excite others to follow 
tho same course, and be a source of trouble to your Lord- 
ship I hope that immediately on their being heard, this 
answer will be given to them — ^Tiat they must go and 
refer their complaint to their oiro Sorereiga In the event of 
their persevering and being urgent, let them be turned 
away with a sharp reprimand, that this my authority and 
dfgmty may bo upheld, and the door be shut against eiij , 
for three degrees of adawlut (courts of judicature) have 
been established here, and if, notwithstanding this, a 
person seeks to go from here, it is a proof that his 
claim IS unjust 

Answer — I can have no hesitation in promi«iDg this lo 
“ the fullest manner, with no other resenation than what 
" may be necessary /or tie /uM/mea/ of the eagogemeats 
" of the British Goreroment, in cases where its guarantee 
“ IS pledged 

The last paragraph but one of the Governor Generals 
letter, containing the answers to the propositions, and which 
IS dated Camp, JXabonab, I2th of November, 1814, 
contains, moreover, the foilomng promise — 

“The British Government is perfectly disposed to 
“ tender the succession to tbo musnud of Oudo in the 
“ family of the present Nawaub Viaer secure and un- 
“ questionable If the line of that succession, as defined 
“ by tho law, and recognised in principle by the coun- 
“ try, be certified to the Governor General, the British 
“ Government wall have no hesitation to guarantee it ' 

Moreover, in a letter addressed to Mr Baillic, Resident 
at Lucknow, by J Adam, Secretary to the Government, 
and dated Camp, Mabonab, 12th November, 1814, the 
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Secretary more distinctly sa 3 *s, *|[ 18 : “Tlie reservation by 
“ treaty’ of a right to interfere with adrice or remonstrance 
“ upon any management of affairs "witbin the Nawaub’s 
“ reserved dominions, •\vbicb may injuriously affect the 
“ British interests, clearly implies that, in all other respects, 
“ the administration of the Navaub is to be free ; but, 
“ indeed, it is erident from the whole tenor of the treaty, 
“ that an nninterniptei exercise of his oiun authority ivithiii 
“ the reserved dominions, was assured to him in order to 
“ justif}' the very strong step which we took in appro- 
“ printing to ourselves (as an exchange for the subsidy) 
“ so large a portion of his territories. The I^aivauh is, con- 
“ sequcntly, to he treated in all pullic ohscrvances as an inde- 
“ pendent Prince. Essentially he must be subserrient to 
“ the British Government; but in proportion as that point 
“ is secure, personal attentions to him involve no incon- 
“ venience, and on the other hand they cannot but be 
“ productive of advantage.” 

There is a looseness of expression in this last sentence, 
by which, nevertheless, we merely understand that, as 
respects - “ British interests,” the consideration reserved 
above, the Nawaub is to follow the lead of the British 
Government, and is in this sense to be subservient to it ; 
but as respects the internal management of his countiy, 
where British interests are not affected, there can be no 
doubt whatever that the preceding sentences denote ex- 
plicitly his complete independence. He is to be treated 
“ as an independent Prince ”. in all public observances. 
The exercise of his authorit}' in his own reserved do- 
minions is to be “ uninteri'uptcd ; ” so little excuse is 
afforded, thus far, for its interrujition by a busy Resident. 
To complete this construction of the treaty, if anything 
was wanting, we have a minute of the Governor- General 
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two years later, which leaves no doubt what was at that 
date the profession of tho Indian Government 

“ When tho heavily reluctant assent of Saadat Alhe 
“ ^ as obtained for the cession of a large portion of his 
‘ dominion, in commutation of* the pecuniary contribu 
“ tions xvhich he was bound to pay for the subsidiary 
“ force, the most distinct assurance was pledged to him by 
“ treaty, for kis independent exerase of authority unihin the 
“ remainder of Ais temtones * * The punctual oh- 

“ teriance cf this contract was imperiously hinding on our 
“ honour, our prolity, and our interests — Minute of the 
6rOtemor General, 3rd Fehruary, 1816, rrc 83 * * 

“ The policy which appeared to me recommended, no 
“ less by our convenience than by our good faith, nos to 
" observe strictly the true and obnous spmt of our engage* 
“ mentswith the Sovereign of Oude, by leaving him a free 
‘ agent in the internal gotemment of his own dominions, 
** tnterfenng with that advice which to him mwif be in- 
‘ junction only in cases where the real importance of our 
" mutual interests required it — llnd, see 86 

These statements must be borne in mind m tho latter 
part of this narrative, especially with reference to the con- 
duct of tho Resident, Colonel Sleeman Thus far they 
show that there was for a season, an intention on the part 
of some in authority to carry out Lord Wellesley s arrange 
ment in letter and in spirit, and having deprived tho 
Wurier of so much of Lis temtoty, really to leave him 
his sovereign rights over the residue 

Moreover, Oude was freed from exactions in tho form 
of subsidies by the same hard but definitive bargain , yet 
in re«pect of money, of course, tliero were other means of 
relieving its Princes of any tempting superfluity, and these 
means were resorted to as ire noir proceed to mention 
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Glia:'ec-ood-Dceii became by tlic death of the Baboo 
Begum, the lady Avhom Warren Hastings had maltreated, 
the heir to all her property, movable and immovable ; but 
the Company interposed, and took possession of nearly a 
crorc of rupees; and after the accounts Avero adjusted, 
returned only a fcAv thousand rupees to the Wuzicr, 
liaA'ing ko]it the remainder under the plea that they Avcrc 
her Highness’s executors, and entitled to cg|^ry her Avill 
into eilect. The legal rights of the Wuzier Avcrc thus 
overridden, and, subsequent to this “adjustment" of the 
accounts of the Begum’s property, the balances have been 
paid into the Company's treasiuy, and, up to the present 
time, no further accounts have been given in by the Com- 
pany’s officers ; and although many persons aa-Iio (as their 
right was interpreted by the Comjiany) had a life-interest 
in the said propert)', are dead, and the annuities Iiua'c con- 
sequently fallen in, the principal and interest are still lying 
in the Company’s treasury, and the benefit of the same is 
appropriated by the Company itself. Apjdications haA'o, 
however, been repeatedly made through every Resident 
for the restoration to its legitimate owner of the money so 
accumulated, but without success ; in fact, Avithout obtain- 
ing even a replj^ from the accomplished dacoits in their 
character of executors. Thus, if subsidies were precluded, 
successions Avere open, Avhilc in certain particulars, still to 
be mentioned, there wore found to be other Avays' of 
mulcting a reluctant Wuzier, and of relicAung him from any 
difficulty as to the int'estment of his superfluous assets. 

As AA'as stated aboA’e, Saadat Allie had left a con- 
siderable balance in his treasury at his decease, and the 
Company, with that aptitude which they consistently dis- 
played, in due course touched this balance under the 
denomination of a loan. The transaction reads A’erj'' simply 
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and quietljjn tLe Blue Book — “ At a conference betn’een 
“ tHe Enrl of Moira (tben Goremor General) and tlie 
“ Wuzier, on the 14 th OcL, 1814, his highness offered ono 
" crore of rupees as a gift to the Company. It \ras refused 
‘i as a gift, but accepted as a loan The financial pressure, 
“ caused by the protracted prosecution of the Nepaul svar, 
“ led the Governor General to ask tlie Vizier for another 
“ loan of ^6 crore, which was obtained,” Ac Now, 
the official correspondence of the Government at the time 
shows that not a little negotiation and management were 
necessary, and not a little pressure was put upon the 
Wuzier to obtain this apparently facile acqmesconce. On 
December 10, 1814, Mr C M Ricketts, Secretary to 
Government, wntes to Lieut ‘Colonel Baillie, Resident at 
Lucknow, praising hts “admirable skill m negotiatioo,'' 
and suggesting its employmeat m extracting the second 
ciore of rupees which “you mentioned, I Vniik, the 
Nawaub would readily advance, “since his treasury was 
“ full On January 2, 1815, the same to the same urges 
Colonel Bailhe to “ lose no time m commencing his nego- 
“ tiations mth the Nawaub for a further supply of cash , ’ 
but Colonel Bailhe s reply to this, on January the 1 0th, puts 
a aery different aspect on this poetical transactiou, and is 
suggestive of some omissions in the simple narrative of the 
Oude Blue Book *«*•**# 

*■ * * “ By the way, I ham no recollection 

“ of the circumstance of Ills Excellency's former offer of 
“ a second crore of rupees Jt uas certainly not made to 
“ me nor to his Lorddiip distinctly m my presence The 
“ Nawaub made a general ob*crvatioa, la the true oriental 
“ style, that his Jan Mai (life and property) were at bis 
“ lordship s command, and an expression to the same effect 
“ was contamed in one of the papers of requests which he 
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“ recalled. You told me, I also remember, and^ so did 
Swinton and A-dam, that at a conference from wHcb I 
“ w'as absent. His Excellency bad offered tbe first crore as 
“ a gift instead of a loan, and as mucb more as might be 
“ granted ; but His Excellency’s WTitten offer to me of a 
“ crore was expressed in by no means so liberal terms, v, 
“ and as tbe paper is still by me, I insert a ti-anslation of 
“ it bere ; — 

• “ ‘ You mentioned yesterday tbe necessity of a supply 
“ of cash for the extraordinary charges of tbe Company. 

“ As far as a crore of rupees I shall certainly fm'nish by 
“ luay of loan, but beyond that sum is impossible, and a 
“ voucher for this sura must be given,’ ” &c. 

On the 18th Eebruary, howevei-, Mr. Ricketts is still 
pressing Colonel Baillie, “ as without another 'crore Go- 
“ vernment may experience the most serious embarrass- 
“ ment.” On the 23rd we find from another letter of Mr. 
Ricketts' that the TViizier is offering only an additional 
fifty lalchs instead of the required crore ; and “ in his let- 
“ ter he (the Wuzier) makes us apparently blow hot and 
“ cold iu one breath, for he says that we decline the offer of 
“ his troops because the urgency of the case did not require it, 

“ hut that we solicit q^ecimiary aid because a necessity has 
“ occurred of raising troops;' in fact, if we understand (he 
Wuzier’s difficulty, he conceived that we were reverting’ 
to the plan of subsidies under another denomination. 
Nevertheless, the second crore of rupees was obtained 
before long, whether by allurements or menaces, or by the 
spontaneous good-will of the Wuzier, it is vain now to 
inquire; and the Governor-General expressed his high 
approbation of the ability and address with which Colonel 
Baillie had conducted the negotiation to this result. At 
the same 'time he was lavish in his thanks to the Na ’ 

E 
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for “tij| liberal aid, wl»ch endenced “his fidelity and 
“ faithfulness towards the British Government, and 
whicli fidelity and faithfulness were in the sequel thus re- 
warded In the first place, (or this second crore of rupees 
he was induced to accept, by treaty, in the following year, 
the district of Kyreeghur, which was of very little use to 
him As Bishop Ueher, m his Journal, vol u p 81, 
expresses himself upon this transaction — “ The King lent 
“ the Bnti h Government all that would have enabled him 
“ to easp the people of their burdens Of the two millions 
“ which his father had left, he lent one to lord Hastings 
“ to carry on the Nepaul War For this he was to 
“ receive interest, but unfortuuately,for lum he accepted 
“instead of all payment a grant of fresh territory under 
' the Himtilaya mountains, which is unproductive, being 
" either a savage wilderness or occupied by a race of moun 
* taineors who pay no taxes without being compelled to do 
“ so, and he had not the means of compelling them And 
finally, though this district was com eyed to the Wuzierby 
a treaty dated m ISlfi, it was taken from his heirs by 
Lord Dalhousie under a prodamaUon based on the treattj of 
1801 Included in the common spoil of the Kings do- 
minions, though It had been purchased from lus Bntish 
allies out of bis ancestor s savings, these same allies having 
long since spent the million sterling they recened as its 
purchase money, now resume the land they soM in virtue 
of a treaty made fifteen years before the sale was effected 
If they resume tho land, they owo the Wuricr a million 
sterling, if they retain the million sterling, they are 
bound to relinquish the land There is no escape from this 

this supplementary or episodical robbery of tho King of 
Oude ■\Vhcre a Jkjngdora ^^Tested from its rightful _ 
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owner, it is tliouglit, reasonably enougli. dial a million more 
or less is likely to cscajic the notice of the British public, 
and to remain undetected in the midst of the general con- 
fusion. 

"Wo set a mark upon this incident, however, and wc 
now pass on. In default of subsidies, the system of loans 
w;is so convenient a form for ajiplying the resources of 
Glide to the jnirposes of the Company, that it was pursued 
on various otlier occasions besides those which have been 
already spccilied. In this very reign of Ghazce-ood-Dccn, 
we hear again and again of crores and lakhs coaxed out of 
the royal coft'ers, and received with ]irofcssions of eternal 
gratitude, and with ecstasy of fervour which a shower 
of rupees inevitably excites in the otherwise arid bosom of 
a great Indian oflicial. It is a})propriatc to give hero 
some extracts from the despatches of Lord Amherst in 
e^•idcnco of these emotions, and of the pious pr.aycrs in 
consequence addressed to the Almighty under the unusual 
sanction of an oflicial envelope. The exhibition will be 
doubtless new to English readers, and therefore it is com- 
mended to their most diligent attention. It will be ob- 
served that the following letters are addressed to the “ Kixa 
“ of Glide,” for in 1819, in the season of loans, with the 
approbation of the British Government, Ghazcc-ood-Decn 
had assumed this title, and had been regally crowned ; aud 
now, as he royally relieves the wants of the Company, the 
following is the incense which he receives from his devoted 
debtors ; — 
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Translatiov of a Kditrbeeta (letter to a Pnnce) from 
Lord Amhepst, Governor-General of India, to H !M 
Giiazee-ood-Deev Htdee, ICing of Oude, dated 
October 14th, 1825 

After the usual compliments, — 

“ It 3s noir some tune since I conr^ed to jour Ma- 
jest}, through the Resident, Mr Mordaunt Ricketts, mj 
cordial thanks for the instance you have given me of jour 
friendship, by advancing, upon certain conditions, by 
way of loan, th sum of one crore ^ rupees (£1,000,000 
sterling), in case of eitreme eme^enej and need, the 
Burmese war having cost enormous suras of money 

“ This your offer has proved of essential service, and 
at the same time maaifests your unfeigned attachment, as 
well as the interest you take in the welfare of the British 
Government, from among all the allies of which, I have 
further to assure )OU, jour Majesty has carried off the 
golden ball of supenordy 

* Th.6 exer-\.erdant and Uoomxng pardax of our mutual 
frtendshtp has been refreshed and embellished, while the 
benefits and fruit** of our amity, which have existed from 
days of yore, are impressed upon the heart of eiery Snffhsh- 
wiaii, both here and in Europe, as indelibly as if they had 
been engraven upon adimanl, nor will lapse of time or 
change of circumstances efface from the memojy of the 
Sntish nation so irrffragaUe a proof to irrensltble an 
argument, of the fraternal sentiments of your Majesty 
“ I have also to express mj' entire approbation of the 
conduct and fullest satisfaction with the efficiency of joiir 
Prime Minister, illustnoiisson and sincere fnend, Navvaub 
Mntmood Dowla ^looktcar ool Illoolk, li9n jii the battle- 
field commaiider-m-clucf; pillar of the stale, for ever 
devoted to the King of the World, Gliaxee-owl-Deen Iljdcr, 
Pad$]iah of Oude, and who has exerted himself most 
efficiently m this matter, gaining tlierebj my unqualified 
commendations 
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“ Now. as tlic Avelcoinc intelligence of a frientVs success 
and prosperity inijiarts liappiness to every other member 
of the vast cirdc of ooiicahlaicss and brotherhj vnion, 
therefore 1, your .‘sincere and .steadfast friend, lake this 
opportunity of informing you, and of thereby adding to 
your pleasure, that lately, by the .arrival of news from 
Burm.ah, I have been informed that marks of deep 
rejientance and shame arc stamjied upon the brows of 
that malignant race, who. findincr themselves un.able to 
resist our all-itowerful and victorious arms, have at last 
resolved, with all their heart and soul, to tender the 
humblest and sincerest apologie=:, and to consent to 
accept of peace upon such conditions as arc most satis- 
factory to us. 

“ 'riiey h,ave been compelled to come to this determi- 
nation, their foolish ’ hearts being, at length, convinced 
that they cannot confront our triumphant army, from 
whose valour .there is no escape, and which cli.ascs its 
enemy before it as a lion does the roe of the wil- 
derness. 

" They arc now fully sensible that a more protracted 
resistance would but entail on them misfortune and 
rum. 

“ Upon the final and satisfactory conclusion of peace I 
shall do myself the ple.asurc of duly notifying that 
auspicious event to your Ivlajesty. 

“ I beg your i\Iajesty will consider me as always 
anxious to have information respecting ^mur health and 
welfare, and desirous that you should uTite to me from 
time to time. 

“ I conclude, ivitli fervent prayers for your prosperity 
and the continuance of your dignity and grandeur. 

(Signed) “ Amuirst.” 


Translation of Lord Amherst’s Letter, 23rd June, 
1826, to H. M. Ghazee-ood-Deen Htder. 

“ On hearing that your Majesty, who imparts lustre to 
the throne and dignity to the State, has with the greatest 



70 


DACOITEE IN EXCELSIS, 


courtesy and kindness lent to the Honourable Company 
the sum of fifty lakhs of rupees, Ludmow coxti, ^vhich the 
officers of your Majesty s Goremment have duly delivered 
tnfo the treasury of the ljucLnow Residency, I i\as greatly 
delighted and oUxged heyond expression, and herewith express 
my grateful thanks for die same May God Almighty 
keep your Magesty (tub mine of MPAmcEvcE) undei his 
eternal protection ' Your Majesty’s friendship and fidelity 
to the British Goremment have been orer and orer 
evinced Certainly the offering of such liberal aid and 
help, •which the Honourable Company have often and 
frequently obtained from yourSIajisty, completely demon- 
strates the sincerity of your feelings, and has refreshed the 
garden of friendship and fidelity, and bound tku Goiemment 
under unspeakable obligations 

“ And to express my delight and satisfaction, I have 
intimated to that most eminent and highly dignified officer 
and our representative, Mr M I?icketf» to wait upon 
Jour ^Injesty, and acknowledge on mj part this new and 
generous aid 

“ I hope your hfajesty will alwajs consider that I am 
desirous and anxiousforaccountsof yourhedlthand uelfare, 
and I trust you will rejoice and honour mo by your kind 
and gracious letters ’ 


ThanslatiO'v of a KnoimcEXA from Lord Amhebst, 
Governor Gcnenl of India, to H M Gnaaxeb ood~ 
Deen, Padsha of Oode, dated 2Srd of June, 1826 

After the usual compliments,— 

“ I, your sincere well-wisher, having learnt that your 
Majestj, the ornament of the throne of splendour and 
exalted dignity, has, out of* your great nttacJimcnt and 
friendship, lent the sum of fifty lakhs of Lucknow com 
(5 000,000 rupcc^=£500,000 sterling) to the Honourable 
East India Company, and that your Majesty s servants 
have accordingly conieyed and deposited the same in perfect 
safdy and security m Residency tieasury, beg to assure 
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Colonel Bailhe, of whose addre«3 we liave already heard, 
ha\ang^ given offence to the Na^aub of Oude by undue 
mterference in the internal affairs of his government, was 
removed in consequence by Lord Moira in 1815 ,* and of 
a similar tendency for many years wis tho policy of the 
Indian Government In the meantime the devoted pro- 
vince had rest, and ont of its fertile lands and liberal^ 
resources our Indian Government was sustained at periods 
of emergency The Indian Government svas of course 
destined to benefit in any event , but so long as it treated 
Oude liberally, this treatment thus resi^lted m arrangements 
to their joint advantage 

It may be doubtful whether the Indian Government 
had at any time lost sight of the intention avowed by Lord 
IVellesIey to appropriate Oude entirely And it may be 
doubted for the very reason that from the date of its avowal 
representations were spread abroad from time to time that 
Oude was misgoverned, that its people were oppressed, 
that Its revenues and institutions nere falling into decay 
Such representations were rife m the very reign of Ghazee- 
ood-Deen which we are now con-'idenng, but they were 
certainly not insisted on in 1818, as we learn by tho 
follomng abstract of a letter from Lord Moira, then 
Marquis of Hastings, to that Nawaub On tho 1st of 
Apnl (ahsitomen ^ the Marquis expresses his cordial thanks 
for the hospitality and marked attention recened by him 
when on his way from Lucknow to Goruckporc, and also 
for the abundant and evcellent supplies furnished to his 
camp by His Lxcellency’s officers during bis Lorddiip s 
progress through His Excellency s dominions The 
Alarquts also aisiires the JVauau^ of his tinjuali/ied appro- 
lation and sati^/aciion at tvUnessinff the high state of cultiva- 
• G«Tenior General g Miaates, 31it October, 1815 OuJe Piper*, p- 
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tion in trln'ch h,' founiI //«* O'ltmtnj. af nrli ax n( it$ inmasal 
popuhtusitt'ff, and af th' happlveix mid eamfort of aJf Iltx 
JC i\rl!n I ap’f ^ i / ?■ }''ctx . 

Still till' n'jmrl': to flic* cnniniry ronlimicd. Notwitii- 
fl.nndinc; llic ovideiiro fiirni'-licil by tin*, poryotml in'^poctinn 
of Lord llnslinp.'^; iiohuibstanilinir tlio mom tmipiblc* 
ovidcnoo whicli ronolud flu* Company in tin* ‘•hnpt* of yolid 
rnpt'c.': obt.aincvl by loan or nlliorwLf*, ‘•lamlorocii reports of 
the min of Omic ivctc* put in eircuhition. .ns it niny bo 
fnirly oonifTtnriiil. nith the samo objrrt which tlioylmvo 
since bf<’n.cinp!oyi'<l to [iroinole, the pciniro of the country 
by the Comji.nny wlicn cirrnm-'t.inccs fnvonred its .nnne.\n- 
tion. It linpiioricd. however, that during the reiori of 
Ghar.co-ood-Doon an impartial and .nn nnitnpcarhablo 
witness vi.sitcd his territories. Bishop ITcbor included 
them in hi? Indian Tour of lRCl-5; and on that occasion 
ho came to the concln.<ion %vhich wo have .slated on the 
reverse of onr title-page, that the ntimcrntiR population 
-and the indu.stty which ho wilnc.s.'cd were irrcconcil.nblo 
with (he roporl.s he had generally heard of the miFgovern- 
ment of the country. Ilis chapter.? upon Oudo, which 
the reader i.s invited to turn to, show in other rcsjicct.s the 
struggle of an honest mind between the evidence which 
was forced upon him by his own observations and that 
which he had hoard ap[)arently on trustworthy authorit}*. 
“ B'e had- heard much,” s.nys lie, “ of the mi.sgovorncd and 
“ desolate state of the kingdom of Oudo;” its pc.nsants, it 
is true, being a martial race, were all armed, but “ wo 
“found them peaceable and courteous;’’ in tlic village, 
“ the shops wore neat, and the n]>pDarnnce of the people 
“ comfortable and thriving ;" some of the King’s elephants 
were scantily kept by roguish co.nmissarics, but “ I was 
“pleased, however, and surprised after all which I had 
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“ heard of Oude, to find the country so completdy under 
“the plough,” &.C Luehnow reraiaded the traveller of 
Dresden, and one of jts streets of the High street of 
Oxford Notwithstanding the cautions he received against 
moving freely among its armed population, “ we found 
“invariable civility and good nature, people backing their 
" carts and elephants to make room for us, and displaying 
“ on tho whole a far greater spirit of hospitality and accom- 
“ modation than two foreigners would have met with m 
'‘Xondon The King somewhat impressed him, and 
suggested a compansou with our James the First “ He 
“ was fond, as I have observed, of study, and in all points of 
“ Oriental philology and philosophy, is really reckoned a 
“learned man, besides having a strong taste for mechanics 
“and chemistry But these, as Heber remarks, tended 
rather to divert hts mind from the duties of his station, 
yet “no single act of violence or oppression has ever 
“ been ascribed to him, or supposed to have been perpe- 
“ trated with his knowledge ” * * * * «« Ho urges 
“ that ‘all his difficulties have arisen from his entire con* 

“ fidence in the fnendship of the Company That they 
“ induced him nud his ancestors to disband an excellent 
“ army, till they scarce left sentries enough for the palace, 

‘ and thus the^ have become unable, without help, to 
“ enforce payment of their ancient revenues That this 
“ induced him to lend to the Bntish Government all tho 
“ money which would have el»e enabled him to ease tlic 
“'people of their burthens, and to meet inthout incon- 
“ venience whatever loss of mcomoa new assessment may, 

“ for some time, render inevitable That he never has 
“ refused and never mil refuse, to gi\ e tho best considcra- 
“ tion m his power to any measures of reform uhich may 
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“ be, in a friendly manner, proposed to him ; but he refers 
“ those who represent him as a t^n'ant, or who speak of 
“ his country as depopulated, to every traveller who has 
“ marched along its principal roads, and has observed the 
“ extent of cultivation through which they are, carried.’ ’’ 

* * * 4:- “I can bear witness certainly to the truth of the 
“ King’sstatement,thathistemtoriesare reallyin afar better 
“ state of cultivation than I had expected to find them. 

* From Lucknow to Sandee, where I am now WTiting, the 
“ country is as populous and well cultivated as most of the 
“ Company’s provinces. The truth perhaps is, that for 
“ more than a year back, since the aid of JSritisli troops 
“ has lem withheld, affairs have been in some respects 
“ growing better.’’ ^ * * “I cannot but sus- 
“ pect, therefore, that the misfortunes and anai-chy of 
“ Oude are somewhat overrated,” &c. ****«•* 

* * • * 4f .< j asked also if the people thus oppressed 

“ desired, as I had been assured they did, to be placed 
“ under English government ? Captain Lockitt said that 
“ he had heard the same thing ; but on liis way this year 
“ to Lucknow, and conversing, as his admirable knowdedge 
“ of Hindoostanee enables him to do, familiarly with the 
‘‘ suw'arrs who accompanied him, and who spoke out, like 
“ all the rest of their cqunti-ymen, on the weakness of the 
“ King and the wickedness of the Government, he fairly 
“ put the question to them, when the Jemautdar, joining 
“ his hands, said with great fervency, ‘ h'liserable as we 
“ are, of all miseries keep us from that ! ’ ” * 

Such are the statements, coupled with accounts of dis- 
orders in the collection of revenues, and of the mischief 
resulting from the interference of Kesidents, which the 
reader will find in the w’ork of Reginald Heber. He is 
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iij-rftod to turn to it as an autbentic record of tie results 
of Ghazee-ood-Deens sovereignty, for Heberwas in Oiide 
in 1824-5, and in 1827 Ghazee-ood-Deen died, and paid 
tie debt of nature, in addition to iis other payments, as 
'the Company’s productive ** Mine of Munificence.” 
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CHAPTER V. ^ 

SHOWESG HOW THE COSrPAHT COESEHTEH TO HECEIVE A EOAS FROM 
NHSSEER-OOD-DEEN, WITH OTHER ADVANTAGES; ALSO, BY WHAT 
MEANS AND WITH WHAT OBJECTS THEY EXTRACTED THE TREATY OE 
1887 FROM HIS SnCCESSOR. 

Ghazee-ood-Deen was succeeded by bis son Nusseer- 
ood-Deen Hyder, wbo, also, was worked in the capacity of 
a Mine of Munificence, for which his benevolent nature 
afibrded various facilities. Two years after his accession, 
as we learn from the “ Parliamentary Return of Treaties,” 
that is, “ in 1829, Government consented to receive as a 
“ special loan the sum of '62,40,000 rupees,” the interest of 
which was to form a provision for certain members of His 
Majesty’s family, and in case of their death without heirs 
to revert to His hlajesty himself. The Government 
obligingly consented to receive this sum as a loan ; such is 
the statement which is made to Parliament and the public, 
but neither Parliament nor the public are informed at the 
same time that Government never consented to repay it. 
ISlor did they pay the lapsed pensions to His Majesty 
according to the fifth article of the treaty,* wliich was 

* That tliere may be no doubt as to the effect of this treaty," dated JlEarcb 
1st, 1829, tbe foboving is an abstract of its principal articles : — 

Art. 1. His Majesty the King of Oude has paid, and the Glovembr- 
General in Council, on the part of the East India Company, has received 
in loan, the sum of Lucknow Sicca rupees, sixty-two la khs and forty 
thousand. 

Art. 2. On the said principal sum, interest at the rate of five per cent, 
per annum, in quarterly payments, according to the English months, shall be 
paid from the treasury of the Resident. 

Art. 3. The total of the yearly interest is three hundred and twelve 
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made in this behalf. AJthongh repeated applicatiozis were 
made for it, not one farthing ever found its way into the 
royal treasury. No reply \ra3 ever vouchsafed to these 
repeated applications, except upon one occasion, when an 
^answer was receited from Sir Charles Metcalfe, dated the 
10th April, 1834, stating that he had instructed Major 
John Low, the Resident, who would 'give full information 
on the subject to His Majesty. But Major Low gave no 
information; still less did the Company gi^e hack any 
rupees. They consented, in short, to retain as a gift, the 
moneys they had consented to receUe as a loan, and in 
either ease their consent was given as easily as the consent ' 
of a Robson or a Redpath to a similar scries of transactions. 
On such terms, 'no doubt, it would not have been difficult 
to procure their consent to an indoite number of such /oonr, 
but Nuasecr-ood-Deen showed n'o disposition to avail him- 
self of his opportunities, and for tho rest of his rciga 
contented himself with the credit of a free-giver, instead of 
forcing his loans upon gentlemen who simply consented to 
receive them. * , 

Nusseer-ood-Deen was, as we stated, a very benevolent 
Prince, and accordingly on tho 19th December, 1833, over- 
looking the loan which still remained unpaid, but “ seeing," 
as the Preamble of his Agreement runs, “ that deeds of 
“ chanty and mercy .are by the l^g of kings, tbo great 

thousand rupees Tbu shall be pud in pension, m tour equal in&talmcnta, 
aod m tbs proportions specified, to the IbUovuig persons during life 
[Ilere foUoirs the names and porUons 1 
Art 4 TVIksi tnjof tho aboeepensioiKssdie, Jearjof an heir or hcirg, 
at Its election tho rnglish Gorernnient nuj continue, as before, the pmsion 
to the heirs of the deceased, or make orer to them tho pnocipal sum propor- 

toJhp/>ejis«ii>is.gn(S4wivJS«wdi^to thfijoJJolitft'rpmentioiieJ- 
Art 5 Should any of the pnsimen, or t^ccttdmg her, her une, die 
before //a ^^aJeety, ttilhoul htin, is ladl case lapsed pentwn icdl rtcer! to 
//« ilajesty 



OK, THE SPOLIATION OF OITDE. 


79 


“ Creator of all tilings, commanded to be done of all men, 
“ and that particularly from Kings and Governors wbo are 
“ distinguished among men, and intrusted b)' Providence 
“ -vvitb wealtli and riches, and ndth ample means ’whereby 
“ to proidde for the protection, necessities, and comforts of 
“ God’s people, does an all-seeing Providence look for deeds 
“ of benevolence and charity. * * * His hlajesty the 

“ King of Oude, remembering the commands of the King 
“ of kings to feed the hungry, to clothe the naked, and to 
“ comfort the afflicted, does, of the treasures -nfflich Provi- 
“ dence has bestowed on him, most freely, and with 
unfeigned pleasure determine to endow a charity.” To 
this end he places in the Residency treasury the sum of 
three lakhs of rupees to be lodged in the four per cent, 
loan of the British Government, in order that the interest 
of 12,000 rupees, or 1,000 rupees per month, might, under 
the superintendence of the Residents or their representa- 
tives, be distributed to the lame, the maimed, the blind, 


the helpless aged, the lepers, and those who are destitute, 
and he further agrees that " it shall not be optional with 
“ the future Rulers of Oude,- or witIFany power whatever, 
“ to resume this money, or to appropriate it to any other 
“ purpose ; on the contrary, it is placed under the guarantee 
“ of the British Government, for the express end that it may 
“ for ever remain to be distributed to the poor, in the name 
“ of his present Majesty, and its denomination shall be the 
“ charity of ‘ Nusseer-ood-Been Hyder, King of Oude.’ ” 
The charity of Nusseer-ood-Deen Hyder, was not, how- 
ever, confined to this particular endo-wment. During his 
short reign he granted a monthly allowance of 3,000 
rupees to the students of Lucknow College ; he established 
hospitals for dispensing medicines and food to the sick 
poor ; and he prohibited, by royal proclamation, the buy- 
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ing and selling of Iiuraan beings, a practice wLicb, though 
it had substantially ceased in Oude, still obtained in seteral 
parts of Hindostan. He made, moreoTer, such zealous efforts 
to suppress and exterminate Thugs and Da'coifs, and to pro- 
vide for the protection and security of his subjects, that his 
reputation on tb's account was known throughout India. 
Yet the trumpery imputations on this amiable prince con- 
tained in that semi-fictitious narrathe of “Tho Prirale 
" Life of an Eastern King." published, in London 
two or three yeare ago, are the only particulars 
concemmg him vhicii lus astute enemies hate encouraged 
their iugenious libellers to communicate to the British 
people. 

This easy and benerolent Prince, uhesc ;ery rirtucs as 
well as his failings ha\e been made weapons to 'nound his 
memory, died la 1837.*and on his dcccaseanethcrof tbosf 
scandalous transactions occurred which are usual!) coinci- 
dent with the accession of any Prince to the protection of 
the East India Company. The treaty of 1837, on vhich . 
so much turns, was thus obtaineil, and the manner in winch it 
was procured is now t?to accountc«l for. This treaty contains 
the recital, towards the close of the j)roambIo, gUen in full 
below,* that “ the infraction of the sixth article of tlio treaty 


• “ WJjtTfas \>j Jlie ■lliance betw*,’n ibo IIonimTsWo tbg rwt 

“ India CwDjnny and llie Slates, IW Bnlwh fioT»rmnent fa lioiin‘i to 
'* iJcfiorl Ihe OuJc temtontfs a^tel foreign awl iloint^lio tnmuf*. Iho 
“ so'PTogn of Oal<>capigiB,j tnrrtaw In hw wwre only a nmU fj-onfi »1 
“ number of irooy*, awl nbiWaa, while Ibe Govimmciii li-u CiitJi. 

“ fully and 8crui»(ibu!Jy jKrfomvil the ^igatium on It, tlie 

engugmient on the jvirt of the OwleiJtato ha* Ui-«i linlaiiwljy InfnnKi'l, 
“ tlwTU Uniig now in iho enij'for*”'*** ifa' King of Hn le. a 

“ Jjjyoand MjxnMTC nuliUiy force, •iil*her«-ui,iXjcni.nrelLiai.liowiith-'l 
“ tW cjwution of all U«? jinxmion* vf tlie trmty of 1S*'1 fa atienilol nuh 
“ senou., <li!Tieulty, awl it U (tcntaMifnul irojwT th»l a ,l afTan?*- 

“ nunt, ctnmstfnt with tUe j«iiwiil«» of that tivaty, aiiJ con In irg lo tin* 
“ ycofij^niy and aJrtnUge of loth Status, »houU be ant 
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“ of 1801 , and inattention to tlie first duty of a sovereign on 
“ tlie pai-t of several successive rulers ofOude.liave been cou- 
“ tinned and notorious, and Lave even exposed the BiitisL 
“ Government to tLe reproach of imperfectly fulfilliug , its 
“ obligations towards the Oude people.” It proceeds accord- 
ingly- to supersede the engagement in the above-men- 
tioned article by an agreement which ‘‘ is to hold good 
“ from generation to generation, to the end of time but 
before an account is given of the terms of this agreement, 
and of the manner in which those terms have been subse- 
quently infringed by the British Government, which is 
represented in the same preamble as so “faithfully and 
“scrupulously” performing its obligations, it is necessary 
to mention certain circumstances which wiU sufficiently 

“ •whore.'is, the restrictions as to the .wiount of military force to bo employed hy 
“ His hLajesty the Iving of Oude may arith propriety bo relaxed, on condi- 
“ tion that an adequate portion of the increased force shall be placed under 
“ British discipline and control, so as at once to promote the general interests 
“ of the Indian Empire, and in particular the ch'gnity and safety of the King, 
“ providing at a reduced cost for the cfliciency of his national military csta- 
“ blishment : and whereas, article 6th of the treaty of ISOl requires that the 
“ sovereign of Oude always ad^dsing with, and acting in conformity to the 
“ counsel of the officers of the Honourable Company, shall establish m his 
“ reserved dominions such a system of administration (to bo carried into effect 
“ by his own officers) as shall bo conducive to the prosperity of his subjects 
“ and be calculated to secure the lives and property of the inhabitants, but 
“ provides no remedy for the neglect of that solemn and paramount obliga- 
“ tion ; and whereas the infraction of tliis essential engagement of the treaty, 
“ and inattention to the first duty of a sovereign on the part of several suc- 
“ ccssivo rulers of Oude, have been continued and notorious, and have ever 
“ exposed the British Government to the rcpioach of imperfectly fulfilling 
“ its obligations towards the Oude people, and it is therefore just and proper 
“ that the defect aUuded to in article 6th of the treaty aforesaid sliould bo 
“ rectified ; the following pro\isions have accordingly been arranged and con- 
“ eluded on the one part by Lieutenant-Colonel John Low, Eesident at the 
“ Court of Lucknow, in the name and on behalf of the Right Honourable 
“ Lord Auckland, Governor- General of India in Council, and on the other, 
“ by Abool Eutteh Moeen-ood-Dcen Sultaui Zaman Howsherewan-i-Audil, 
“ Mohununud AUi Shah, King of Ojide, for himself and his heirs ; and this 
“ agreement is to hold good from generation to generation, to the end of 
“ time." 


F 
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account for the insertion of the abore-meutioned recital 
which appears thus to compromise the Oude rulers and the 
character of their " 0 ^c^llnent 

Thus it appears that the death of Nusseer-ood-Deen was 
sudden, but ho had long been ailing, andiaoiaeatousasthis 
c^ent prosed, no preparation had been made for it in the 
councils of theGovemor General Lieutenant CoJonelJohn 
Low, then the Resident at the Court of Lucknow, had 
neglected to take such prccaiuionary measures as the state 
of the succession requu^, for Nusscer-ood-Leen had at 
one time acknowledged as bis sons two j ouths, whom he 
had since repudiated and the Queen Mother h'ld espoused 
the daitas of one of these joung men on the decease of 
JN’usscer-ocKi-i^eeD, wiereas tic Sritisi auticritics Bad 
determined to set them aside, and to suppoH the Jato 
ICings uncle, Nusseer ood-Dowlah, otherwise Mohumraad 
Allio Shah The abseoco of all preparations to meet this 
anticipated crisis, was the cause of an emeuto, and of tho 
tragedy which followed, and of which an account is tlius 
gnenin a letter, dated Lucknow, July 1, 1837, and which 
appeared ill tho ‘ Asiatic Journal ’ of the same ^car — 

“ This morning, a tragic scene occurred hero, oQ 
“ account of the death of the King, m consequonco of lii^ 

“ son forcibly taking the sovereignty of tho kingdom, in 
“ opposition to tho sanction of the CritisU Government, 

“ who selected an uncle of the late lung instead of Jus 
“ son Tlio British troops were ordered down from can- 
“ tonroents to the palace, and the Resident allowed (ho 
" Queen Dowager and the joung Prince fire nunutcs to 
"leave the throne, whero thej were seated, and in 
" tho event of not cornplyiog, ihrcatencil to mso the 
" palace to the ground Tliey did not pay any rcsjiect to 
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“ this instruction, upon whicli Colonel Low gave orders 
“ for the artillery to open a desti-uctive fire on the palace 
“ and the people. The loss of life on the occasion was 
“ lamentable, that is, on the part of the young Prince and 
“ Queen Dowager; that on the Company trifling, two 
“ sepoys killed and eight wounded. The struggle ended 
“ in confining the Prince and the Queen, and seating upon 
“ the throne the King’s uncle, I was present all the time, 
“ and the plunder made by the Company’s sepoj^s was 
“ immense ; the throne was entirely stripped of its valu- 
“ able gems,” 

It is here stated that the loss of life on the part of the 
Company’s troops was but trifling. On the other hand, 
the Resident represented that of his opponents to have 
been between thiity and forty, but it is averred by M. M. 
Musseehood-deen, as within his own cognisance, that if a 
proper inquiry had been instituted by the Government, it 
would be found that the numbers who fell in opposing the 
Company’s troops, would be foimd to be not less than 500. 
It may be questioned who Avas responsible for this san- 
guinary issue ; but there can be no question, after reading 
the events Avhich followed, by Avhat means ' the compro- 
mising and’ obnoxious recital Avas introduced into 
the treaty of 1837, which was obtained as the crowning 
result of this sti’uggle, or rather of this sanguinary but 
one-sided slaughter. 

In the “ Oude Papers,” printed in 1838 by order of 
■ the House of Commons, Avill be found a “ Memorandum 
“ of the events which took place on the night of the 7th, 
“ and morning of the 8th of Jul)% 1837, at the Palace of 
“ His Majesty the King of Oude.” It is dated July 10, 
and signed J. Loaa’, Resident. 
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After giving an account of tJie death of Nusscr-ood- 
Deen Hyder on the night of tho 7th of July, tho ^vriter 
proceeds to state — 

“ Tho Resident, with Doctor Stevenson, after in- 
“ specting the body of his lato Majesty, and issuing somo 
“ necessary orders, returned to the Residency, leanog 
“ Captain Patton at the palace to superintend tho sealing 
“up of the royal property; ' * * Tlie liesidait next 
“ had a short Persian paper tvriUen out, to tchich ho pro- 
“ posed to requiro Nuasecr-ood-Dowlah’s consent and sig- 
“ nature previous to inviting him to tho palace. 

“All this took some time, and it must hare been about 
“ 1 A sr. of tho 8th instant, when tho Resident directed his 
“ second assistant. Lieutenant Shakespear, to proceed along 
“ with the Residency Mcer hfoonsheo Rtifaut Iloosain 
“ IChon, Babadoor, and Moulvce Ghoolam Yahea Khan, 
“ tho durbar vakeel, to tho house of Na^iaub Nussoer- 
“ ood-DowUh, taking irith him the Persian agreement 
aboio mentioned; these three persons accordingly pro- 
“ eceded to the said place of residence, and after some 
“ delay, which Mas caused by tho visit being sudden and 
“ unexpected on the part of tho Nairaub, they obtained an 
“ audience. Lieutenant Shakespear presented and caused 
“ to bo read to tho Naivaub tho Persian agreement, to 
“ which his signature was requested : tho Nawaub 
“ nilhnphj, ami wilhoul any hesitfAxon^ when it %yas’ read 


• TbH ttrermeoMwierer, Mcratiwlictcdfr/ Uieastior of “IlorloSUi# 
“and how to nreiLaTrcal/,’’ nhoaoTi, “Wbeot!iiit«nt/wMlSr»tprojK»ed 
“by the Resident, then Colonel I,oir,to fats Majesly, the Kmj irroto • letter, 

“ mwhicli be stated IfaalallfaonjbpemBaHyiriUinp to mate eTefjsafnllee for 

" the n. I OjiDfiany he could not sign X3sa treat/ hceaiue be MX he W3* 
“ signing AW1/ IJic kingdon frota liu cluUrcn ITiat the terms lyatcoutic 
“ oppression, nnarefay, naJ murule, Ac., were lO general thit they wonlj fae 
“ djfiicalt to define To tha, Cidonel Low replied that such things were not 
“ Ltd/ to Iinppcn in HI* Bfajesfj’e reign. The rfoeomeati will be produced bi 
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“ over to him, affixed his seal thereto, and expressed his 
“ perfect acquiescence to the terms therein mentioned.” 

The Deed of Engagement so presented and so signed 
■was as follows : — 


Translation of a Deed of Ekgageiiext executed b}' 

Nawaijb Nusseer-ood-Dowlah, on the night of the 

7th July, 1837. 

“Lieutenant-Colonel John Low, the Resident, has 
apprised me, through Lieutenant Shakespear, his second 
assistant, of the death of Nusseer-ood-Deen Hyder, King 
of Oude. The Resident has also communicated to me 
the substance of the orders of the Government of India 
respecting the necessity of new engagements on the (part 
of the?) Company’s Government ivith the Oude State ; and 
I hereby declare, that in the case of my being lilaccd on the 
throne, I will agree to sign any new treaty that the 
Governor-General may dictate. 

(True Translation.) 

(Signed) “ J. Low, Resident.” 

♦ 

N.B. At the foot of the Persian paper, the present 
King wi’ote the words “ Cubool wo hlimzoor ust ” (It is 
accepted and agi-eed upon), and affixed the impression 
of his seal. 

The engagement recited above, with the circumstances 
under which it was obtained, will doubtless be thought a 
sufficient answer to the preamble of the treaty of 1837, as 
far as the latter testifies to the misgovernment of the Oude 
Princes. It is to be added, that Lord Auckland, the Gover- 
nor-General, recoiled from this bold adaptation of an act of 

“ due course, nnd sliorv the rcpugnnucc of the poor King nud the persunsion 
“ of the Resident. The King hnew the Trc.nty of ISOl did not give power 
“to the E. 1. GoTcrnment of interference quite as well as the Resident, 
“and dreaded the result of the new Treaty of 1837." 
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duress Iq his recorded mmute oa this occasion, while 
approving the promptitude and decision generally ennced 
bj the Resident throughout this affair, he has expressed 
doubts as to the propriety of thus summarily requiring the 
engagement in question The follomng passage is from 
his Lordship’s minute, dated 11th July, 1837 

“ I would not, mthout further consideration and on 
“ the very brief notices which wo at present po«sess, venture 
“ to express any final opinion on the important events which 
" have taken place at Lucknow , but I am prepared at 
“ once to approve and sanction the general policy which 
" Colonel Low has followed in admitting the claims of 
“ Nusseer-ood-Dowlah to the throne of Oude . 

'* For any critici«in in detail on the measures adopted by 
' Colonel Low, we must wait for further accounts, but I 
“ may now say, that I shouM widoithtedbj /lave been Idtef 
“ leased if hi had not tn this moment of exigencxj atcepied 
" the unconditional engagement of submunienets uhich the 
“ new King has signed Tins document may bo hallo to 
“ misconstruction, and it uas not narranted bg anything 
‘ contained in the tmtrtfcUons issued to Colonel Xjow The 
“ views of his Government^ as but recently expressed to 
“ that officer, ore defined and moderate, and from this 
“ circumstance, as well as from tho new King’s character 
“ and position, there could ta aay ease have been httJo 
“ doubt of his willingness to adapt hw conduct to those 
“ views ’ 

At all events, the treaty of 1837 was thus obtained, 
sio-ned, and ratified In virtue of tho intention slated In its 
the tevaif of 3S&2 TTssm psrt-fispcrvdc^, and 
though that of 1837 was founded on what wo have shown 
to bo inconclusive, if not false, recitals it Ix^mo to all 
intents and purposes so binding on all tho parUo«, so 
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conclusive in its settlement of tlieir future relations, that 
ure must now give an abstract of its princiiJal 2 )rovisions. 

Its first article cancck the third article of the Ircahv 
of 1801, and His Majesty the ICing of Oude may now 
employ such a military establishment as he may deem 
necessary for the government of his dominions. His 
Majesty engages, lioAvever, to make a suitable reduction of 
his establishment when it may appear to a British Govern- 
ment, from its pressure upon the finances of the country 
or other causes, to be obviously excessive. 

By the second, third, fourth, fifth, and sixth articles, the 
Company show the scope of the relaxation .above-mentioned, 
b)' casting on the King the obligation to maintain a certain 
force at his o^vn cost, practically to their liberation from 
their engagement, which they still, however, nominally 
recognise, to defend the Oude State against all foreign 
and domestic enemies.* By article 2 the King is to or- 

* The author of a pamphlet, entitled “ Oudh ; or, llow to Make and how 
“ to Break a Treaty,” thus reasons on this obligation, and the extent to 
which it bound the Company ; — “ Articles two, three, four, five, and six have 
“all more or less reference to certain forces which the King was to raise 
“ and maintain at a cost of sixteen (IG) lacs per annum. It never seems to 
“ have entered into the recollection of the E. I. Government’s Officers, that 
“His Majesty after the cessation of the subsidy of 7G lacs per annum, had 
given up Cora and Allahabad with a net revenue of one crore and thirt}'- 
“five lacs, to meet the expenses of the 10,000 troops of all arms, which the 
“ kind hearted E. I. Government had agreed to maintain for the safety of 
“ the Oudh territories. What had become of this force ? The amount and 
“ terms had been laid down in article seven of 1798, ‘ tbat if diminisbed the 
“ subsidy should be lessened,’ and when the territorial cession of Allahabad 
“and Cora, instead of the subsidy of 7G lacs, was made in 1801, there was 
“ no mention in any article of this treaty that the force should be with- 
“ drawn ; on the contrary, article nine of the treaty of 1801 confirms all the 
“ articles of former treaties not annulled by this treaty, and especially 
“refers to the treaty of 1798, and article nine of the treaty ofl837isto 
“ the same effect. How is it, then, that the force of 10,000 men hare not 
“been kept up in Oudh up to the present date? IIow is it that Lord 

Daihousie claims for the E. I. Company in his Proclamation that the 
“obligations which the treaty of 1801 imposed upon the Hon’ble E. I. 
“ Company, have been observed by it for more than half a century 
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ganise aa augmented military Ktablistment , by article 3 
this establishment is specified, by article 4 its cost shall not 
exceed IG laXhs per annum, — our old friend ike swisidy thus 
mahing its appearance ognm in a disguise so slight that 
lie at once identify the cuJpwt, by article 5 the ICing is to 
employ iTitli this force an adequate number of British 
officers, and by article 6, both Governments arc to concur 
m the employment of this force, but it u to le clearly 
understood that it is not to be employed in tbo ordmary 
collection of reienue, that is to say, it is not to bo used 
for the King of Oude s purposes , for it is in reality a 
British army, subsidised and maintained, as formerly, at 
tho King of Glides ospensc Such arc the provisions 
based on tho first half of the pFeamlle, to accomplish tho 
object there so ambiguously stated, of “providing at a 
“reduced cost for tlie efficiency of his national military 

* establishment , in other words, such is the reduced cost 
to the Company, and such is tho commencement of fresh 
exactions from the Kang But tins part of the treaty, 
which provides directly and undisgui'^edly for the appro- 
pnation of eistcen lakhs of the royal revenue, is of subor- 
dinate importance, for it was aftenrards ilisallowcd, as tho 
“Parhamentary EcturnofTrcatics corrcctlystafcs Mora 
important articles, iiiasmuch as they remained opcrativo, 
are those which are based on the second Jialf of the pro- 
'iinble, and which go to supjdcmcnt the deficiencies of tho 

• fa thfuUy ‘constantly,’ and 'comptctelyr How b»TO lliey been 
‘ obscrretleOTDpJetelyr JJ/lbelfnns*f*rUcle»eTenpf J75S wicbbsTc 

03 wc bsTC sboirn been moiaUineil tWngbont, and never annulle I, the 
" insi&nt a <1 m nut on of the fijed Dumber of ibe force took •'* 
adequate if m nntion tl euJJ bare ftecii msAr m fie ftfateot W lie J I 
Company anJ ccrt» n anJ a>}cq<sate port ons of tbe c! stricO (pven fo f <« 

" of tl c » ibsi ly rl ot 1 1 hive been retnmcil to the Oudh CoTemmeal 
‘ n s WM rot done, tlcrcfore all ibe terns of tio treat f were not 
"objcrvcd by the I I Company” 
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treaty of 1801. Thus, the treaty of 1801 required that 
the Sovereign of Oude should advise and act in conformity 
to the counsel of the officers of the Company ; hut as it 
provided no remedy for the neglect of that solemn and 
paramount obligation, the articles yet to be mentioned gave 
a right of temporary entry into the King’s dominions, and of 
superseding his authority until the time that the stream of 
rupees should flow again in the old direction. The right 
of entry under these articles was unwelcome to Lord 
Dalhousie, because it was temporary only ; and accordingly 
a pretext was found for stronger measures, on the plea, which 
shall be considered hereafter, that these articles had been 
set aside ; but so far from this, they were ratified and acted 
on ; and continued reference, as we shall hereafter see, was 
made to them as existing and binding, by the Company's 
servants no less than bj’- the Oude Princes. They arc not 
only, therefore, the most important documents in this case, 
but they are simply conclusive as to its merits, and, 
accordingly, they are here given at length : — 


“Article 7. — ^In modification of article 6th of the treaty 
above referred to, it is hereby provided that the King of 
Oudh will take into his immediate and earnest considera- 
tion, in concert ndth the British Resident, the best means 
of remedying the existing defects in the police and in the 
judicial and revenue administrations of his dominions, 
and that if His Majesty should neglect to attend to the 
advice and counsel of the British Government or its local 
representative, and if (which God forbid) gross and system- 
atic oppression, anarchy, and misrule should hereafter at 
any time prevail within the Oudh dominions, such as 
seriously to endanger the public tranquillity’, the British 
Government reserves to itself the right of appointing its 
own officers to the management of whatsoever portions of 
the Oudh territory, either to a small or to a great extent, 
in which such misrule as that above alluded to may have 
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occurred, for so long a penod as it may deem necessaiy , 
the surphts receipts in su^ a case, after defraying all cliarges, 
to he paid into the Kings treasmg, and a true and faith- 
ful account rendered to His Majesty of the receipt and 
expenditure of the terntones so assumed 

“ Article 8 — And it is hereby further agreed, that in 
case the Governor-General of lodn in Council should ho 
compelled to resort to the exercise of the authority vested 
in Ljzn bj article 7ih of this treaty, be tfjII endearouras fur 
ns possible to mamtam (with such improvements as they 
may admit of) the native institutions and forms of admi- 
nistration within the assumed territories’, so as to facilitate 
the restoiation of those temtones to the Sotereign of Oiidk 
when the jjroper period for such lestoration shall amie 

“Article 0 — All the other provisions and conditions of 
former treaties between the British Government and the 
Oiidii State, which are not aflected b) the above conrea- 
tion, are to remain in full force and eilect 

“ The above treaty, consisting of 9 articles, is ciecuted 
at Lucknow tlm 11th dayof Scpfcmbcj’, in the year of our 
Lord 1837, corresponding with the lOth day of Jama- 
dossaneo, 1253, Hegira 

(Signed) “ Aucklani) 

„ • “ A Boss 
„ “ W hfOBicov, 

„ A SnAKCSPEAn 

“ Ratidctl by the Governor-General in Council at Fort 
Willnm in Bengal, this 18th thy of September, 1837 

(Signed) ‘•'W. n. Macnaciitev, 

“ Secretary to Goiemment of India ” 


Square Persian 
Seal of the 
Gov GenI 


It 1$ now ob\ious on thoTCiyfacc of the seventh and 
eighth articles vln I^r«l Dalhousic an<l tlic Cbinj>any 
sliouU wi'li to repudiate them As rcspccli revenues, (he 
turidus, autl as fe<pccfs the term of occopatiou, the 
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remainder, were to return to the King when the Company 
had accomplished then- purposes. Their purposes at this 
daj’ amount to a desire of absorption and annexation, 
which would leave neither surplus nor remainder to any 
who come after them. But at that elate they were 
more deferential to public opinion at home, and accord- 
ingly, as the Parliamentary Return mentions, “ the Home 
“ Government disapproved of that part of the above 
“ treaty which imposed on the Oudh State the expense 
‘•'of the auxiliary force, and on the 8th July, 1839, the 
“ King was informed that he was relieved from the cost of 
“ maintaining the auxiliary force, which the British Goveru- 
“ ment had taken upon itself." hloreover, the letter of 
Lord Auckland, which conveyed intimation of this to the 
King, contained the most high-flown praises. of his admi- 
nistrative improvements, and ran in other respects approv- 
ingly, as follows : — 


Tbanseation of a Letter from Lord Aeckl/Vnd, Governor- 
General of India, to H. hi. Mohcmmud .Aj.eie vShaii, 
King of Oude, dated Simla, July Sth, 1839. 

After the usual compliments, — 

“•May the Omnipotent of everlasting dignity continue 
to preserve ever fresh and verdant, by the showers of his 
grace and mercy, the garden of the wealth and prosperity 
of your Majestj’-, the ornament of the throne of grandeur 
'and exaltation. Let it not remain beneath the veil of 
secresy and concealment, or be hidden from the light- 
reflecting mirror of your mind, that lately much discussion 
has been carried on between the Court of Directors, of 
exalted dignity, and myself, by means of a written corre- 
spondence touching the recent treaty of the 1 1th of Septem- 
ber, 1 837. Now, taking into consideration that the expense 
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entailed by tie auxiliary fore^ m , sixteen laLhs (^61 60,000 
sterling) per annum, might be the cause of mterruptmg 
the administration and amelxoratioa of your tingdom, tho 
said expense became the subject of their grave delibera- 
tions From the penod you ascended the throne, your 
Majesty has m comparison with times past, ffreatl^ tm- 
proied the kingdom, and I have, ra consequence, been 
authorised by the Court of Directors to inform you, that 
‘ if I think it advisable for the present I may relievo 
your Majesty from part of the dau$e of the treaty alluded 
to, bg tthich clatae expense is laid upon your Majesty 
“ Hoping that your Majesty may continue to rule your 
country as you have hitherto done, with justice, equity, and 
anxiety for the welfare of your subjects, 

“I am, Ac, 

(Signed) “Auckund* 


A cunous circumstance is connected with this letter, 
and, though episodical, it is an illustration of tho conduct 
and policy of our Indian Government towards tho Oudo 
Pnuces Tho words above comprised withm inverted 
commas bear a different sense m the English copy, in 
which they run thus — “ I am directed to relievo you," Ac 
On the discovery of this mistranslation, tho King of Oudo 
caused tho letter to be retumed, as not importmg that the 
injunction to rclieie him was absolute and imperative But 
the Governor-General, on the other hand, fortliinth issued 
an order, directing that the old custom of sending the original 
English letter, as well as tho Persian translation of it, to 
His Majesty, a custom which liad been in use smeo the 
time of Eord Bcntmck, should be di'contmued, and that 
tfio Persian version afonc shoufif bo Ibnvarifcd to ffis 
Majesty, as well as to all other Indian Pnnccs. Thus, in 
futnro, our Govcmors-Gcncral might Irandafo tlicir orders 
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as tliey plcasoil. anti llio Omlc case is a Icatling case for 
the confusion of moods and tenses. We have read in 
Englisli literature of a gentleman wlio 

“ fiiii!;? 

“Tiic nilcs or grammar at the head'! of hiiigi;" 

but it appears that our position in India rctpiircs similar 
weapons, if our supremacy there can only be maintained by 
a corresponding supremacy over the rules of English 
synta.x. 

As a matter of facU however, ITis ^Majesty of Oiidc was 
relieved from the ojteration of that clause of the treaty 
“ by -wliich clause c.xpcnsc was laid upon Ilis !hrajcsty." 
The rest of the treaty hung over him in his royal palace 
like the sword of Damocles, ready to curtail his authority 
if he made the slightest slip. Notwithstanding his ad- 
vanced age and many infirmities, ho, however, greatly 
improved the slate of his kingdom, ameliorated the con- 
dition of the agriculturist, introduced reforms in the ])olicc, 
revenue, judicial, and finance departments, encouraged 
commerce, erected several public works of great utility, 
such as schools, colleges, serais or resting places for 
travellers, dug tanks, wells, &c., and filled the cotlbrs of 
his treasury. Colonel Low, the then Resident at Lucknow, 
reposed so much confidence in ITis hlajcsty’s wisdom and 
other statesmanlike qualities, that he told him, more than 
once, that it was not necessary for IJis hlajcsty to consult 
him upon every point, possessing, as His hlajesty did, so 
much information, judgment, and knowledge of business. 
At a most critical period, moreover. His Majesty testified his 
fidelity and attachment to the British Goverament, as will 
appear from the folloAving speech of the Earl of Ellen- 
borough, in the IIousc of Lords, on the lOlh of April, 
1856. Lord Ellenborough said — 
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“ It was evident that tiie eorrcspondencc belween tho 
Court of Directors and Lord Auckland while that noWe 
Lord was Governor General of India, and also the des 
patch in which the noble Vjscoiinf, the Commander m 
Chief, informed, the Home Government what occnrreil 
at the interview between himself and the King of Oude, 
must be laid upon the table 

“ The Earl of EUenborough also requested the noblo 
Duke (of Argyll) to mquiro whether there existed anv 
records of the pecuniary transactimis with the ICmg of 
Oude, in which he (Lord EUenborough) was concerned 
At tlio time that he was greatly in want of money to 
bring back the British troops from AtFghamstan, ho 
applied to the King of Oude, and other native Princes, 
for loans From tlie King he obtained a sum of, lie 
thought, i£l00,000, and although all tbo other Princes 
wore repaid, he did not know whether this debt was 
discharged 


Intho jear 1838 His Mijcstj also advanced 1,700,000 
rupees to the Company on their promissory notes, bearing 
infereat at four per cent per annum, nnd on iho 7th of 
May, 1842, ho died, and was succeeded by bis eldest ®on, 
booryo a Jah Anyud AUie Sbah 

The story of tho latter is «jDgnhrJy unoicntfuJ and 
exempt from trnia by treaty or otherwise Has pnnee, 
whose natural and acquired talents were, ns is stated by 
M 31 3Ius cchood-tlcen, of a high order, applied JuroseJf 
'issuluouslyto the raanagement and administration of his 
dominions lake his ancestors, ho did nil in his jiowcr to 
conciliate and 'ccuro tlio fncnd-hip and support of tbo 
British Government Thus, when tho Punjauh war broke 
out. His 3Iajesty mamfested his steadfast adherence and 
fidelity as an ally by assisting tho Company with pocumaty 
advances, and by placing at iheir disposal n considerable 
number of well-armed and diaCiplmcd troo]«, both Lor^c 
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ami foot.'-' At tlic request of the li^uroi.can inhabilnnls of 
Lucknow, he presented them witli a j.iccc of ground for 
the erection of a church for public worship, and supplied 
them with the greater part of the materials. During his 
reign, also, the requisition of the British Government for 
an Oudo Frontier Police Force, to be under the direction 
of the Resident, under the command of the ofliccr in the 
Thuggee Dacoitoe Office, and ofliccrcd I.y persons of his 
selection, was j.roinj.tly met; and this force, consisting of 
four companies of infantry, and two troops of some fifty 
cavalry each, has boon from that time maintained I.y the Ondc 
Government. In organising this force, the Onde Govern- 
ment raised no difliculties about the emj.loymcnt of British 
officers, nor urged that such was contrary to the treaty of 
1801 — a difficulty which Lord Dalhousic subsequently 

Tlio followin': isUio hngnngcof tlic author of “ Howto Maho nml how to 
“ Ilrcak a Tro.it y"; — “ It wai during the I’c-hlcncy of Mr. I. It. Dai'id.^on th.vt 
“the first runjaulic,imjviign was raging. All India wa.s loohiiig in terror at the 
“fierce an<l uncert.iin contest. The cneiniw of the Hast India Goveniinent 
“ did not hesitate to fcheiue and make proj>o=ak for the overthrow of their 
“ government. Diiiapore and lJenare.s were rife witii intrigue. Wliisjured 
“ messages to Iscpaul were daily incrca<'ing the uncertain jx.'-itiou of the Ka^t 
“ India Company. Tlio government xeipcr, that cort.iin criterion of the state 
“ of publicfeeling, w.is at the lowest iwinl ever known. There was then every- 
“ thing to induce the Ondh Government to assert tiieir indejicndcnce, or at any 
“ rate give themselves airs. One move in that direction, and the Ea-t Indi.i 
“ rule would have been thrown back one Imndreil years ; and who shall say 
“ to wliat extent the loss might not have extended? But no; Oudh was 
“ firm. In the East India Govermnent'H jioril was clearly' Keen Ondh's con- 
“.Etaucy. Her men cheerfully given from her own army for the Company. 
“ Her hoTfcs at the Ecn'icc of the Irregular Cotpis, then being raised in bot 
“ baste, and her minister directed to tender every and any aid that the East 
“ India Company might rc(iuirc.» Thc.se arc not wild, enthusiastic flatteries. 
“ Tlicso arc the accounts of well-known realities. If Imrd Ilaixlinge has hut 
“ an iota of the magnanunity for which we give him credit, he will not fail 
“ to hear witness to the gall<int conduct of Oudh on this occ.ision, and we 
“ look to Iiim for it.” Tlie author was not aware, when ho made tliLs appeal, 
how impossible it w.is th.it liLs appc.il could he answered. 


The Minister Neivab Aincenooil Doivlali received a letter of thanks on this 
pecasioD. 
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brought forv\ ard as a reason for dispensing n’lth this and all 
other treaties On the contraty, the Oude Government 
then, as always, compUed with the requests of its allies, and 
did e\ cry thing that could be reasonably expected to promote 
their objects On the ISthof February, 1847, however, 
Amjud AUio Shah, who it is said while he lived, “ lad 
‘ by his amiable character and supenor endowments won 
for himself the golden opinions, not only of his own sub- 
jects and of Indians in general, but also of tho English 
departed this lift, and was succeeded by his present 
hlajesty Mohummud Wajid Albo Shah Padshah With 
this Prince we approach the issues of our o\vn time, and 
prepare for the final scenes of this history 
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CHAPTER VI. 


FjiMvixo, AS rAr. AS in sfcii compass can nv. snov."N, Tiir. mcanino 
or Tin; company's admonitions, ano ivno rr.vsTuvxr.D tiikm, and 
imi;r.i;roiii;. 


Within' tbe limits of tlio reign of (lie present King 
the great act of dacoitec has been accomplished, of which 
we have been thus far stating the preliminaries. How it 
was finally consummated will be seen hereafter ; but it has 
been justified on the presumed ground of a series of com- 
plaints by British ofiicers of the misgovernment and ruin 
of the Oude territories. These complaints arc paraded in 
Lord Dalhousio’s minute of June IS, 1855 ; but they arc 
not set forth at length, and their historical conte.vt is not 
exhibited ; while there is no recognition of the counter- 
statements which we have alrc.ady cited, and to which it 
would he easy to append many additional ones. There is 
the testimony, for instance, of Captain Shakespear, rvho 
preceded Mr.Jlavidson .as Resident, and who, having risen 
through almost every grade of the Civil Service, was bcUcr 
qualified to take a more extended view than the generality 
of such ofiicers, yet who reported to ',thc efiect that ho 
had not found more crime .and violence in Oude than in . 
those portions of the East India Company’s own dominions 
which lie had superintended. There is the testimony, 
dated 29th hlay, 1846, and which has not hitherto been 
published, of his successor Mr. Davidson, a most honour- 
able gentleman, to the comparative orderliness of the Oude 
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population and territones To BIr Davidson succeeded 
Colonel Riciimoad, duno» whose RcsiflenC} lus present 
Blajesty, at the age of twenty fire years, ascentle I the tlironc 
and nhoTrasalao an officer of tho highest integrity, though 
without experience of cinl adnuaistration Tins officer 
may Lav e Lad difTerenees with tLo Jung upon minor ques- 
tions Lut tLe Larmonious terms winch suLsistod between 
them, and at which Lord Ilanlingc, at his visit m 1847, to 
be mentioned presently, exprmed Ins great satisfaction, is a 
Lonchi IV e proof that ho saw nothing in tho Royal Govern- 
ment to warrant the uniform lurid colouring bestowed on 
it by Lord DalhoiLio In short, with respect to that catena 
of abusivo passages picked out like so many plucis from 
the long scries of despatches of Residents and Governors 
General, therv i» a sufficient answer, if either thoy iro 
t iken with their fair oxphnations, or compared with their 
direct contradictions by still better testimonies Tho 
general effect is telling, but tho method is tricky , and tho 
compilation is worth attention, lo»s for its pretended proofs 
of the alleged rum and misgovcramcnt of Oiide, tliaa for 
Its e\ idenccs of the superior capacity for misrcprc'cnta 
tion of so ingenious a diplomatist as the Marquis of Dal 
liousie 

Take, for cxarajlc, his concluding summary, bached up 
b) a little cloud of maiginal references which squoero tho 
condomnatorypangnphinlo curl buteffeclivo dimensions 
rroml839 to 1817 ihrco kings successively sat upon 
‘ the throno of Oiide but the state of tho provmeo in the 
last mentioned year was in no respect belter thin it had 
been at any prev lous period, in spite of tho earnest advice 
‘ and solemn vwrmngs lepcatedlj offered to the King, on I 
‘ urg«. I by the lutlionty of the Supumc Government 
hy, IS we invt. alrca ly shown (p 02), mlho first of thc-y 
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3 'ears Lord Auckland was complimenting the King in a 
public despatch, because, “ in comparison with times past, 
‘‘ho had greatly improved the Tchigdom,” and all these testi- 
monies of successive Residents, which we have just glanced 
at, refer seriatim to the years which followed in the very 
term selected by Lord DaUiousie as a tassel to the' tail of 
his high-flydng condemnation. Admitting, however, that 
admonitions were uttered from time to time, we must 
never forget that admonitions are cheap, and that to the 
imputations thus inferred there is a practical answer: — If 
you, the Indian Government, were so impressed with the 
misgovcrnment of Oude, and with “ the reproach of 
“ imperfectly fulfilling your obligations towai'ds the Oude 
“ people," on which you dwelt as a preamble and excuse 
for the ti'eaty of 1837, how comes it that, at every earnest 
endeavour of the Princes of Oude to adapt their govern- 
ment to your standard, )'ou stood aloof, you declined to 
assist them, you repelled their advances, and you system- 
atically withheld from them your counsel and support? 
Opportunity was offered to you, from time to time, to give 
effect to yom* admonitions, yet you avoided and recoiled 
from the opportunities thus presented with the apprehen- 
sive reluctance of a mad dog to approach water. You 
disregarded the engagements of Lord "Welleslej", and other 
Governors-General; you peremptorily put aside 3 "our “obli- 
“ gations towards the Oude people;” you dropped on the 
instant your schemes of philanthropy, when an opposite 
course might havebenefited Oude, might have kept its people 
too prosperous, and its rulers too safe ; you discarded, in 
short, all your lofty professions, lest you might also adjourn 
the day of annexation, and frustrate your paramount hope 
of a speedy harvest of rupees. The event clearly shows that 
confiscation w^as your aim, while admonitic i" 
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•would not m any ■way assist m furthering, show equally 
that your interest m the Ouda people was your pretext 
Such admonitions may beeffectire m the despatches of your 
Dalhonsies, but of 'what aceonnt are they when seriously 
illustrated by j our conduct ’ To show them in their true 
light of a specious hypocrig’, we shall now refer back to 
some passages in this history 

One such admonition xras addressed by Lord William 
Bentinck to the Kingof Oude m 183L and Lord Dalhousie, 
m the despatch already referred to (Oude Blue Book, 1850, 
p 355) does not forget to dwell upon it with a stately 
emphasis Wo arc told that Lord W Bcntmck recom- 
mended reforms, but no are not told also, that when Hakim 
Nehdi, the minister of tho King was intent upon sucJi 
reforms, and applied to the Resident for counsel and sup- 
port. the Resident refused cither, and m spite of his 
sermons this refusal -was supportcil by the Go\emor- 
General * Again, when tho present King ascended tho 
throne, and enneed a desire to improve tho «tato of his 
1 ingdom, and more especially to remodel his army, by 
dispensing with some of fbo old regiments and raising 
somo fresh ones, to whoso instruction and discipline he 
vias in the habit of attending m person bo reccnc I a hint 
that this was unwelcomo to the Indian GoTernment, anrl 
in obedience to this hmt he was obliged to desist But a 
still more imprcssi>o example of n similar kind is that of 
which wc aro about to gisc the details, and which aro'C 
out of tho admonition, so frequently referred to, of I/inl 
Hardingo 

Lord Dalhousic, in his minnfe (Oude Blue Book. 
p 15G), alludes to this admonition in tho vaguest terms , 


• g'N! 5t ff h r 373 
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for Iiad lie been explicit be must bare shown in tbe very 
current of bis argument that Lord Ilardinge’s warning 
was based on tbe treaty of 1837, that treaty wbicb Lord 
Dalbousie bimself prefers to regard as cancelled. At all 
events Lord Hardinge, on bis return from tbe Punjaub, in 
1847, -sdsited Lucknow, and addressed an admonition to 
tbe ICing ; and it is tbe gravamen of Lord Dalbousie’s charge 
against the Government of Oude that no measures for tbe 
reform of tbe administration of tbe country were adopted 
in consequence of this admonition. If, in accordance with 
this admonition, tbe Indian Government themselves sub- 
mitted no plan • or proposal to tbe King for any improve- 
ment in tbe administration of bis dominions, it might be 
held that they were responsible if their admonition was 
without effect. Their vague “ copy-book ” advice would 
excusably be neglected if imaccompanied by plain pro- 
posals or definite requirements. But what shall we say 
to tbe charge of Lord Dalbousie, if we further find that 
proposals by tbe Kang spontaneous!}'- made to accomplish 
tbe proposed object of tbe Indian Government were 
approved by tbe Resident, approved by tbe Lieutenant- 
Governor, and deliberately and finally discarded by -tbe 
Governor-General? Yet such was truly tbe substance 
of tbe transaction of wbicb we proceed to give the par- 
ticulars,, at tbe risk of again delaying tbe progress of oiu’ 
narrative. 

Thus : tbe warning letter of Lord Hardinge, above 
mentioned, was dated 23rd November, 1847, and tbe King 
of Oude, as early as was practicable, that is to sa}’-, in tbe 
spring of 1848, applied through bis minister, tbe Nawaub 
Allie Nukur Khan, to tbe British Resident for a plan for 
tbe introduction of tbe British system of administration 
into bis dominions, to be tried in tbe first instance in such 
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porhoiis of them ts adjoined the British tomtoncs In 
consequence of this application, the Resident, Colonel 
Richmond assisted the 2ung^ mth his suggestions, and 
despatched his assistant, Major (then Captain) Bird, to 
Agra, \nth the sanction of His Majestj , for the purpose 
of comrquaicating personally mth Mr Thomason tho 
Lieutenant-Governor of the North Westem Provmces, and 
of framing under his advice such a scheme of admmistr'i- 
tioD as Tvas desired by His Majesty through the minister 
above named Jn accordance with His Majesty s wishes 
Captain Bird framed proposals which ho submitted to 
Mr Tliomason, who took them into consWeration, and 
remarked upon them liberally, with a view to bring them 
into shape and system Captam Bird returned to Luck 
now, bringing with him tho echemo so framed or modified 
by Mr Thomason, and submitted it to the ICing’s minister 
who entirely approved it, but Colonel Richmond, tho 
Resident, decided, before it was submitted to tho Jung 
officially, It should bo sent for approval to tho Governor- 
General , and what do our readers sopposo was tnc fate 
of tho scheme thus officially rccogni od, improved and 
elaborated ^ It was forwardwl to the lato Sir Henr) 
Elliot, C B , Secretary to the Government in tho Foreign 
Department at Calcutta, and he rejected it on the ground 
that " if His Majesty the King of Oude would give up tho 
“whole of lus donuaions the East India Goicniment 
" would thmk of it, but that it was not worth iihilo to 
“ take so much trouble about a portion The ICing. 
his Minister, Major Bird, Colonel Richmon 1, an 1 Jlr 
Thomason wero thus snubbed when they attcnij ted to gm. 
effect to the admonitions with which the Kings of Oude 
wero ^fematically favoured , and the schemo in quca 
tion, not having been approved, rcmainod in tho cu«todj 
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of ]\Iajor Bird, and tliongli Iiandcd (o General (tlion 
Colonel) Slecinan in the end of 1849 for In's information, 
was returned by that ofliccr, and has been retained ever 
since by Major Bird, till it is now ])roduciblc to repel the 
heaviest charge of that heavy charger, Lord Dalhousie. 

That there may be no doubt on the reader's mind as 
to the extent to whicli the King of Qndc was prepared , 
and proposed to go to meet the wishes of his allies, this 
scheme, with its somewliat redundant details, v ill be given at 
length, with the remai'hs of IMr. TJioninson, and the quci,- 
tions and answers which refer to the general government 
of the Oudc.-tciTitorics. Though these details may not 
be generally comprehended, yet any one will collect that 
they amount to a most extensive change in the nature of 
the Oude system, so much so that the King might very 
reasonably suggest that the experiment should be tried in 
a part of his dominions before it was apjilicd to the whole. 
Especially if it occurred to him that his government was 
not so oppressive, or that of the Company so perfect, as tlic 
latter represented, he might fairly desire to see the two 
systems in juxtaposition under the same sovereignty, as a 
means of comparison for himself and his accusers. At all 
events he was ready to make the^ trial ianio ; and to 
the highest Indian officials it was solely oudng that this 
trial udth all its conseqtlenccs was for ever prevented. Wc 
now subjoin the scheme in the form in wliich it remains 
with Major Bird ; and lightly as it was rejected, it udll 
be found to be tolerably conclusive. 
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PROPOSALS 


Made i>« ihe ytar 1848 through ike Astulant Resident, Captain R, 
W Bird, hy direction of the Resident Colonel RicniiovD, 
C B , under candionofBia Majestj VfsjiD All SiUn, to hs 
Honour Sir 7ilOiiiSO'i,theXneutenant Qoiemor of the Rorth- 
Weslern Rrooxnces of India, for aditce in re/erente to the 
in/roc?i/e/ioH of a British system of government tn eerlain 
provtntss of Oud*, and his Honour’s remarls and refhes 


Vt hat 19 the jneinins of two 
proTiQcei ?— SiT UaiJ jioldinff 
twentj or th«7 likhs The 
traaifer, I conclude, ii onlr to be 
(eaporarj 


200 

li will be better to call bitn an 
nsmtanf lie iliould harepow^rs 
la all dcpirtioeatj. 


This wooJJ not answer, I fear 
The ossesiment u too delicate 
« mitUr to IciTC toel’oncbml 
Ptrliapi Jhe tlojrjbulion of an 
•rSri?»te amount tnijht well be 
Icii to them 


rROPOSALS 

That two proTmeei adjacent to the 
Britiih territoriei ibonlJ, with tbs 
ki02* sanction, bo placed onder tbs 
tinneduta eurteillaneeof tbe Hei lent 
That (ho followin; oQlcera ibonld be 
appomted bj Lin fur tbe collection of 
tbo rereouc end the adMiautratien of 
the other duiiei rctaties to these 
dutricta — 

An European officer a* Superinten- 
dent on 700 rupees, and Office Etta* 
blubment 100 rupees 
A Deputy Collector to eeery four cr 
fire lac* of reTcnue collection, on 300 
rupees, CtuUubmenC tOO rupeei 
>or (bepnrposeofhain; in equitable 
iweaament, the Deputy Collectors thill 
♦isit «T«r/ tUItgn >n their respectiro 
jurudiciKiDs, shall coll upon the Conoon- 
poe« to produce the mtrt at which the 
didltmc propneton hire been urmed 
for the ecTcn prerioui years, and upon 
the propnetors to state whether loey 
ar« Mtufied with ilieaoou&t ofrerenao 
lost paid, or hare objeetloos to oHVr to 

It 

An/dosbt or to the proper omeuAt 
of rceenoe wbi<.b ooybt to be pai 1 
•hall bo aettled on the spot by the 
electioa of n I uoehiyet of fir* of the 
tnoit respectable persons in the Tillage 
The Ihintbiyel to be funned at onee, 
nsl iH> luoebayet Id be «f Ivmjrr 
exutenee than one day 
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The names of the momhers of the 
Punchavet to be registereil by the 
Deputy-Collector. 

The Puttahs might be "iven by No disputed Kaboolict to be binding 
the assistants. A register of until it have received the sanction of 

them having been sent to the the Superintendent. 

Superintendent, and approved by 
him. 

The possession of the power is TIic Deputy-Collectors shall have full 
necessary, but I ivould not con- power to measure lands, or call for any 

template' any general measure- . information they may require relative 
nicnt or extensive inquiry into to the revenue, liglils of tenure, or 

rights or shares. shares in a village/ 

No Kaboolict shall bo broken that 
has not expired; but if a Zumeendar 

This .will not answer ; and for refuses to pay what is considered by 

arrears of revenue c.an only be the Deputy-Collector and Supcrln- 

cffic.acious where rights are pro- tendent as a just revenue, his village 

perly and well defined, and pro- or tli.irc of a villnge sh.all bo put up to 

perly understood. ' auction, and in the event of the highest 

bid not being equal to the sum fixed 
by Ibe Deputy-Collector or Superin- 
tendent, the owner of tho village or 
share shall have the privilege of holding 
the land at the highest bid, or if ho 
still decline, be shall have 10 per cent, 
as bis right of Nanc.ar out of the highest 
amount bid for bis Zuraccndanc or 
share. 

In this case it will be better to The owner of a village or share may 
follow the present usage, >yhat- have the amount of his Nancar in land, 
ever it is. such land being entirely free of revenue 

during the term of the lease of bis 
village or share, and tho hand given in 
exchange being fixed by llio Deputy- 
Collector under the Superintendent’s 
• sanction. 

I would inquire as little as may It is allowable, where there are several 
be into shares. Tho people shares, for the parties to pay the total 

understand these thin>/s well amount of revenue through one person 

enough, and will arrange them of their appointment, but these shares 

amongst themselves. must have been clearly defined and 

settled by the Deputy-Collector and 
* received the sanction of the Superin- 

tendent. 

A register of the assessment is One copy of tho papers of assessment 
all that is necessary to record in to remain with the Canoongoes, a se- 
the several offices. TheCanoon- cond with the Deputy-Collectors, and 
goes make their own register. the third with the Superintendent, who 

shall submit it when necessary through 
the Kesident to the Oude Government. 

A simple form of Puttah and Instead of the present plan of a se- 
Kabooliet may easily be drawn parate Kabooliet, Ekranama, and Kist- 
out. It should be in the usu.al biindee, the Kabooliet shall contain the 
terms, and show tho total demand intention of the three; viz., it shall be 
in one sum. a contract of revenue declaring on tho 

part of the Zumeendar that ho will 
neither rob nor distress the cultivators, 
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Thia la more tlian la necessary 
at first, or than can be easily at* 


I would gire them general 
powers, criminal and eifll, rc* 
quinng confirmation of all aen- 
tencei foe imprlaonment abore 
two years, and anappcalinesery 
case Punehayetamaybeexten* 
aivety nscd in uectding ciril cases 

The sanction of the Resident 
or King should be necessary for 
capital punishment 


I would not prohibit fins. If 
the people are left defcaeefesj, 
dacoity will be apt to spring op 
Some caution Will be nccc«arT 
lerc Tronsitdnties arc abranen 
of the Slyer, and arc often 
grunted as a right Too ba«y 
abolition ofestabluhed ptirilejes 
without compensation will girc 
great offence 


nor exceed I is boundary, and stating 
the amount of each lust and when to be 

The papers of asse'sment shall con. 
tain the accounts of each Tillage nnJ 
share according to number, via •— 

The number of the Tillage or share, 
name of the Zumeendar, total amount 
ofrerenue and period oflvist becom ng 
doc These stiall be bound m books 
auitably to (he subdirisions made in the 
di tric& of each Jleputy Collector 
The Deputy-Collector# in addition to 
their rerenue duties shall b* empowered 
to try all cases except those appertam- 
jji" (o thuggee and dacoily— those for 
the suppression of which the Oude 
frontier Police has been establishci— 
and murder, they shall be guided in 
tbcir sentences and awards by certa n 
rules lignimg their powers, to bo here- 
after defined, and they sbatl submit 
their proeecdmrs tlirougb the Sunerm 
tendeotto the Resident, for tbeWor- 
mation of lit# hlaycsiy’s Durbar 
Any tcDtencc of punishment passed 
if the Deputy Collector, and sppnfcd 
by tbe Superintendent, to be cam d 
Into effect by Jits Majesty's offlecra 
without further question | an appeal 
being opea to the Resident, whose de* 
ci’ion le final 

The Superintendent, under lanetion 
of tbe Rc'idcat, to hare the power of 
returning a case for fresh adjud ca 
tiOB, and of OTcrmliag the punishment 
asrsrded 

A police-force, constituted as the 
prcKnt Oude 1 rentier Policr, tnd con 
sistingoffOO Bien,ta be stationed with 
the Deputy Collectors un ler direction 
of the oupcriatcndenU 
NoZumeen lir to be allowed to tnain- 
taia tn armed force 

AH pntato taxation by Zumccndsrs 
on property, an I mcrcl andise pa«s ng 
thcough their Ian K to be stricily f f- 
bidden, and tbe olKnce cognissUe by 
the Deputy Collectors. 


Any ZunecedAr taking the Uw Into 
bij own hands, to be in such case pnn- 
irheelly ilJpo<ae*stonfroahii Zunieco- 
daric, oBe,or imprlwinmcnt- 
The talaries of the pupermtenjent 
and IKputy-CoHeetorr, and tbe pay of 
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Therecord of former payments, 
tlie estimates of the Canoongoes, 
and local inquiries amongst the 
people form the best foundation 
for a summary settlement. 

It is better not to attempt a 
measurement ; at first Kabooliets 
on old records and estimates. 

Adhere to Beeghas. Acres 
should not be mentioned unless 
it were intended permanently to 
introduce the British system. 

The old agreements must of 
course be respected during their 
curreney. On their expiry, 
new ones should be framed on 
the best data, procurable as 
above. 

• 

I think between five and ten 
lakhs, according to loc.al division, 
Siiy two, three, or four per 
gunnah. His salary may bo 
£300 per mensem, and an esta- 
blishment, which he must keep 
up. 

This depends on the state of 
the country. In a disturbed 
country he wiU want more, in a 
peaceable country, less. 

That now in force, the natives 
are good accountants. It will be 
difficult to improve their system, 
though their practice may be 
amended. 

The assessment should be 
generally mouzahwar, though 
several villages may be settled 
with one owner as a single estate. 
It is seldom that villages will be 
found divided. 

It will be better to maintain 
their custom of paying through 
a representative. 

Follow old custom in such a 
case. IVe allow no Nancar to a 
defaulter. 

This depends upon circum- 
stances. K he pays up the 
■ arrears and holds out hope of 


the troops, to be issued monthly to the 
Superintendent by Ills ilajesty's go- 
vernment, through the Kesidency Trea- 
sury, and the Superintendent to furnish 
receipts of disbursement. 

"What are the best measures calcu- 
lated to obtain a fair assessment of a 
province hitherto under the farming 
system ? 

Will it be better to find out the area 
of Land* by measurement, or take the 
quantity as described by the King’s 
officers ? 

Will it be better to introduce the 
measurement by acres, bearing in mind 
that the surrounding districts are by 
Beeghas ? 

Of course old Kabooliets must be al- 
lowed to expire, and the new c.an only 
be introduced on their expiration ; will 
' it be better to frame these in accordance 
with the last agreement, to which- the 
Zumeendar has assented, or to make an 
estimate of a series of years ? 

Aboutwhat amount of revenue shotild 
each Deputy-Collector be intrusted 
with, and what average should his 
SJilary bear to the collection ? 


AITiat police-force should be attached 
to each Deputy-Collector for collection 
of revenue, &c.? ^ 

What would be the simplest form of 
keeping the revenue account ? 


Would the numberment of each 
village be sufficient, or must each share 
of a village be numbered ? 


Should not the owner of each share 
of a Zomeendarie pay his share direct to 
the Collector ? 

In the event of a Zumeendar falling 
into arrears, and his village farmed by 
another person, what per centage ought 
to form the Nancar ? 

Ought a Zumeendar, who has once 
been removed for falling into arrears, 
to be replaced in his Zumeendario pre- 
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amendmenl, it will be gen^rall/ 
better to re-admit Lim * 
The boundaries can beat be 
settled bj- Ponchajet, but it wiU 
be better not to interfere more 
than u necessarj to keep the 
peace 

Some simplecnsueal eodeiril) 
be necessary, I should think 
The simpler and the more in 
accordance with batire news the 
better, so that It is just an4 
humane 

1 would trust for its ditcon* 
tinuance to their own aeuse of 
Its uselessness andexpenuveoess 


▼lou to th~ expiration of the current 
Ksbooliet ? 

D the determination of boundaries to 
be left to the Zumeendars 7 


Shanld powers o/pooishment be fixed 
by tegulation, or left to -the present 
system of law administration ? 


Should the Zumeendars be allowed to 
keep up any armed force f 


Having given theso tedious details, let us liastcn to 
conclude the chapter. We have seen misrcpresentatioas 
of the State of Oude, we have seen admonitions founded 
thereupon ; we have seen how the<e admonitions were frus- 
trated There rcraaios the course, consistent enough in 
those whose adroonilions were thus apJly barren, and «ho 
tliemselvcs prevented their counsel from tahing effect, 
that this counsel should be made tho pica for annciatioa 
The story will bo found of much the samo tenor to its 
close, and we can promise its readers littlo variety. Wo 
now turn to the agents who prepared the catastro]>ho ; and 
in the foremost rank of those, wo meet Colonel 
SIceman. 
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CHAPTER YII. 


OF coLoxr.L SLEr.^tAx AS Tiin rniMAiiY ixstf.u.mknt or AKxr.x.\.Tiox. 

COEOXEL SiXEMANwas ni^pointcd Resident in 1849, and 
his appointment sealed the doom of Oude and of its dynasty. 
Colonel Slccman was the emissary of a foregone conclusion. 
He aftected to inspect and make a report, but the cha- 
racter of his report was determined for him before he 
entered Oude. He professed to examine, but ho was under 
orders to sentence; he pretended to try, but ho was 
instructed simply to condemn. This assertion implies a 
grave inculpation, but it shall be proved beyond a doubt 
in the course of this chapter. 

As to Colonel Sleeman’s qualifications, he was an able 
and zealous ofiicer. IMore than forty years of his life had 
been spent in our Indian service, and he had especially 
signalised himself by a great work, the suppression of that 
mj’stery of crime and fraternitj' of thieves and assassins 
denominated “ Hiuggee.” He accomplished this work by 
the possession of qualifications, which are not those of an 
ordinary employe of administration. Thus he possessed 
the activity of an inquisitive mind, coupled with the pre- 
dilections for secresy which belong to a suspicious character. 
He was properly selected for the detection of a great 
criminal conspiracy ; but by his efforts in this behalf his 
peculiarities were developed, and he was subsequently 
incapacitated for open and candid inquiry. He was con- 
firmed in a preference for private communications and 



110 


DACOITEE IN ESCELSIS; 


Milispered intelligence, and he was ever on the ^atch,as it 
were, to surprise some delinquent It lias been said of a 
certain statesman, ambitioQs of great effects, that Lc is 
aluays landing at Torbay to deicer some ideal English 
man from an imagmary grievance It might be 'aid of 
Colonel Slceman, in his. most composed moments, that he 
was ever on tho look ont to capture a thief Set a thief 
to catch a thief, is an old mamm which by no means 
*i2)phes to so excellent a person as the Colonel But it 
was an mgemous thought of Lord Dalhousie, that the con- 
verse might hold true, and that a gentleman who liad 
caught dacoits in uneiampled nnmbcrs was tho instru- 
ment to assist him in an act of dacoitoo imnrilled 
Colonel Slceman wts, as it were, made to LordDalbousios 
hand , but before ho went, that there might bo no mistake, 
and no option of impartial scrutiny, ho bound him to cfllct 
his object by a very dcODitc commission 

This commission wo now giro, 'inJ wo may fairly 
premise that but for Colonel Slceman s death it would 
not have seen tho light Tho attention of our readers is 
now requested to this uncspccted proof that Colonel 
Slceman was an instrument sent to do a certain vork, and 
that this work was the inculpation of flio Ondo Gmern- 
ment, thus prejudged and prccoadcmncd m tho mind of 
Lord Dalhousie This commission, m tho form of tho 
follomng letter, runs thus — 


“ Government House, SepU 16, 1848 
“hit Mir. ConovrL Strmuv— It was a matter of 
regret to inc that 7/iacfnotf aaircqiatcJ 
Col Sutherland m Kajpootana before I mado arrango- 

menCs which (ircrcfiteilnijoffenng that oppojntnicnt lojou 

I now Kgret it no longer, smeo tho courst of cicnts has 
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put it in my poiver to propose an arrangement vliich ivill, 

I appreliencl, be more agreeable to you, and wbicb Mill 
make youi* seiMices more actively beneficial to tlie State. 

“ Colonel Ricbmond bas intimated bis intention of 
immediately resigning tbo Residency at LucknoM'. The 
communication made by tbe Governor-General to the 
King of Oude, in October, 1S47, gave His IMajesty to 
understand that if tbe condition of government M'as not 
very materially amended before tivo year's bad expired, tbe 
manasrement for bis behoof -would be taken into tbe bands 
of tbe Britisb Government. 

“ There seems little reason to e,vj)ccf^ or to hope that in 
Octoler, 1849, anv amendment whatever will have lecn 
effected. The reconstruction of the internal adjiinis- 
TRATION of a great, rich, and oppressed country, is a noble 
as well as an arduous task for tbe ofllcer to Mironi tbe 
duty is intrusted, and tbe Government have recourse to 
one of tbe best of its servants for that purpose. 

“ Tbe bigb reputation you have earned, your experience 
of civil administration, your knowledge of tbo people, and 
tbo qualifications you possess as a public man, have led 
me to submit your name to tbe Council of India as an 
officer to M'bom I could commit this important charge, 
M;ith entire confidence that its duties MDuId be well per- 
formed. I do myself, therefore, tbe honour of proposing 
to you to accept tbe office of Resident at Lucknow, with 
esjjecial reference to the great changes M'bicb, in all proba- 
bility, will take place. Retaining your superintendency of 
thuggee affairs, it will be manifestly necessary that you 
should be relieved from tbe duty of tbe trials of Thugs 
usually condemned at Luclmow. 

“ In tbe hope that you will not wlthbold from tbe 
Government yom* services in tbe cajiacity I have named, 
and in tbe further hope of finding an opportunity of 
personaUy making your acquaintance, 

“ I have tbe honour to be, 

“ Dear Colonel Sleeman, 

“ Veiy faithfully yours, 

“ Daluousie. 

“ To Colonel Sleeman^ &c. &c.” 
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After such a letter, -wo can estimate the cool effronterj 
with which Colonel Sleeman'a inquiry and report were 
set forth as substantially the foundation and chief basis 
of Lord Dalhousie’s rcsolTe to annex the fated provinee 
Can there be a doubt as to the purport or intended clTecfc 
of this letter’ Can there be a doubt in tho mind of 
any reasonable man that when this letter was written, 
Oude was already condemned unoxamined, untnqcl, 
beyond the peoTince of inquiiy or the possibility of re- 
prieve ’ Does this letter contain the slightest scintilla of 
encouragement to Colonel SIceman to see and judgo 
eqmtably and impartially for himself, to como to a fair 
conclusion, and report to his Government ’ Could Colonel 
SIceman, condescending to accept his mission on these 
terms, retain a doubt la his oirn znind as to its object* or 
if he could doubt— for ho was given to doubt— does a 
doubt remain with our readers ’ 

Let us examine tho terms of tho letter, for there is 
more m it than is seen immediately Colonel Slccman is 
invited to "actiKT sirinces « * ■* The Gonm- 
“ meat has recourse to one of the best of its servants 
“ for the rccoTutruction of (he inlernal adnunwtmfian of 
“ Oude * * * Great chantjee Wull, in all pro- 

“ bability,tal.e place ’ Thus much, though rcprclicnsiblc, is 
perfectly plain But ivhy docs Lord Dalhousio conclado 
that there is “little reason to cvpcct or hope that in 
‘ October, 1849, any amendment wnATEvra will have been 
“ ciTccted 7 ’ If the render will remember the last chapter, 
tho proposals for a very cxtcnsiao amendment, m rnglish 
eyes, had been prodtred by the Oude Government, can- 
vassed by our oflictals, devcJopeil and detailed into a com- 
plete «chomo bv Major Bird and Mr Thomason, had been 
approve<l by Colonel Kichmond, and Ind liccn only deprived 
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of effect by tlieir liaviag been necessarily submitted for tbe 
final sanction of Lord Hardinge. Of course Lord Dal- 
Iiousie knew in 1849 that no amendment whatever had 
been effected, when the Governor- General insured in ’48 
that no amendment whatever should be possible. 

The story hangs together in a chain of knowledge and 
foreknowledge, of prepared cause and expected effect, and 
Oude was already tied in the noose when the end of the 
rope was handed to Colonel Sleeman. The Colonel pulled 
the rope to the required degree pf tension, and soon in- 
volved Oude in the confusion desiderated. Then he reported 
on the confusion thus occasioned, and so completed the 
“ active services ” expected by Lord Dalhousie. To de- 
scribe his conduct in the language of the King of Oude’s 
Petition, of May, 1857, to the House of Commons, “in 
“ obvious disregard of the treaties hereinbefore quoted, 
“ and of the instructions given to successive British Resi- 
“ dents by successive Governors-General,* Colonel Slee- 

* It lias been stated that in tbe ye.ar 1798 a treaty was entered into be- 
ween the Honourable Company and Saadat Alie. Upon that occasion the 
Nawaub Vizier transmitted to the Governor- General (Marquis Wellesley) 
a series of propositions to which he required the Governor-General’s assent. 
The first of these propositions and the answer thereto are as follow : — 

Proposition 1. — Let no one, as has hitherto boon the practice, afford 
countenance and support to any person, to impede the recovery of just 
balances from Aumils and others ; but, on the contrary, let him (meaning 
the Kesident) afford assistance to the Circar or Government in the recovery 
of those balances. If the Kesident is desirous of withliolding me from the 
prosecution of any particular measure, let him state his sentiments to me in 
private, in which case (as I am far from being disposed to act unjustly) 
either I will prove to the Resident the equity of the proceeding, or the 
Kesident will set mo right ; and, in the latter event, I will, in conformity 
to his desire, abandon such proposed measure, and no one will be apprised 
of any disagreement subsisting between us. 

Answer. — Unobjectionable ; and this proposal shall be observed. The 
Resident shall be furnished by His Excellency the iSawaub Vizier with all 
the Information necessary to establish tbe justice of the proceeding by 
vouchers .and proofs. 

It tvill be found, however, thqt Colonel ^Icemnn took the most public 

B 
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“ man, from an early period after Ins appointment, com- 
“ menced a cour»Q of conduct highly dorogatorj to the 
“dignity of the Soieroigp of Oude, calculated to gi\e 
“ personal offence to tlie lung and to his minister, to 
“ degrade His hlajesly in the eyes of his peoplo, and to 
“ make his Government unpopular and contemptible In 
“ the face of solemn cagigemcnts not to interfcro irith the 
“ dne courao of jastice. Colonel Slecmau in effett erected 
“ the British Residency into a Supreme Court of Appeal 
“ from the deemon of HisMajcst/s judge , and took upon 
“ bira'self, m some instances, to interfere iritli tbo decision 
“ of tho Moojtahid ool ii««cr, or Jlahomcd'm High Court 
‘ of Justice Without any proper u a rnnty, "nd in con- 
*' trarention of all tho treaties bctirccn tbo Dnti«h Go* 
“ verumont and Oude, Colonel Sleemon, at gre it cost, and 
“ at tho expense of tho King and GoTcmmcnt of Oude. 
*' made a tour of three monilis, or thereabout^, in tho pro* 

‘ vinccs of Oude, m (ho coiir o of which he ciigagod him* 

“ self m collecting complaint*, and in conscfjucDco apih- 
‘ cations and petitions were sent m to him Lj tho Kings 
“ peoplo for redress ofgncnnco*, or pretended gnetances, 

“ he revived disputes and cljims which had been judicni/y 
‘ decided for twenty or even thirty years ircviotuly, he 
“ descended to abusive per onalitics to nnnnj tho King 
“ and other merohers of tho Roval rnmdv, and bj t!io»o 
“ and other iinuarrantaWoand vexatious proccehngs, ho 
‘ threw tho Government of On Ic into a stale of confusioa, 

“ paventod tho due admim tration of justice, rendered iho 
“ collection of the revenuo of the ^'afe diflicult, and in 

ani oTiCJ to mivL of •howinjlh’in » file » *n I nj wblrSr* I'fl t'* "''a 
1 imje'f an ItbeOaJa tjovcmmoBt^-Iorol' ofn"!-* menu fii I’lt* n frf a 
Ux rfrenceontli.prt oflb-rw Jor‘ #-lw« Co'^'l E orrsn 
le« ly mfr o jc t tfi'* i T ** 
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“ some cases impossible, nntl tliereb}' iinliingoil llio vrliolo 
“ social and political system of tlio State, to wlioso rulers 
“ he Arns bound by treaty to giro his best advico and 
counsel, Avith a vinvr to the establishment of order and 
“ good government,” 

Some proofs of those averments vill now be given in 
detail. They arc taken from the pamphlets of hlajor Bird 
and JI. hr. Musseohood-doon, both personally conversant 
Avith the circumstances, and they can bo substantiated, 
according to the Royal Family’s desire, AvhcnoA’cr an 
inquiry is granted by either IIousc of Parliament. 

In the first place, Colonel Sleeman interfered directly 
to restrain the King’s liberty to appoint or retain about 
him the ministers of his choice. A case of this kind 
occurred in the instance of Wussnn Uklt Khan, aa'Iio Avas 
at this time Under-Secretary to the Prime hlinister, 
'Wussec Ully Avas an intelligent, educated, and experienced 
person, Avell acquainted AA'ith English laAvs and institutions, 
and distinguished for the faithful and efficient discharge 
of his duties. Colonel Sleeman, Avho. Avas aware that, so 
long as a person so deserA'edl}^ pojmlar remained in office, 
he himself could not hope to make up a case against the 
King, addressed a letter, on the 2nd of March, 1849, to 
His Majesty, stating that "Wussee Ully Khan, during the 
Residences of Colonels Loav and Caulfield, had been 
dismissed and banished, and I'cquesting His IMajesty to 
cause him, as a seditious person, to quit Lucknow forth- 
Atith. The King, Avho A\-as convinced of Wussee Ully’s 
innocence, declined acceding to Colonel Sleeman’s request, 
observing that “his (Wussee Ully’s) banishment without 
“ any proof whatever of his guilt, will be the cause of 
“ considerable disorder in my kingdom.” Colonel Sleeman 
again Avrote to the King, and was not ashamed to declare 

p 2 
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to Ills Majesty — *' Tkems noneeessity to prove his 
“ Ully s) guilt, as the appointment imposed upon him m not 
“ his jageer or hereditary property Thei efore it is not 
“ itecessary at the time of his disim^fal to mieywate the 
'^proofs” But His Majesty iras not prepared thus to 
treat a faithful servant while he retained las convictions 
that the imputations brought against him were falso and 
malicious He was nevertheless, howe>cr, cieiiloillj 
compelled to comply with tho Hesidcut’s requisition , and 
Wussee Uily was ordered to quit Luckuow, hereupon 
he retired to Ins pniate estate "While ho was Ining 
in privacy, ho as«istcd, lioweicr, in capturing a certain 
Gungga BuhUsh, of Tvhom wo shall hear prc'ontly, and 
against whom i proclamation aras issued as hciag a 
person whom the King and Colonel Slocinan both desired 
to apprehend 

Great as nos Colonel SIcemans satisfitlion «licn be 
heard of this capture, it was considerably dmmiishcd upon 
his finding tint ^Vussoc Ullj was the person to whom ho 
M as indebted for this service , and to such a degreo d»I ho 
allow his personal dislike to ovcrcomo his 'Ciiso of justice, 
that although in tho oolcr he issuotl on tho Urztc or 
petition of Wussce Ullj, and which is datc'l ISlIi 
September, 1850, ho states “ Whateicr "Wii'sco UJJj h is 
“ written and sent respecting tiio ajiprthcnsiou of Gungga 
“ Bukhsh and Ins son Runjcct Bukhdi, la, to my knnw- 
Jedgo, quite correct and certain, and is a true «IrtaiI <f 
“ the manner III which tho jnrticshaao been apprchtiulcd ,** 
ho nevertheless would not allow IIis "Maie't) to confer 
tho promised rcwanl uj»n "Wiis'ce Ullj whom he nccci<cil 
of having induced Gutigga Buklidt to siirfLU kr by hoi Img 
out to him the hope of a pinion The Kingretnon’fratul 
r itli Colonel Slceunn, by letter, uj»oii tho irnpropnctv of 
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refusing tlie reward to Wussee Ully, but all His Majesty 
could tu'ge was of no avail ; Colonel Sleeman not only 
pertinaciously refused to fulfil tbe promise contained in 
the proclamation, but insisted more strongly than ever 
that IVussee Ully should be banished from the kingdom. 

The following order was accordingl)’' issued by the 
Bang, and is a curious eUdence of the pressm’e to which 
His Majest}'- was subjected : — 


Translation of an Order from H. M. the King of Oude 
to Wussee Ully Khan, dated 3rd Rubbeeoolaval, 1270 
Hegira (corresponding with Nov. 24, 1853). 

“ Whereas Wussee Ully is an hereditary servant of the 
Government of Oude, which he has served for thhty years, 
during all which period His Majesty has had no fault to 
find with him in the performance of his duties or services, 
either to the Government of the Honourable Companj^ or 
to that of His Majesty, although His IMajesty has 
examined carefully into Wussee Ully’s conduct. In 
consequence, however, of the strict orders of the Resident, 
he was sent out of towm for a short time, and, by the 
permission of the Resident, he was recalled and permitted 
to return and rejoin his family. 

“ The Resident, however, has again desired both repeat- 
edly and peremptoril 3 ^ his banishment: therefore, in order to 
carry into effect the instructions of our friend the Resident : 

“ Wussee Ully is ordered to stay out of to\vn, until he 
I'egain the favour and good opinion of the Resident, which 
event Avill be the source of pleasure to His hlajesty, and 
for the welfare of Wussee Ully Khan. 

“ His Majesty gladly bears his testimony to the entire 
satisfaction Wussee Ully’s conduct has aftbrded him, and 
has a firm impression that Wussee Ully is innocent.” 

Sealed and signed as usual by His 
■ IMajesty the Kang of Oude. 
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The above documoDt is a witness ngainst Colonel 
Sleeman and a proof of the allegation m tho King of 
Oude s Petition, that tha Colonel was degrading Hia Sla- 
jesty in the eyes of his people and making hb goieniment 
unpopulai and contemptible But thio is not the hole 
of the stoij of Wussee UJJy Colonel Sleeman not sati fieil 
with tho efforts he had made to efitct his nun and 
prompted by the suspicions to which ns wo said ho gave 
the rein, subsequently endeavoured to nnjhcato this 
officer in an attempt which he alleged had been made to 
assassinate hunsclf Tliere was no foundation for those 
suspicions, for the facts wero (u> follow* One 

night a 'entry on duty m a verandah of the Resiliency 
house, fired Ins musket and the Cbuapia'cos hearing the 
leport, inquired the cause , tho sentr) said tint tuo 
armed men had come nn«l aAed where Colonel Slco 
man then was, but ho liad replied that ho did not knou, 
and that when tho persons had gone on a few pace*, thoir 
coming armed at such a late hour struck him as *lrange, 
and ho hafl fired at them Next <Jn) at noon a niesmgc 
was brought from the Resident nientioning tho occnm’iico, 
and complaining of tlicScpoy«, whoso dut) it was to guard 
the R^sideuc ) , requesting nl«o to hav c a fund set np irt to 
niamtam an additional guard This was graiitcil and 
onlers were gnen for the apprcIicn«ion of the c/ltnikib, 
yet not a week chjiscd before a 'imilar occurrence took 
place fho sentry who was over the vault attached to 
tho Residency house, again fired his musl ct , people ran to 
a'certam what it was, when he «tatcd that an nniie<l min 
had come and hid not oasnewd irhcw ehaJJe/ioeiJ sn I thus 
be had felt it hb duly to fire Tlio palm i f tho ‘entry e 
baud was houever wounded by the bullet, ml in the 
morning a regular investigation was rm le when j articl v 
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of gunpo\y(lcr ^verc foiinil ou the GOiitiy’s sleeve, vvliilc the 
sleeve itself was found to be scorcbed. A bullet, moreover, 
was found in tlio coiling over the sentry’s position, 
and tbe bullet and powder were observed also to corre- 
spond with those in the sentry’s pouch; in short, from all 
the evidence, it appeared pretty certain that the sentry 
had his hand over tbe muzy.le of his gun while asleep, and 
that his foot or some oilier part of his body must have set 
off the piece, and the ball must have passed through the 
palm of his hand into the ceiling. The sentry, in order to 
hide his neglect of duty, had invented the story of an 
armed man coming to him, Ac. Ac., thus raising the 
presumption of a similar invention on the former occasion, 
especially as no one was caught or seen by the persons 
who then went in search, and tliough the yard of the 
E.esidency was surrounded by a high wall, and sentries 
were stationed within and without it, so that had any one 
obtained an entrance it was next to impossible he could 
have escaped. 

The sequel of the story has, however, yet to bo 
recounted. Colonel Slceman was so unreasonable, that 
notwithstanding these objections to the probability of any 
attempt whatever at assassination, he reiterated his rest- 
less suspicious to the Iviug, and declining himself to insti- 
tute an inquiry, cast upon the King the responsibility of 
dealing with this frivolous accusation. Ilis Majesty, con- 
sidering that such a chai-gc should not be lightly made 
against persons whom he honoured with his confidence, 
and who held responsible situations in his service, forth- 
with ordered that the subject should be brought before a 
tribunal specially convened for the purpose. Accordingly, 
on the 20th of November, 1853, the investigation took 
place in due form before His ^Majesty the Sultan Oohnah 
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Syed Matomed, the Judge of the Supreme Court of 
Justice, and the principal civU and military authorities 
Colonel Sleeman ■^^as imitcd to he present, but refused 
to attend Yet after a full and lengthened investigation, 
the Court decided unanimously that the accused parties, 
including Wussee Ully, were wholly innocent of the crime 
laid to their charge, and they were, in consequence, hon 
ourably acquitted It might liave been supposed tint, 
after such a verdict, Colonel Sleeman uould at least hare 
ceased to persecute the unfortunato object of his unrea- 
sonable suspicions So far, however, was this from being 
the case, that he still with a cruel vindictiveness continued 
to harass Wus'ee Ully, till at length, worn out with 
anxiety, grief, and mortification, the latter escaped from 
Ills persecutor, by death Like other and more important 
victims of the Companys policj, 1Vu«see Ullj w said to 
havo died broken hearted in tho beginning of the year 
1855 * 


* That tb i nnrartuQvte pertooaso wm iliQVnntI/ regtrtl^il b; oib«r 
£n2lubm«Q witb whnm be ba^ come in contact n prored Vf tbo t ,t 
mPBiei Trbieb we now append 

' VV U99ce UII7 Rhao iLe bearer of tb «, bar been in ll e bal t of Tte- 
'qaenllj caUing on me tinco t bare tKcn la remmanU aC I icJcnoir anJ I 

* bare ilwaji found b m rcrpectful and gentlcmanl/ in b a aaanerr and I 
have pUarorc in complying with b» retjiiest for lb 1 cLit 

(SgBod) "P JoaviTor, Mij Gen 

* Luctnow, Jfay 0 1841’* 

“ Wumih; Ully Kban Mebtnaadar appoinleJ on ibc part of tie King of 

• I ucknow to fum »b Uie camp of ll e 1 ^Kt irenourable tl e Ootemer 
General with luppl ca, on lU prcjrera from Cawnpore to Lucknow bat 
u>ed erery exert on to do §0 nod baa noit (a ufaetorlly perfermeJ lie 

“ Itak lapoied co hia2. 

($Sn«d) "ll GA 

• Lucknow I,oT 23 1847* 


Ully Eban, Sopenatcolent oftbe Ibtesatn Litall alietnl 
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The next case to be mentioned is the converse of the 
above, and it comes in proof of the same allegation in the 
Petition, as personal oflcnce was by this means given to 
the King, and he was further degraded in tiie eyes of his 
people. Thus the King; had ordered a person named 
Kurrun UiiMTO to leave his territories, for this individual 
had been guilty of per jury, had been endeavouring to sow 
disaflection, and to bring His jMajesty’s Government into 
contempt, among other means by acting as a sjjy and 
secret informer, and by conveying to the Pcsident liimself 
every report, however false, which he could pick up to 
the discredit of His hlajcsty. Colonel Slceman interfered, 
as a matter of course, to protect this disreputable person, 
and upon hearing of his intended punishment on the 1st of 
February, -1854, the Colonel addressed a letter to the 
lung, an abstract of vrhicli is as follows : — 

“ Because Moonshce Kurrun Uhmud is in the habit of 
“ visiting me and my assistant, therefore you have deter- 
“ mined upon banishing him •.•now, let it be distinctly 
“ understood, that if your Majest}’’ will persist in so doing, I 
“ will forbid your Prime Minister, lhakeel, &c., from calling 
“upon me; and further, I will m-ite to the Governor- 
“ General in Council, and inform him that your hlajesty 
“ objects to a7iy of your subjects visiting me, in which case 
“ it would be better to abolish the Residency, and remo^ c 
“ the British troops altogether from the country : thus the 
“ King has assumed the attitude of a rcl/d.” 

In the next place, Colonel Sleeman, in derogation of 
the King’s dignity, required him to erase from his royal 


“ tte part of tlie King of Oude, was of great tisb to ns during. tLe time he 
“was in attendance in our camp. 


“Lucknow, Kov. 22, 1847.” 


(Signed) “ H. M. Elliott. 
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seal the Mord “Glnzce'* (His Majesty's hereditary title), 
a -nord ■\Thich could not in the least degree affect the Cast 
India Company’s authontj, nod to imko fhi5 re/juisitron 
the more galJmg, it irtL, signified by means of an offuial 
order, not by a letter to Uis Jlajeaty , tho efiect being 
further to loirer the King in the eyes of Ins subjects * On 
p 17 of the Oude Blue Book, 1856, mil bo found a 
specimen of the letters, teeming with official impertinence, 
nhich Colonel Sleeman was m the Jiabit of addressing to 
tlie King, to irhom the lastnictions of former Bcsidcnts 
required them to show courtesy, but whom ho treated 
openly with m«olonco and contempt 

Wo noip proceed to another cla*!> of cases which 
show his interference with tho proceedings of tho Oudo 
Courts of Justice, audhis encouragement (again m rinla- 
tion of existing cngagemcut») of complaints made to himself 
in disparngcracnt of iho Kings authority Tljc reader will 
find in the Oudo BIuo Oook (quoted abo\c), on p SO, 
somo proceedings of thi^cla^s, though a faiourablo spcci* 
men, inasmuch ns a specious ctcu«o is there allegetl for 
the particular instance, and if ho turns to p 107, "hich 
describes tho influence thus acquired by tho llcsidcnt, ho 
may (race, from cause to cfllct, (ho work of disorgctrit^a- 
tion Tho ca'os which follow aro still more remarkable, 
for they show that Colonel Slocmanwcnt to lengths incon- 
ccnahlc if they wero not expo <xl on tho trasfworthy 
testimony of Major Bird The first case, for tho sake of 
distinction, wc siill call that of Cnrrrcr Siven 

A certain man we aro told, complained m private to 

•Oil k jly llUill £• 1‘ attlaCoJonrUTcnpfa >I 

th Will utarfirT aUxrrnut»liiJ »» « t i/li cf gwl t't I''*- 

custouuinly «.nl to t! 1«> 1 ufj, wi'Tvty j U t'r ,lon»-Munt(^“'an / 
t trn f r Inr p. M tilt t Klnga-ltl H- 1-^ I ' re i 
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tbe Hesidcnt tliat he and a comrade ^vGro returning to 
their homes, and that when passing the village Bigharie, 
they were seized by Chatter Singh, ihc brother of the 
Zemindar, and taken into Bigharie — that there his com- 
rade’s head •was cut off, and that he liimsclf was confined 
in Chuttcr Singh’s house, expecting the same fate, but 
having a few rupees, he bribed a woman in the house and 
eseaped. The Resident at once, mtJiGut either consuUtnff 
the King or oUaining his consent, ordered out two of the 
Ilonourable Company’s guns and a wing of the 10th 
Regiment N.I., under Captain Ilardwicko, to proceed to 
Bunnee, when the force was to be joined by Lieutenant 
Weston, commanding the Oude Frontier Police, and Cap- 
tain Barlow, of the King of Oude’s service, with about 
fifty of his cavalry. Sealed orders were given to Captain 
Hardrvicke to proceed to Bigharie, to summon Chuttcr 
Singh, and if he refused to conic in, the village ims to be 
dcsiroiiccl. The force reached Bigharie, but found no 
fortifications nor show of resistance. Simultaneously, the 
cultivators of a neighbouring village came to ofier assist- 
ance to the British force, but their otfer was declined by 
Captain llavdwicke. Lieutenant Weston thereupon sum- 
moned Chutter Singh, and some delay occurred, but at 
Captain Barlow's recommendation, one of His Majesty’s 
camel orderlies — “ Shooter SoAvars " — was sent into -the 
village, Avhen Chutter Singh came out and was put into 
confinement. The complainant Avas then called upon to 
point out AA'here his comrade’s head had been cut oflj and 
where he had been confined, but failed to do so — no 
such act liaA'ing eA'er taken place. Had it not been that 
Captain nardAA’icke Avas a judicious officer, and hesitated 
blindly to carry out his instructions, and had it not been 
for Captain BarloAv’s forethought in sending a subsequent 
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message by a Kings messenger to tbo village of Bigbano, 
the village would Lave been dcatroyed This atory Las, 
however, a still more discreditable aspect Tho com- 
plainant Lad been a sepoy of tlio 55tli BN I, igno- 
mmiouslj dismissed for theft The vilhgo of Bighane 
had long had a boundary dispute witli the neigh- 
bounng village The ready ear of the Goiernmcnt 
representative was known, and it was hoped that this 
dismissed sepoy would excite him to givo orders which 
would cause the destruction of tho Bighano village, and 
settle the boundary dtsputo without further trouble Tins 
result was as nearly coming to pass ns could be Thus, 
and With such effect, were the Oodc Courts of Law dis- 
pensed With, and such wero tho measures taken on a 
hasty and erroneous prc«ainplioD Distrust and confusion 
vero thus introduced into the lung’s dominions, and their 
cultivators seeing a British force thus recklessly employed, 
very naturally inferred that wo were about to tako tho 
country, and very logically proccede<l to uitLhoJd the pay- 
ment of tiioir taxes 

Colonel Slccraan, however, even went tho length of 
supporting certain of thc»c m their refusal as tho next ea<o 
to be mentioned will sufficiently prove Ihus Rnjab 
IIcvirAVT SivGU, of Kalla Kankcr, Blaka Svloiie, Mould 
not pay the a®sc«3cd n-venue and Khan Ah Klnu, tJio 
Aunul or native collector, tned to coerco him , but the 
Ilajah, well awaro of tho Hcsidcats ready ear, came o\cr 
to LucknoM and attached lumsclf to that ofllccr ulio 
listened to his statement, and not only gwo him tho j ru- 
tcction of daily ruhng by tho side of his carriage, so tint 
tho Oudo authorities might sco the mall ch mco of 'uccess 
likely to result from thtir attempt to rccovur llio King’s 
revenue, but also wtnt sccunly for bun for a boa o vhteh 
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tlie Knjnh took iii t':'.nt«*nmont,s v.-itliiti ike jirociiicfs of 
Avliicli tlir Kin^’r .nulkoril}- did ijut oxtoml. Tlt(' Eeciirity 
['nycr 5-= in rdrdV. pH'-io-.-jon, nnd n copy of ii is 

given keln-.v in r. nn:o.’ Sitrij nn? p.nn{lier nnxlo I>y ■wlnVh 
die Pclion of tlio IvingV- Govcrnnu'nt wn's vvenkonf'd, nnd 
if' rC'OnrcvJ vveie crij^plcd.v .Ssicli were the mcaU' by 
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wbich the case reqnirGd by Lord Dalhousie, and expected 
of Colonel Slpeman, was gradually made out. 

Tho next case is ono wliicb makes a largo figure io 
the Oude Blue Book, but of which it is alleged that these 
aro tho trae particulars. MonosiED Hcsscin, tho Aumil, 
or revenue collector, of the district of Barnitch, came, in 

■ purchased hyllanwant Singly »l>o, by hsuLd^j ihere, escaped froiu the 
‘ demands of th«e irhORcrecetplsLchad filed, trhiie his two sons collected the 
‘ rereno" for the foUowing year from the lyols, and Xrpt It with them Du- 
“ satisDcd Tilth thecTil conduct of IlanirsntSinghfor the last three years, and 
“ finding hia mchedncM increase erery year, and thwehy llie life and pro* 
“ P^y of my servants iropenBcd, I gare orders for Ilannant Singh's pun- 
‘ ishment after informing the Kesident of all jwMicnUrs Ilinwant Siag^ii 
“ relying on Colonel Slccmana prolcetion, fortified Jussfelf siiJ prepared to 
“ resist my Taliaildar TLiswarfaw contuiJW<l for ahont amonth.anlabout 
“ two or three hundred men were liUsl and wounded IMien prorisionj 
“having decreaseil, Haowanl Siogh despatched his two »n«, wh» were 
‘ equally guilty with hunvlf, to Sliahyihanpcre, and hiitiHlf irtvellod ly 
“ dawk to the eaatonTncBt«, where he hred openly, nn I where, Icaniigwilo 
“ any qu'etion at regurda hia punishment or any inquiry into luaevtl doing*, 

“ my ftcrantj ooaH not ercBapprwJi the hmita of in hongiknf Ifanwat 
“ Smgh wbila besieged ahoculolTthenoeeianihandsoftwoofmyiah/etj, 

“ aecusiag them of baring ranaiixd in their boa*.s, while Lc was obliged to 
“fie ntc*o having compbioed to me, 1 dcryotched them to Culonel 
“ Sb'inan, who said tliat llanwant Sirgh was at liberty to do wlnt b« ehot'* 

‘ with ha tenants, paid no aticntioti as to rcdip^ing their gnivarces, iad 
wrote a letter to tho Magi'-tratc of Sh3hy*hanjiore, to allow JUnwaat 
Siaghs fora and eerraots to reCsto (hetr arun and to eulfor do cim to 
“ oppose th"xn Here, that port of tb© treaty of IMl, which phccil ttpcn 
* thoEogli-h CoTtmm'nt tiio rwpoDsibihty of prevcTTiDg On le from aay 
“ intercal foa hceame ineffectual, ami abo Unt portion of the treaty of ISO 
*• T-h ch related to ihedtliTeryof crimirsU to the On iiOoTcmmenf, b-cara* 

‘ of no cfiect Siorcorer, ihsususl prscticoof CtkmelSlecmu, who bother 
‘ cases o-rl to offer h« remarks, ehanifd in tin «» Having no reirvlr, 
anf s.'aog fhi* staM of affairs, I rcraafeo-J qnt ■*, aad d recteilmycTcciwfo 
■' act according to thor.esiAntad*iro, accerlinglr, Khan ,\li, T«*' fcbir tf 
Calcine, sgiiost whom CdoDeJ tmv, ta'v;)r to p'ca^ Jlanwsnt fiingh, 

‘ ef'en brought tecnsations, waidKhvTjT'l, ami I direcl»,nijnwsn fiegh 
to jrococfl to Lucknow, or wberever h» clio»» wrhciut fear of cioH 

“ tvtlOD 

n as wJuIj the propertMw and Ltm of several of my sulj'Cti wers 
‘ cndicgiMd, ifn rwenueef twoyrari fwt, aaf rnyvil' I'fi'ccA 
- S ngh, relying ojoh CobjDtl Sleemm, i*sm,l lb djyi la ea» ajnl 
“ eprnfjrt-” 

TIi'to m cvaleneo aUv c n p ?l of Cok,ae> Sl'cmaVs wm femlit ag wrei 
wtuxh werodea to IH Jlajcsty 
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tlie course of bis collections, to that portion of his district 
which belonged to the Talookdar Ram Dutt. The 
Talookdar visited the Aiimirs office tent, in the front of 
v.'hich, a large space of ground, some sixty yards by forty, 
was inclosed as usual by a Kanaut,* to keep off the crowd. 
At the interview with the Aumil, Ram Dutt refused to 
pay the revenue assessed. He "vVas told that he could not 
take his leave without doing so, but ho got up, and, with 
his followers, some thirteen men, left the tent and went 
into the inclosed space outside where the Aumil’s guard 
was in attendance. He was again told that he could not 
leave that inclosure without coming to some arrangement, 
on which he drew a pistol and fired on the Aumil’s guard* 
On this a disturbance took place, and- Ram Dutt was 
killed in the fight by some of the Aumil’s followers. The 
Talookdar’s lawyer, Sudhan Lall, and Adjhoodia Pershad, 
head man of Ram Dutt, complained to Colonel Sleeman. 
In tho meantime, the servants ' of Mohomed Hussein 
continued collecting the revenue in the Perguima, to-* 
wards the Gorruckpore frontier, and here again were 
opposed, and a fight took place between Kissim Dutt, 
brother of Ram Dutt, with his people, and the Aumil’s 
followers. The former, as is often done to evade payment, 
retiring towards the narrow river Raptee, which at this point 
separates the tM'o countries, the Aumirs followers endea- 
voured to arrest them. In this struggle a shot went across 
the river and killed a Brahmin, named Bisu’as Mitter. 

Mr. , tlie British officer, addressed the Resident, who 

forthwith called upon the Oude Court to dismiss the 
Aumil, Mohomed Hussein, and in this official document 
complained of the murder of Ram Dutt. His Majesty, 
influenced with a desire to keep on terms nith the British 

Canvas partition. 
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Government dismissed the Anmil, and AMth the concur- 
rence of the Resident* made him o\er for trial on account 
of the murder of Ram Dutt to the highest Court of Jusfica 
in Oude, that presided oier by the jroojlahid ool usaur, 
the High Priest An investigation was commenced, an I 
whibt it Mas progressing, Mohomed Iltissein sent a 
lawyer over to Gorruckpdre, asking the officer m chnrgo 
of that district to instilntc inquiries regarding the death of 
the Brahmin Biswas Milter, caused bj the «hot which had 
cro sed the river, and complaining that he had been sum 
manly dismissed without inquiry, simpl} on the British 
magistrates complaint TIic officenn charge of the Gor- 
Tuchporo district declared that this uismi «al was not 
influenced by him, and vcrbaJlj acquitted the Aiitnd of 
all blamo, hut refused to place Lis opinion on pajior 
Slohomed Hussein’s Vakeel proceeded and related the 
circumstancoa m full to tho commissioner of tho district, 
who, after due inquiry from the Gorruckporo officer, gaM. 
papers acquitting the Aumil Mohomed Hussoin of all 
blame, and forwarded copies of the same to his honour ti o 
Licutenant-Gmcnior Thus iht influence of tho Resident 
caused the roraoial from lus jrost of tho Aumil V[ohotnrl 
Hussem without sufficient reason os regarded tlio ‘hot 
fired aero s tho riicr, an I the death of thoBnhmin Bisw’s 
hlittcr And moro than IIih, tho Annul was puiiis’cl 
before am invcs'iigation wa-j made into tho merits of the 
onginal cose, t r (he finng a shot into the Urdi h 
boundary , and thereby causing the death of a BntL‘h stili* 
jeet The ‘ocoud accmation that of tho murder of Ram 
Butt was brought to a conclusion by the Vftwjfaht f ooN 
ussur, who proiiounceil the Auniil Mohomcl Hit' cm 
not guilty of the munler of Ram Dutt, on two grounds 
firstly, that the Aumil si c» no' yuf- i m tL-' ffriy 
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between Ram Dutt with bis fullowcrs and tlie guard of 
the Aumil ; secondly, lie had given no orders likely to 
cause such affray or death. Ho was neither the jirin- 
cipal in nor accessory to the death of Ram Dutt. 'Ihis 
decision of the highest Court of Justice in Oude was 
communicated to the Resident, who dis.apjuovod of and 
refused to acknowledge it, and demanded that the Aumil 
hlohorned Hussein should either be made over to him for 
trial or sent to the magistrate of Gorruckporc. llic King, 
however, declined to accede to this measure, and the 
Resident (Colonel Slceman) reported the circumstance to 
the Indian Government, who very properly decided, that 
as the Resident had himself agreed to the trial of the case 
before the Oude Court, he could not nowniise an objec- 
tion, but there is reason to believe that a hint was simul- 
taneously' given, that the Resident should have taken the 
case into his own hands from the commencement. Be 
this as it may, the interference of Colonel Sleeman in this 
as in other instances was suflicient for its purpose, and the 
Government had no occasion to stimulate the zeal of their 
instrument. 

But the crowning effort of the Colonel was the iour which 
he made throughout the Oude dominions in the cold season 
of 1850. The Oude Government opposed this proceeding, 
and even the British Government forbade it, except with 
the King’s sanction. Notwithstanding this, the Resident 
determined to carry out his plans, and represented to His 
Majesty that he was going out to a small place about 
five miles off called Chinahut, and a short way on. 
The King regretted the Resident was troubling him- 
self, but still no sanction w'as given. Yet Colonel 
Sleeman upon this made a tour through the kingdom, 
receiving petitions and complaints on the most liberal 


I 
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scale,* aud illustrating at ever)' stage the words of 
Hooker that, “he who goetli about to persuade a 
“ multitude that tho) are not so well gorornod ns 
“ they ought to be, shall neier want attentlic and 
“ favourable hearers.” During this tour ho collected 
materials for his reports to Lord Dalhousic, and orated 
other materials ; for as he issued orders upon these 
petitions at once, and was perhips before many hotirs 
induced to change bis mind and issue contrary instruc- 
tions, he added confusion to confusion f TliU course, 

* As the KinjcomphiQS, ialii«Re(>lj,f> 0. “Jo hii rery firit belt, on 
*' the occuion of hie tour through OuUe, he receireJ petition* from Uf 
“lubjeeti, be utci], ttith reference t« tome of then, to write letter* to 
x mj Gorernment, tdritiog it bow to ect, eml, on the beck of eertiin other 
“petttions, to direct (be coropUinent* toctrr^ tbeir evmpUratt before (be 
“ King In ciasequence of the attention pan) to tbeir petition*, tnd of 
“ their conaidering Colonel Sleentn’* direettoni on ibeir pctKiou* to be a* 

“ a lort of recommendttion bjr bim, the lohibicaot* began to tend in a 
*' countlee* number of petition* , manj e**e*, wb th hid been diipwd of 
" twtatf or tbirtf ftan ago, w«r« in*lifure<i in a nrw fornit while tbomt 
"whoee eaie* were pending before ilie King, pnamted peUtiuni on the 
“ *atne muter before ibe ReaidenL And when tbe InbaUitnli found that 
“ tbeir petition* were trinimitiri) hj the neaiJeat to the Ring for edjadi* 

" cation, the/ commenced preaentiog petiiioni one after another, after 
“ (be lipae of crer^ wren dape, in (be hope (b*t the tranamirrlon of recti 
“ and all of them would, bj oauting a harried inijuir/, obtain for then 
“ tbeir wiibes " 

t It waa on tin* tour that wime perron ma le a complaint agalnit the 
man alreadjr mentioned in ibe rare of 11 ai*Fc bll/, ns, Gunga Ilux, of 
Kfstwgange and Dottaier, oa which cow/daint Cvl SJeemen. after hi* 
return from the dutnet, rent out two gun*, two rompanlc* of tbe lOtb 
N tbe Oude I oral Infantry, and aome of the King'* corpa, to lur- 
round tbe fort Vain were llii blajeat/'a rei^uetti that the I'endvnt would 
abitmn from thi* acliro inlerfetence and ute of troop* Vain were tfia 
ciTtr* of tbe bolder* of ihe fort loeorae m, if a proper guarantee of a GIr 
inquiry waa giren An attack wa« commeneeii witbnut any | reeoncrrted 
plan The rnen of tbe f irt went Hred on by a young oCIcer of tbe lOib 
N I., who forced open tbe outer gate, an I introduced one of ibe gun*, and 
tbe occiipivn of tbe fort, dririn to the Uat exirtraiiy, atlukol and kdted 
Lieutenant RJJerton, and ki'ird and wonuJe*! *nme twenty-fiur or iwenly- 
fite aepoy* an 1 fie 1 during tho night Co tbt jangle*. They were in da* 
eourie puriUtil . and on* roonung, early, Caplam Orr, eommanJiiig the 
O L. Tohee Cerpp, came upon eoiao peraon* in a iroa-’i lope or woc«f 
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again, was directly in tlie teetli of tlie explanation given 
of tlie treaty of 1801, by Lord Wellesley, dated 24tk 
February, 1802, and was thus an infraction of that treaty, 
kloreover, the Colonel accomplished this feat at the cost of 
the Oude Government, and its royal family were charged 
three lakhs of j-upees for the expenses of this very tour, which 
undermined their authority', diminished their revenue, and 
was the principal source of the charges afterwards brought 
against them. 

In short, to sum up this portion of the case, in upwards 
of a hundred and fifty instances. Colonel Sleeman directly 
and unwarrantably interfered with the action of the Oude 
Government, and at the same time clandestinely, as well 
as openly, collected every fact, and every rumour, false or 
true, which could tell'in English opinion to its disparage- 
ment. To such a length ^did he carry out his instructions, 
that he encouraged tlie disaffected subjects of the King, 
wherever such could be found, to enter their names upon 
a list, complaining of the rule of the Oude Government, 
and expressing a desire for the assumption of the country 
by the East India Company. In the summer of 1854, 
his health, however, failed, and he had to transact the busi- 
ness of the Residency for a time by deputy, until he was 
obliged to retire, and leave his work to be finished by 
General Outram ; but, before he succumbed, it was already 

attacked them, and killed twenty-two persons, amongst whom were two 
women. These were unfortunate willagers belonging to that district who 
had sought refuge on the arrival of the militarj- force in the jungles and 
wilds, and who were not personally concerned in the fight at the fort. It 
was sought to be shown in vindication, that some of the party were servants 
of Gnnga Bux ; but this was not really the case. The district in which this 
tragedy was performed was much injured, and almost the whole of its 
revenue lost. Butwhatwastheaccusation? It was stated to the Resident 
that Gunga Bux was a dacoit, and had killed a man ; the fact being, that a 
border affray had taken place seventeen years previously, in which one of 
the opposite party had been killed. 

I 2 
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substantially accomplished. He had worked as enjoined, 
“ vAth reference to the great dtanges " about to take place, 
and he had found or made such materials as Lord Hal- 
housie wanted. He had anstcered Lord Dalhousie’s letter 
by creating confusion throughout the kingdom of Oude, 
and by emphatically recordiDg the confusion he had made ; 
and he had charged the Oude Government handsomelyfor 
the performance. At this stage we lose sight of himself 
personally, but he remains, in rirtue of his mission and 
its consequences, the source of the sequel and residue of 
this history. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

or GENERAL OCTRAM AS FINISHING THE WORK OF COLONEL SLEEMAN. 


General Ootram was sent to finisli tlie work of 
Colonel Sleeman, by appointment from the Supreme 
Council, on the 24th of November, 1854; and in his 
capacit}"^ of officiating Resident at Lucknow was en- 
joined to inquire into and report to them upon the state of 
the country. His report was required “ with a view to 
“ determine whether its affairs still continue in the state 
“ in which Colonel Sleeman from time to time described 
“ them to be in short, his function Avas sufficiently indi- 
cated by suggesting to him the question, — could he 
endorse and countersign the report of his predecessor? 
General Outram, as is Avell known, is an energetic officer, 
and he arrived at Lucknow on the 5th of December ; and 
by the 15th of the following March his inquiry was com- 
plete, and his report, which decided the fate of a kingdom, 
was produced. A quarter’s notice in England commonly 
serves to eject a tenant ; but General Outram, at a quarter’s 
notice, contrived to eject a dynasty. 

His report was, of course, an able performance, which 
will be found in its place in the Oude Blue Book, and on 
which, in common uith' the rest of the contents of that 
ingenious volume, we shall haA^e A^arious comments to make 
by and by. It was also elaborately detailed, concluding on 
the state of Oude under the seA'eu several heads of — 1. 
The Sovereign; 2. Revenue and Einance; 3. Judicial 
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Courts and Police, 4 Arrnj 5 Roads and Public 
Works, 6 StatislicsofCnme, 7 Oppression, Cruelty, Ac 
These divisions and their contents are apparently the 
arrons which ha\e filled Lord Dalhotisie s quiver, but their 
points aie somewhat blunted by an admission at the outset, 
which the gentle reader should on no account overlook 
‘ Tn the absmee of any personal eipmenee in tht country 
says General Outrara, lam oi com^e, entirely dependmt 
“for ray information on what I find m the Residency 
“ Records, and can ascertain through the channels winch 
“ supplied my predccestor In other words, tho result, 
elaborate as it seems, has the inconsistency of the device 
practised upon tho blind patriarch— “ Tho voice is the 
* voice of Jacob but the hands are tho hands of Esau ’ 
the language is tho langu'igo of Outran), but the sense is 
tho sense of Sleeman 

• Wo put tins report aside for the present, m order to 
complete tho narrntiio ^Vhllo Gcncnl Outram was 
Resident at Luckmow tho tumult occurred which was 
called the Ilunooman disturbance Thu disturbance was 
highly coloured, as an available drop-scene to precede tho 
final act of Anncaation but properly and fairly rcgan1c<l 
It is of no consequence in this history It appears that in 
this particular year, by an unlucky coincidence n day of 
Hindoo festivity coincided with a day of 5Inhorac<lan 
mourning, and there were more or less disturbances in 
consequence all over India, wherever a Hinloo or Moho- 
medan population intermingled “ 1 ou shall not gneve, 
said the Hindoos, “while wo rejoice, “You shall not 
‘ rcjoico, said the Maliomcdans “while wo grieve,'* 
and from tins contrariety they proceeded to not an 1 fight 
At Delhi, at Allhabad, at Agra, at Ajmerc, and at 
vanotis other places, there was confusion m consequence, 
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M-liilo in Oiulc a certain fanatic, Ameer Ally, mafic the cir- 
cumstance an occasion for an onslaught on the Hindoos. 
The Royal Family of Oude arc themselves i\Iahomcdans ; 
but so far from countenancing this violence, if anything 
could show the judgment as well as the desire of the King 
to meet the views of the Company, it was his circmnspect 
conduct on this particular occ.asion. He was unwilling to 
justify the charge of “ systematic oppression, anarchy, and 
“ misrule,” wliich the Compain' urged against him, and so 
hesitated to use force to put down this outbreak until he 
had received a written authorisation to this ellect from 
General Outram. As soon, however, .as he had obtained 
this, setting .aside all presumed feelings of sympathy with 
liis co-religionists, he gave stringent instructions for the 
suppression of the disturbance (persuasion and milder 
methods having been tried in vain), and thus speedily 
brought the disturbance to a close. An outbreak, of 
which the cause w.as temponary, and of which the recur- 
rence was improbable, thus ended without further conflict 
or consequence. Yet Lord Dalhousie, in 18.56, alleges 
this as a reason why there woidd be risk in M’ithdrawing 
the British troops from Lucknow (Oude Blue Book, p. 
300). TJie risk was imaginary, but an excuse was 
wanted, and an excuse is found in an exceptional trans- 
action, an excuse so inadequate that it is only available so 
long as the British public is kept in ignorance of the cir- 
cumstances. 

It was never in contemplation to Muthdraw the British 
troops, for these troops were indispensable to the measures 
really contemplated. But to resume the nairative : — 
Major Outram made a report out of old and suspicious 
materials ; he prefaced it fvitli an acknowledgment of his 
own inexperience ; and though such a report, in the words 
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of the Rojal Petition, “ ought not to influence the nghts 
“ of an individual, much less the destinies of a realm, U 
was quite siifiicient for the ol^ects of Lord Dalhousie. On 
the 18th of June following he himself prepared a state 
paper, entitled a “ Minute,” hosed exclusivel/ upon this 
report of General Outr;im (that is to say, on the deposits 
of the Sleeman formation), and in which he proceedeil to 
place before the Court of Directors a brief review of the 
condition of Oudo and to “suggest the measures which il 
“ appears incumhcnt to take regarding it ” In this paper 
he repudiated the treaty of 1837 (a proceeding whicli for 
convenience sake we will discuss separately), and, looking 
only to the treaty of 1801, be proposed tJiat tlie Resident 
should ho instructed to declare it it an enrl, and should 
call upon the King of Oude to siib«cnl )0 a new treaty 
mnulling all former treaties between the British Govern- 
ment and the State of Oud^ aQ<l vesting the whole civil 
and military administration of hu dominions m tho hands 
of the East India Companv This proposal was discusswl 
freel) by the members of tho Supremo Council, "ho indi- 
vidually made their “minutes thereupon ncconimg as 
they preferred the “iimnter ortho "/ertitcr,” tlicir pre- 
ference being generally for the latter “ tn modo ’ and “ in 
“ re Ixird Dalhou<io did not propose to drjioso tho 
King, but to retain him in a sort of /aoiAint soiertigritr, 
in a similar position to the Rajah of Tungorc (Oudo BIiio 
Book, 188, 183) But he proposed to put his turpiut 
reienitit at tho disposal of tho Compinj, though lie ad- 
mitted that to this ofijectious might lio anticipate*! (id p 
189) Mr Donnwos'for incorporating Oudo wiili our 
Indian tcmtoncs, and for divesting the King of Ins mj-ti 
jKisition and dignity (id 193) » w also, was Mr Grant, 

“ with or without the King’s consent,* and freati or no 
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trc.Tly {id- !219). witli provisions for reduoinir his .illowanco 
to liis successors, ivliom ^Injor-Gciieml Low, with similar 
views as to “ position and dignity," was inclined to treat 
more liberally as to income and possessions {id. Q23, C2-1). 
Mr. Peacock alone appears to have desired not only to 
leave the King in jiossession of his nominal sovereignty 
white taking upon ns the administration of his kingdom, but 
to spend his surplus revenues in Oude, instead of convert- 
ing them to the use of theComjinny (id. 232). ^Ir. Peacock, 
however, is an eminent lawyer, with a lawyer’s sense of the 
inconvenience of presenting to a jury of the British jieojilo 
a proposal for jdundering the t.ax-payers of Oude as a con- 
sequence of our professed interest in their welfare; and very 
delicately but distinctly he puts this point on the very page 
of the Oude Blue Book to which we are now referring 
(S32). It is remarkable, however, that neither he nor any 
of his colleagues set Lord Dalhousie right where he com- 
mitted himself most dcejdy, for none of them took into 
consideration the treaty of 1837, or wliethcr the same 
was or was not in existence. Hamlet w.as played, 
in short, with the part of Ilamlet loft out ; or, in other 
words, the Council concluded and broke up without 
observing the most important article in their “ agenda." 

Independently of these minutes. Lord Dalhousie wrote 
a letter on July 3rd, 1855, the first in the Oude Blue 
Book, and which our readers should turn to, for it is in 
various respects a very remarkaide document. lie thcio 
stated the ca«e of Oude as urgent, declared ho was 
“ ready to undertake the duty,’’ &e., referred lo Ids eight 
years’ experience, and the opjiortnnity afforded by an 
administration about to clo.se, nor omitted to uieritinn the 
obloquy doul)tle.ss to be incurred, with the “ very heavy 
“additional labour and re-sponsibilify" of rendering “or.e 
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“ more service to those great interests which had been 
“ so long intrusted to his charge." In short, among tho 
other points for comment he gave what might almost bo 
regarded as a plain hint for a future consideration of the 
minor interests of Xord Dalhousie. His letter, honeier, 
with the accompanying minutes, was duly submitted 
to the Court of Directors ; and the latter, in a despatch 
dated 21st November, 1855, assented to tho proposals 
of Lord Dalhousie, though loosely garnished, as wo 
have described above, leaWog it to his Lord«hip to 
cany out his intentions according to hts oivn dis- 
cretion. Every encouragement was given to his Lordship 
to proceed, and plenary powers were conferred upon him 
for that purpose m the concluding paragraph of the 
Directors’ despatch (Oude Blue Book, p. 236). “ Do the 
“job,” says the paragraph, which may bo soon below;* 

“ there can be no doubt }ou are tho man for it ; and wo 
“ will not fetter your discretion in any way ; keep us dear 


• “It IS on «Tery »c«)uottol>c d»»ire<l tJiil the ptwt wMsnro wkieh 
“ ire kere lu (borued (boulJ he ctrried into elTect uotier tie eatpieci ef tie 
“ nobleman «bo bas lo long, and with aucb eminent ability and luecess, ad* 
“ mioutcred tbc aflain of Ihe Drilisb Empire in India | who fau betlowed 
“ BBch altentire and earnest eonsidcratioo on tbu particular aubject ; and 
*■ wboie acU maj carrj a weight of antboril; which mi^hl, perhaps, not In 
“ the tame decree attach to the firat proceeding* nf a new adminittracion 
“ Entertaining full reliance on the abdit/ and judgment of tbe btanjuia of 
“Dalhousie, wub the fU,*seft«>naof Ibeotber membenof ^our Goeernaicnl 
“ before him, ire abilatn/rom/rtifniiy *u EerdiAip'e ilucrctue by any/hriArr 
“instryetiona, and fuel assur^ that, wbicberer mode of attalnin- aU itdis* 
“ jxiaiiblerenlt maj be resoUed oo, Ihe change will be earned foto effect In 
“ tbe manner belt calculated to OTCrt eolluiona of an/ kind, and with ever/ 
“proper and bomane eonsideration to«U persons whose feeling hare a/ait 
“ claim to be consulted. 

“Weere.itc., 

“E.b{acsa«Hrts 

“W. n. but* 

-4c he. Jee- 
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“ of imputations, but procure us at all events, and under 
“ any circumstances, ‘ tbe indispensable result.’ ” 

Thereupon, towards the close of 1855 orders were issued 
by the Governor-General in Council to assemble such a 
military force at “ Cawnpore as, added to the troops can- 
“ toned at that station and to those already in Onde, might 
“ be sufficient to meet every emergency.” In consequence, 
about thirteen thousand troops, in addition to those ordi- 
narily retained there, marched into the countr)^ to overau e 
and subdue the very population which, on account of their 
reiireseutations to Colonel Sleeman, we came to liberate 
from a tyranny under which they groaned. hlajqr- 
General Outram was instructed, “as soon as he was 
“ satisfied with the completeness of the military . ar- 
“rangements and the proximity of the troops, to pro- 
“ceed to enter into formal communication with the 
“ Court of Lucknow for the purposes mentioned in the 
“ despatch of the Honourable Court.” General Outram, 
therefore, went distinctly commissioned to obtain “the 
“ indispensable result,” and deported himself accordingly, 
as the sequel Avill determine. 

In the meantime the Oude Government had become 
aware, so far back as November, 1855, by private intima- 
tions conveyed to them, that a something was in agitation, 
they could not learn what. Efforts were made by them to 
ascertain what these mysterious communications meant, 
but they had no Vakeel at the Governor-General’s Durbar, 
the establishment of such a person having been forbidden 
by the Governor-General’s pulilishgd ' orders, . iwhile the 
communications from the Residency gave no explanation. 
Early in January, 1856, General Outram rdsited Calcutta, 
and the Oude Government, in his absence, inquired from 
Captain Hayes, the Assistant Resident in chai-ge, the cause 



140 


DACOIIEB IR EXCELSIS; 


of the assembly of so large a force at Cawnpore Tie 
Minister, it is said,* was most solemnly assured that tlie 
force was to keep m check the Nepaul GoTernment, who 
were supposed to be meditating a descent towards the 
district of Nanpara The asseveration v as so solemnly 
given, that, m commemoration of no evil being intended 
against Oude, and to allay the popular ferment, some 
elephant and wld beast fights were given, at the sug- 
gestion of Captain Hayes, and at which Captain Ilaycs 
presided These very wild beast fights were afterwards cited 
as a proof of the frivolity of tho Oude authorities, who, 
on tho eve of the annexation of their country, could thus 
recklessly employ them«elres In such wi'*© the Oudo 
Government and the King were blinded, until the return 
of General Outrara from Calcutta who at one© dispensed 
svith all farther disguise, and informed the parties inter- 
ested of *' the indispoisaUe result On the anniversary 
of what has been termed a Royal Martyrdom, that is to 
say, on the 30th of January, 185C, General Outram 
requested the aftendance of tho Prime Minister of Oudo 
at tho Residency, where lie infermed him that tho British 
Government intended to take possession of tho kingdom, 
and, in order to preicnt tlic chance of disturbance, had 
ordered a strong brigade of troops to cross tho Ganges and 
march upon the capital Tfac Pnmo Alinistcr, being much 
distressed and surprised by this mtclhgonco, Major-General 
Outram proceeded to assure him tint the King might rely 
on the farour of the British Goremment, to which tho 
Minister replied, that, if Hw Majesty s country were taken 
from him, there would belittle occasion for such stipula- 
tion Tho Minister then attempted to contrast the rttgn 


f IIow to St4ie »nJ Iwv l« Brfkl ■ Tmi;,** p 3S 
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of the King ■with that of some of his prcilcccssors, and to 
point out the manifest reforms which had been made by His 
Majesty ; but to this the Resident replied in enbet, that it 
was useless to discuss that, or an}' other question, in face of 
“ the indispensable result.” The Prime Jlinistcr, ha\’ing 
acquainted His hlajesty the King uith the particulars of 
this interview, the King was much astonished and dis- 
tressed, and, under date of the 1st February, His hlajcsty 
wrote to the Resident, pointing out that since he had 
ascended tlie throne he had never wilfully done anything 
to offend the British Government ; that after his commu- 
nication with I.x)rd Hardingc, the whole countr}' liad been 
placed under new arrangements as regarded the collection 
of revenue and the stations of police, and pointing to his 
treaties with the British Government as decidedly opposed 
to the proposed occupation of his territory. To this com- 
muuication tlie Resident replied on the same day, declining 
to discuss any of the arguments or notice any of the asser- 
tions in His Majesty’s behalf, solemnly acquainting His 
Majesty, in terms the most unequivocal and e.vplicit, that 
the resolution of the Government of India had been irre- 
vocably taken, and stating that he was precluded by his 
instructions from granting the King any longer delay than 
days, which was the only term he could concede for 
deliberation, and which term he was not authorised to 
extend ; after which he would call formally upon His 
Majesty for his assent and signature. On receipt of this 
communication the liing determined to disarm his troops, 
to dismantle his guns, and to give no excuse to the East 
India Government for their unjustifiable act.’-' He also 

• This resolution of His Majesty was the more laudable, since it was well 
known to him that all the Hindoo and Mahomedan troops in his serrice had 
bound themselves by the most solemn oaths to die sword in hand in defence 
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Tfrote a proclamation of Ins intentions to Ins subjects, and 
to show his peaceful and fncndlj' desire, had supplies sent 
out for the troops marching on Oude The Resident and 
his assistant visited the King on the third daj, and found 
the sentries on duty with only sticks in their hands On 
the 4th of February, at eight in the morning (the early 
Outram catches the worm), the Major-General, acconipa 
med hy two military officers, proceeded to the palace of 
the King, Afhere he officially announced to llis Majesty 
that the treaty of 1801 no longer existed, and submitted 
therefore, to the King a treaty of seven articJeJ, 
•wherein he vias called on to declare that his “in- 
“ fraction of the essential engagements of previous 
'* treaties lad been contioucd and rotonous, and to 
stipulate und agree (by article 1) that the sole and 
exclusive administration of the civil and military goiero- 
inent of the territories of Oude should be henceforth vcstoil 
for ever m the Honourable East India Company, togethiT 
vvjth the free nnd exclusive right to " the revenues 
“ thereof ’ The King, giving vent to his feelings in a 
passionate hurst of grief, declarcil his unalterable determi- 
nation to sign no such treaty, hot to seek at tiro Ihrone 
and Parliament of England that justice which ho know he 
could not hope to find m India, and tlio Resident to this 
only replied, that unle^ viitbin three days IIis Majesty 
acceded to the wishes of the Bntish Government, he should 
forthwith assume the Govemment of the country 

of their SoTerc pi and t1 e r country, ond lh«t the Hr 1 tb 6ep<w>. *ha for the 
moat pirt come front Iht Oude frotitler, *on1 1 IaJ hot I] tin roRSUiicrd 
hire refiued to fire • ibol opoa ibc r fetl m brut) frt end oil er rtW 
tire*. The ItiJ-ih* »iid 7<nifnJar* nbo eenl If « IfeJntj refceleJ oMOreoree 
tl at if I e would bat euthorl e Cben m to do, Ue/ would, with « do (ed ermy 
of 100 000 men nndwl b 1000 piece* of nnCliry mUl lb* Oxnpnnj • 
attempt »t ■nnei*tion. Tl ere cfffiw lb* K»? ferewplor Jy dnl neJ, litetrby 
cittiinjmocb diWMClrlbetiuB «n<l iacitrriaf soeauUileprc of editia 
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Accordingly, on the 7th of February, 1856, I\'Iajor- 
Gcneral Outram issued a proclamation, previously prepared 
at Calcutta, wherein it was declared that “ the British 
“ Government assumed to itself the exclusive and perma- 
“ nent administration of the territories of Oude," and that 
“ the government of the territories of Oude is hereafter 
“ vested exclusively and for ever in the Uonourable East 
“ India Company.” Having thus assumed the government 
of Oude, he proceeded to constitute its civil administration, 
in accordance with instructions previously addressed to him 
for his guidance by the Supreme Council at Calcutta, 
appointing numerous commissioners and other ofiicers, at 
large, and in some c.ases excessive salaries, paj-nble from 
the revenues of the kingdom of Oude, to administer the 
affairs of the country in various departments. As may 
fairly be presumed, to his disappointment, if not to his 
surprise, the oflicials of the Oude Government all refused 
to enter the service of the East India Government. The 
disbanded Oude army declined to enter the regiments 
which were being raised. Everj- inducement by confront- 
ing them \dth armed regiments to prove their helpless 
position, by tempting them with payment of arrears, and 
with the ofler of receiHfag young and old alike into the 
ranks, failed for a long period. They declared they had 
no arrears to claim from His Majesty ; and one gallant 
Subhadar of one of the regiments stepped in front of his 
comrades, and stated he had served His M.ajesty and his 
forefathers for forty years, and would enter no other 
ser^dee. That active officer. Brigadier Gray, who was 
present on this occasion, is challenged, if he can, to deny 
the truth of these assertions. In virtue of the Proclama- 
tion, these gallant men, by their conduct on this occasion, 
might be accounted rebels ; but in spite of the ■ ‘ ’ t’ 
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encountered, they thus manifested their devotion to the 
regime of their slandered rulers and princes 

His Majesty the King of Oude liaving determined to 
repair to England, to lay his case before the Throne and 
Parliament, applied to the Resident for his sanction , but 
that functionary, not respecting the misfortunes even of a 
ICing, treated His Majesty s application in an impenous 
manner, and endeaVoured to deter and prevent him from 
accomphahing his wishes In order still moro pomtcdly 
to mark his discourtesy, the Resident, on frivolous pre- 
texts, held to bail His Majesty s Pnmo Minister, Syed 
Allie Nuquo Khan, a nobleman of royal descent from tbo 
family of Delhi, and of distinguished rank, who, from the 
commencement to the end of his political career, hu uni> 
fonnly proved himself a smeere and steadfast adherent of the 
DntishGovemmeat,andwbo has received tbo commendation 
of the British authorities At the same time other high 
and distinguished oHicials were held to hail, and placed 
under surveilhncc at Lucknow by tho British authorities 
rhe records, public acts, olHcial documents, and other 
papers, of importance to His Majesty to enable him to 
establish his claim for the restoration of bis kingdom vero 
seized by tho Rcsideut and his oflicials Tbo Prime 
Minister, as we staled, was obliged to giro security, and to 
tbe effect that be would not depart from Lucknow Tbe 
same plan was followed with tho Minuter of Iinance, 
Rajah Balkuhcn, and also with tho Keeper of tho Govern 
lucnt Records, Baboo Poonin Chum , and Ihe King was 
thus deprived of the «ervices of theso ofiiccrs, and of thoif 
testimony, so indispensable to tho mainten'inco of his 
rights in this country An attempt was even tnsfla ta 
prevent tho King s own departuH*, by the arrest of twenty- 
two of his personal attcudants, and by the sciiurt of hu 
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carriage horses : hut he came nwaywtli otliers, and his 
foniily have now preceded him to lilngland, to seek redress 
for this spoliation at the hands of the English Parliament. 

That no claim might he wanting in this behalf, since the 
confiscation of the Oude territory, the royal palaces, parks, 
gardens, menageries, plate, jewellery, household furniture, 
stores, wardrobes, carriages, rarities, and articles of vain, 
together with the royal museum and library, containing 
200,000 volumes of rare books and manuscripts of im- 
mense value, have been sequestered. Tlie King's most 
valuable stud of Arabian, Persian, and English homes, his 
fighting, hunting, riding, and bagg.agc elephants, his 
camels, dogs, and cattle have all been sold by public 
auction, at nominal prices, llis [Majesty’s armoury, in- 
cluding the most rare and beautiful worked arms of every 
description, has also been seized, and its contents disposed 
of by sale and otherwise. The Queen [Mother, to whom 
General Outram descended to offer a Iribe,*' to induce her 
to persuade the King to sign the treaty, has also reason to 
declare that the Ladies of the Royal [Household have been 
treated in a harsh and unfeeling manner; that, despite 
their protest, aud a most humble petition Avhich they sent 
to the Political Commissioner, they were, on the 23rd of 
August, 1856, forcibly ejected from tlie Royal Palace of 
Chuttar hlunzul by officers who neither respected their 
persons nor their property, and who threw their effects into 
the street ; and that a sum of money which had been 
specially left by the King to be appropriated for their 
maintenance was prevented b}^ the British authorities from 


• “ His Lordship in Council will have gathered from the tr.mslation of 
“ the conference which I held with the Queen Mother, that I promised that 
“ lady an annual stipend of one lakh of rupees, provided that the King would 
“ accept the treaty .” — Oude Blue Book, p. 291 ; and sec pp. 285-G. 
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being so applied Such is the last item in the general 
spoil, and such the position m which these Princes and 
Eojal Ladie«, heirs to a centurj of British amilf and 
protection, are condemned to appear as suppliants before the 
British people Such is the ‘ tndifpen$ahle result of the 
“firm friendship and sincere union’* into which their 
ancestors were cozened or compelled, and such is 
the completion of the robberj" of their race, — that con- 
summation which we term Dacoitoe in Excclsis, and, 
which uo charge upon the East India Company and the 
Marquis of Dalhousic 
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CHAPTER IX. 


Tun cii/VnGi;s ik tiic oui>r, iiixi; itooic, a.vi> ski’ahati; and 

SL'rriCIKXT ANbWKISS. 


The IMnrquis of Dalhousie's pica is contained in tlie 
Oude Blue Book, and avc have referred to it already hero 
and there; but it is now intended to consider it more 
closely and directly. Apart from the history we have 
just given of these later transactions, the Blue Book is an 
indictment against the King of Oude’s Government, and 
is composed of all the imputations, past or present, vague 
or minute, real or rumoured, or even absolutely false, 
which tlie Company could collect by ransacking its archives 
or by stimulating the zeal of its officials to seek for else- 
where. Its statements are the ausu’crs to incessant 
inquiries prompted by a GoA’ernment most powerful in 
respect of patronage, most rigorous in enforcing its 
policy, and in requiring devotion from its instruments, and 
wliose wishes among the subject races it controls, and 
whose inventive powers exceed their veracity, are as influ- 
ential and cogent as the fiat of Omnipotence, \yith such 
authority and such machinery as they are possessed of, it 
would be surprising, indeed, if the Company could not 
make out a y>rund/a«e case against any occupants of the ' 
Indian peninsula from Bombay to Calcutta, or from Oude 
to Cape Comorin. 

Let us consider, also, independently of official subor- 
dination, and of the eagerness to accomplish the wishes of 
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SO exigent a master, how mde are the interests mTariahly 
enlisted by my proposed annexation of a new territory 
The popularity of such a measure, and the reasons which 
would he forthcoming to support and urge it on may ho 
l>est understood by a reference to the field of patronage 
which it opens Tlie amplitude of thia field, with its 
exuberant pastures, is partly indicated in the Oudo Blue 
Book itself, where on pp 257 8 Lord Dalhousic is direct- 
ing the arrangements of General Outram 

‘ 2 The Most NoWethoGoTcmor-Gcneral in Council 
“ having been pleased to appoint you to be Chief Com- 
“ missioncr for the affairs of Oude, and agent to thDGo^er- 
“ Dor-Genenl, I am directed to communicate to you tho 
“ functions, power«, and responsibilities, which ho propc»«ts 
“ to vest in j our high and honourable ofiice, and to add 
“ some general rennrks on the principles and pnctjccs 
“ which are to bo followed m conducting tho govemment 
“ of that proTinco 

“ 8 In subordination to you, mil bo a Jadiaal and a 
“ Unancial Commisnonfr, Ci/mmisnontrs of i?in«enr, 
X)ep\Ay-C<nrvnnisionert, j4»jijfant*CeniniW5Km^s, and 
" Jjtlra AisutOTits, and tho ndministratiou, it has been 
" resolved, shall be conducted, ns nearly as possible, in 
“ accordance >nlh tiio system irJijcli tho cxj»nence of 
“ nearly sc'cn jeats has proicil to have liocn eminently 
‘ successful in the proMnccs beyond tho Sutlej 

“ 4 As Chief Commissioner, j ou will retain the salary 
“ and allowances uhicli have hitherto appertainctl to the 
“ office of Ite-idcnt at Lucknow A «alary of 3 600 ru/xw 
“ per inen$an will bo assigned to the Judicial and I inm- 
“ cial Commissioners, and Commissioners of Biiiuonf 
“ will rcccue 2 7J0 m/'rt’x/cr mensem each TJim* will 
“ bo three grades of Depiiry-Comniissioncrs, with salaries 
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“ Tan'ingfrom 1,500 to 1,000 rupees, and as man)' grades 
“ of Assistant-Coinniissioncrs, to whom -will he assigned 
“ salaries from 700 to 500 rupees. And, in accordance 
“ with general instructions from the Ilononrablc Court of 
“ Directors, the Extra Assistants will also bo divided into 
“ three classes, to which diflerent salaries will be attached 
“ in proportions to be determined hereafter, ns soon as the 
“ number of those oflicers to be employed shall have boon 
“ fin.all)’ settled. In the first instance, the eighteen Extra 
“ Assistants, whom it is intended to cmjdoy, will be divided 
“ into throe classes, as follows : — 

“ 1st class, ailarj- COO nipccs per mensem . . . . 

“ 2n(l class, salary -100 mpecs i>cr mcii'em . . . . C 

“ Srd class, s-alarj' 250 nipees per mensem .... 0 

“ This title of Extra Assistants is that which has been 
“ introduced in other ptwlnces under the direct adniinis- 
“ tratiou of the Government of India, and is considered 
“ preferable to that of Deputy-Collectors (which is the 
“ designation still used in the North-Western Provinces), 
“ inasmuch as they will be vested ■with judicial, fiscal, and 
“ magisterial powers. They -will consist of uncovenanted 
“ serv'ants, of every class and religion, and the Governor- 
“ General in Council will be glad to receive your nomina- 
“ tion of officers for these appointments. 

“ 5. It is impossible, at present, -with the number, and 
“ the limits, of districts unknown and undefined, to 
“ determine the numerical strength of the Commission; 
“ but the Governor-General in Council, adverting to the 
“ kno'nm area, and the supposed revenue, of the province, 
“ as compared with those of the districts ceded to the 
“ British Government in 1801, and now forming part of 
“ the North-Western Provinces, is inclined to think that 
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"four Commissioners of D«isions,f«eZic Deputj Commis- 
“ sioners of Districts eighteen, A«sistant-Comraissionor«, 
“ and eighteen Extra Assistants, tnJl suffice in the Jint 

‘ instance Be-idos these but there is no occasion to 

pursue the quotation further Suflicicnt is shoim or 
sug^g-estcnl hy these fe\r paragnphs, to irarrant tlio conclu- 
sion that if annexation was contemphtcil, the Conipanj, 
m getting up a case for the purpose might rcasomhly 
reJj on the interests, as ireJI as the suhnussirencss of its 
dependents to secure it, at least, from an over rigorous 
obstructiTcness 

fho nondcr is, tliat m this instance, where so much 
ras at stake, and nhoro its wishes were so mmifcst, its 
case was not «troDgor , for, notwithstanding the substance 
of this ease at a cursory glance, its slightness is cinlent 
on the bncfcat examination In tho first place, how 
large a portion of its allegations is stated without 
name, or place, or date, or an) circumstaneo which 
can distinguish them from the most unfounded 
rumours In the “ Record of Crimes committed in 
“ Ondo, and which extends for upwards of sonic thirty 
pages (from p 108 to p 143), tho first entry is “ Jnii I, 

« 1848 — Ttio miirtfcri eommilteJ m the country and the 
last IS ‘ Dec 23,1834 — " Sonieikmet etitcrfd the tonn of 
" ^ughratn, ami uonnded me «f the uvlchtnen' 'Ihc 
reader mav take it on our a ‘vrlion, or, if not, on his onm 
examination, that there arc plenty of such entries l>etwccn 
these extreme limits , and if they were nil Mractoiis the 
question remains, what wool 1 be the effect of comp'innit 
them with our metrojKiIitan |»olico-'li«.t. or with the cri- 
imiial rcconU of any ritropcm or Oncntal district of 
similar area or equal popojatioo ’ 

Tlic scantiness of cnmmatorymatcnali in ihU tok rally 
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thick volume is shovn -by another circumstance. Any 
crime or alleged crime -wliicli is sufiicicntly salient, is 
made to do duty several times over. It is produced in the 
Reports of the Orrs and Sleemans, reproduced in the 
Despatch of General Outram, and finally re-appears in the 
INIiuute of Lord Dalhousie. The case of the banker, 
Ramdut Panday, of vhich we have already given the 
opposite version, is thus exhibited and re-exhibited in 
several places — onpp.29,92,l65,and 173. So of Rugber 
Singh, the equally disputed assertions arc produced and 
reproduced with equal assiduity. Tlic managers of this 
impeachment deal with their allegations as the managers 
of a theatre, of which the resources are scant}', dc;d with 
their little army of supernumeraries. The same individual 
personages are passed over the stage again and again, and 
the result is to swell an imaginary total, and to heighten 
to the general eye the eficct of the performance. 

IMoreover, there arc discrepancies and direct contradic- 
tions in their evidence, to some of which attention will be 
invited presently. The best way, however, to consider the 
effect of this evidence — for to examine each item here 
is impossible — is to take it in the order detailed by General 
Outram, in his report to Lord Dalhousie, and of which the 
first head is 

I. The Sovereign and nis Minister. 

Thus, the Sovereign of Oude, on the testimony of 
former Residents, is represented as a u-retched creature, 
wholly given up to the society of singers and eunuchs, and 
indifferent to the ruin occasioned by his recklessness. 
“Eunuchs and singers" is the cry of Colonel Sleeman, 
repeated at intervals in lettei-s and reports. “Eunuchs 
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“ and singers’ is echoed by Genenl Outram, on Slocman’s 
testimony, and is re-echoed Lord Dalhonsie , and thus 
they prolong their ejaculations in concert We might 
almost infer from their accordant outcry that eunuchs and 
siDgers were a norclty in the Last, whereas iro imagined 
that Oriental courts were indispensably familiar with tho 
presence of both Neither Baber nor Ackbar nore free 
from such company, nor any other Lastern potentate of 
whom we overheard ^Vhero jealousy guards tho harem, 
the soaety of eunuchs is inevitable As for tlio singer®, 
they will ho accounted for presently, since tho mo«t pri- 
vate amusements of an Eastern pnneo must ho justified to 
the English public, to warrant his retention of his king- 
dom Lest, however, it should bo thought lint tho Sove- 
reign in thl^ instance ewlusively confined him*c]f to fuch 
companions, and declined all other soaety or occupation, 
wo shall cite certain proofs, as well as averments, to tlio 
contrar) 

In the first place, wo turn to his own reply to tho 
charges against him, and find on page 35 the names of the 
nobles attending his court, and of whom ho asserts, “ these 
“are men of learning, of noble family, whoso aoccstoishaio 
“ always held high office under mine and tlie DlIIu Govorn- 
“ ment lliosc nobles arc always m ntlcndanco upon mo , 

“ hence no credit can bcplaccil upon the Kesident’s reniarh, 
“that, with the exception of tho Wuzicr, no respectable 
“person visits me” ^ext, «c summon J,onJ Balboasic, 
who, while ho charges the King with neglecting his royal 
duties, nevertheless makes an admission by no means con- 
sistent walh tho accusation in question “After tho pic- 
“ turc,” says he, “ which I have given of the ndnunntnfioa 
“ of affiurs in Oude, it is my duty to slate tJat, since the 
“ days of ^ izicr Alee, none of the sovereigns have, either 
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“ from disposition or liabit, been cruel or tyrannical ; the}’’ 
“have been all genllcmai, humane and generous;” andrvo 
can scarcely imagine that his Lordship would allow that a 
man could be a gentleman and exclusively confine himself 
to the lowest of company. Then we have the more distinct 
admissions of hlaior-Gcneral Low, one of his Lordship's 
fellow-councillors, with the implications which arise from 
his explicit acknowledgments of the courtesy, integrity, 
and zeal of the King and of his predecessors in the ])er- 
formance of their obligations to\vards their British allies. 
His admissions have other and wider bearings, but they may 
Avell be cited as applicable here. From pRge 225 of the 
Oude Blue Book wo extract his remarkable testimony a.*' 
follows : — 

“ So much has been published in newspapers respecting 
real and alleged misrule in Oude, during the last thirty 
years, with no one to write on the oj)j)osite side, or exjjlain 
misstatements, and it is, moreover, so frequent a habit on 
the part of many of my countrymen who have never 
sojourned in native states, to lay the blame of all acts of 
violence that occur in those states on the individual native 
Buler at the head of it, that it has occasionally happened, 
to my positive knowledge, that the Kings of Oude have 
been spoken of in English society as merciless tp-ants over 
their own subjects, and as men who had no feeling of gra- 
titude for the protection, or the forbearance, of the British 
Government. 

“Now, that sort of language is positively unti'iic, as 
regards every one of the last rms kings ; they have sadly 
mismanaged their own affairs, I admit ; and I also admit 
fully that it has become quite necessary to deprive them of 
all political power ; but their general conduct towards us, 
both as useful public allies of our Government, and as 
individual Princes conducting lusincss in a regular, attentive, 
com'teous, and friendly manner with our public functionaries, 
has been unusually meritorious and praiseworth}' ; and we 
have gained so many solid advantages from that conduct 
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on the part of those Kings, that, in my opinion, tlie present 
King (if he shall sign the treaty we propose to him), and 
his heirs and successors after him, arc veil entitled to most 
liberal treatment m a pecuniary point of tjcv, after rro 
shall ba\e deprived them of the power, and Oigmty, and 
freedom, and irealtb, uhieh heretofore haio belonged to 
their position as Sovereigns of Oude 

“ It IS not only that the Kings of Omio have never boon 
hostde to us in their proceedings, and nc\er intrigued 
against us m any viy, they have abstained from every 
hind of comraunicntion vith other native Potentates, cveept 
openly, and through the medium of the British Resident 
and, during our wsrs against our enemies, they have con- 
stantly proved to be really aetue and jno«f wfiil allies to 
us, they have, again and again, forwarded large supplies 
of gram and cattle, &.c, to our armies, with an nlacnty 
that could not bo cxce^ed by our own British Chiefs of 
Provinces, and during our war against the Ncpalcso and 
Burmese, the King of Oude lent us very largo sums of 
money— no lc«s than MrtvtTorerof rupees— when noircro 
extremely in want of it and couM not procure it clsewliero ; 
and, even so late as 1842, the grandfitbor of the present 
King supplied iis with fourteen lakhs of nipccs, and his son 
(the father of the prc«cnt King) supplied us with tlnrly- 
Ivro lakhs of rupees, which were of very great u'O indeed 
to Lord Eilenhorough s Government, m enabling bun to 
push on and equip General Pollock’s army, to rctncio our 
disasters in Atfghaiustao "Willi rcfcrcnco to this li«t- 
mcntioncd fact I begtoallach to this note a paper, markciJB, 
contaimngeomc extracts from the Lupknov records, which 
will show the tone of mmd. and tho spirit, m which that nid 
was given to the British Government by the Ruler of Oiidc 
“ llavmg alluded above to supplies of cattle ns King 
one of the modes in vJmh the Jliilcrs of Oude have been 
useful to us, I may .is veil here mention the fict that, 
during tho Nepal var, the then King of Oudo lent to os. 
free of all co«t, nearly 300 clepliants Tlic ftul thus 
obtained for convoying our nrtiflcrv and ammunition an 1 
tents Ac , in our mountain warfare, was of nnmenso vafiio 
to us. and of a kind vhicli it vas totally out of our iwwtr 
to obtain in any oUicr niaBneJ*, or from any other quarter 
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“ I can also state it to be a fact that, in all tliose 
measures depending upon a native Prince wliicli relate 
exclusively to tbe interest of the paramount State, such as 
searching for and giving up criminals -who have escaped 
into Oude from our provinces, supplying our troops when 
marching through Oude, protecting our Daks, &c. &c. &c., 
the Government of Oude has always been, and is up to this 
day, unusually attentive and efficient. I can fm-ther truly 
remark that the Kings of Oude have co-operated most 
actively and efficiently with us in capturing thugs and 
dacoits ; and, in regard to the settlement of petty frontier 
disputes about lands, which occasionally happen from the 
changes in the beds of rivers and nullahs, and from other 
causes, the Oude Durbar acted, during my incumbency at 
Lucknow' (and I conclude it is the same to this day), with 
a degree of alacrity, and a leaning to our wishes, such as 
I -never saw before, or since, in any other native state, in 
any other part of India. In short, the grand errors of the 
Oude Kings have been their sad mismanagement of their 
own interior affairs, and their culpable neglect of our advice 
in regard to those interior concerns. In regard to their 
external relations with us, their conduct has been remark- 
ably irreproachable. 

' “ Since the above w'as written, I have read again an 
extract which I made, for my owm satisfaction, some W'eeks 
ago from the hlinute of the most noble the Governor- 
General, dated the 18th of June last, and I think I cannot 
do better than to close this note by copying that extract 
entire. I need scarcely add that I most fully concur in 
the opinions therein recorded by' his Lordship, viz., ‘ The 
Rulers of Oude, however unfaithful they may have been 
to the trust confided to them, however grievous their mis- 
government of the people committed to their charge, have 
yet ever been faithful and true in their adherence to the 
British power : no wavering friendship has ever been laid 
to their charge. They have all along acknowledged our 
power, have submitted without a murmur to our supremaev, 
and have aided us, as they' best could, in the hour of our. 
utmost need.’ 
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To return, ho^\e%er, more stnctl} to the personal life 
of the King it appears, however, that there is this to bo 
*=aid, that in common with his ancestors ho pos«c«scs culti- 
vated tastes, if not of the most practical, at least of a kind 
to bo visited rather with praise than reprehension Ac- 
cording to M M Musseehood-decn he “received a liberal 
" Eastern education, is well versed in ancient and modem 
“ history and literature, and, besides being the author of 
“several Persian and Oordoo poems of considerable merit, 
“has wntten many useful and popular works ulnch are to 
“ he found in most of the pubbe libraries of Europe In a 

lecture of hi Garcm de Tossy, niomber of the Frcncli 
Institute, and Professor of Ilmdostam at the Ecolo Impo- 
, nale and which lecture was delivered at the opening of 
his course m December last, this di»tiDgui«hcd scholar 
thus «pokc of the^e literary productions of His Mtyesty — 
“Jenaipas hnpprccicr ici cette resolution touto poh- 
“ tique, non plus que les qualities ou Ics dffauts do Wfyid 
“All, comme Sourerain , mais jo m inldrcs«o i lui eomm4 
htUraieur distingv^ (t ommepocte hvdamfanx 
and the professor goes on to mention his Morks and tlio^ 
of his ancestors of whom bo has spoken on previous occa 
sions Wo need hardly inform our readers that such 
poetical productions are recited in the East by persons em- 
ployed for thepurp(BC,liko tho bards and minstrels of our 
oivn middle ages, and if this will not csplain tbe presence 
“of eitniichs, it may perhaps account for Uio association 
“with BIVGERS * 

•Tbit if th« iMerl OM wiped a-fte Tnjif *«« erw li« 

E«t InU » Coinpiny ii not nt t berty t ufBe tbe® *?» nil fc!m l» rmwl 
by 1 reiy renjirlibte ititemenlof Ui« IlonoiiriU* IreJenck Jolin hhore, 
wbo tbowa to »hit • pm»o»c lb« Kin^ b»» been ml bj tba Com. 
piny I i-enu in (bii very bcbitf Hr '^honttUitmtathuhUowt ^ 

“ la ajujw poiou, irbotfne»BM»*e«>l eel tbe jn<Bib*Kift>arCtT t Serelee, 
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The fact is, that this unfortunate gentleman has been 
the tilycct of constant espionage ; his private amusements 
have boon watched and reported, and he has lived as it 
•were in a cage of clear glass open to the constant inspec- 
tion of inquisitive Hosidents. Tlic opportunity of satisfying 
the curiosity of these gentlemen, wliether ijiterestcd or 
otherwise, has existed from an early date. Bishop Ilebor 
found that “everything which occurs in the famil}’^ of the 
“ King himself, the Besident, the chief oflicers of state, or 
“ any stinngcr of rank who may arrive, is carefully noted 
“and sent round in writing. And I was told (says he) 
“ that the exact hour at which I rose, the sort of breakfast 
“ I ate, the visits I jiaid or received, and the manner in 
“ which I passed my morning, would all bo retailed by the 
“ King’s Chobdars for the information of their master, 
*‘u’hose oiun most indifferent actions are^ hoivcvcr, with equal 
‘‘fairness, written doicn for Jlfr. Hickctts' wspection" If 
the Sovereigns of Europe, or if humbler individuals, wore 
subjected to this scrutiny of Rickettses and their Chobdars, 


“ -wlio, after liaving been tlismisfcd for mnlpracticco, tvitli n positive order 
“against Ins future cinplo^’mcnt, was sent to Lucknow, with a rccom- 
“niendation from the Governor-General to the King, which the latter con- 
“sidered in the light of a command, to give him on oflieial post? 'Who 
“ does not remember the same influence exerted to procure om])loyment, or, 
“in plain Engliih, a pension, for an Knglish singer and his wife, from the 
“ unfortunate King of Lucknow ? I hate vajsclf seen the iujlncnec of the 
“ Jlesident at Lnchnow exerted to induce the King to buy a French toy at a 
'^rnost exorbitant price. Xhc Jtcfident hinisclf exhibited the toy, and rccorn- 
"mended the purchase; and when we consider the complete thraldom in 
“ which the Government of Oude was then held by the Kesident, if this bo 
“ not direct influence, I know not what is. The same authority has been 
“ exerted to induce the King to entertain English coachmen, gardeners, 
“ musicians, and all sorts of people whom he had no wish to employ: It is 
"probable that the contcniencc which has in this way resulted to men in au- 
" thority — not even excluding the head of the Government — has been one cause 
“ that Oude has so Ion;' been suffered to remain an independent hingdom." ' 

“ Notes on Indian Affairs, by the Ilonourablc Frederick John Shore, of the Ilonour- 
able East India Company's Civil Service, Vol. ii, pp. 83-84. 
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it IS not impossible, it is more than probable, that their 
vacant hours might aflbrd a variety of details as fniolous 
as those which the compilers of the Oude BIuo Cook have 
not been aslnmod to present to the British Parliament 
It would be fortunate, perhaps, if they were as harmless 
as most of these are — Mardi 1 7 niis morning the 
“ICing received the obeisance of Ins eunuchs and 
*' courtiers, and amuaed himself with some pigeons * • 

“ March 22 Kulloo, the Kings head sivccper, and 200 
“of his followers embraced Islamism, with the consent 
“of Hls Majestj, and M«ited the shrine of Abbas with 
“great pomp’ *• *• * “March SO Last evening 

“ the King (not aware, wo presume, of tlio warrant ho 
had in the European billet) “passed his tirao in witness- 
“log the performance of dancing girls, and this morning 
“ roccived the obeisance of his courtiers ns usual’ (m fact 
held a lovee after an opera night) * • » 1 1 

“ EiOst evening tlio King amuscil himself with letting olT 
“some fire works’ (we presume without tho excuse of 
Crimean campaigning) “This morning ho made a 
“present of «hawls and kerchiefs to MosahibAleo, fiddler, 
“and an African female * * “Mu) 23 SiXjKr- 

“sons have been omjilojwl to catch cals for the King, 
‘'and to on, adds the writer, “in nay ]>oye of the Diary,' 
from which we infer that (he cats of Lucknow, like tho 
cats of London, di*turbed the rest of tho iiihabilants, and 
that the King, for tlic tranquillity of his cajital, was do. 
tormuicd to suppress tho nuisance At tho same time, 
what frivolous trumpery is this to store up for the j ubbe, 
and to produce in a Blue Book, to increase thereby, wo may 
aptly add, the little annual printing lulls of the llouto of 
Commons If the King did ketp pigeons and dancing 
girls, and kill iho tabbies of Lucknow, arhat right have wo 
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OTen to reproacli him on this account 1 A fortiori, irhat 
excuse is it for seizing on his kingdom 1 

The King, beyond a 'doubt, might have employed hiS 
time, better; but by whose fault was it that he was 
prevented from so doing 1 We have already suggested an 
answer to this question, in mentioning the proposals sanc- 
tioned by Mr. Thomason, and the King’s efforts to re- 
organise his army. We do not tliink His hlajesty makes 
the most of these circumstances ; but we think it adHsable 
that he should tell his own story. We quote from His 
Majesty’s Reply to the charges, p. 24 ; — 


“In the paragraph 15 of his report, dated loth March, 
1855, Major-General Outram writes, ‘In fact, I do not 
think that His Majesty will ever be brought to feel the 
responsibility of sovereignty strongly enough to be induced 
to bear that portion of the burden of it§ duties which must 
necessarily devolve upon him.’ He says also in another 
part of this same paragraph ; ‘ During former reigns, 
the Kings always held a Durbar once a week, and often 
more frequently. At this, all his relations and native 
gentlemen in the city, had an opportunity of paying their 
respects to their Sovereign, and spenliug to him. I’liJs 
custom’was continued for the first tinvo or four months 
of the present reign, when it was discontinued.’ There 
are two ways of transacting business; one, the lioldiiio' of 
public Durbars frequently, and the other the giYin«''^u;) 
of the whole of one’s attention to all public allhtrs. °The 
first is indeed most inconvenient to one who ivishcs to 
ascertain the internal woikingof the affairs of the Kino-dom; 
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system of admmistrahon, m order that business should bo 
properly transacted It is evident I did not assume tho 
charge of a new kingdom which required new modelling, 
but which had an established qstem which only required 
to be put in force I therefore applied myself from tho 
very commencement to test tho manner in which justice 
was administered I had boxes for the reception of com- 
plaints and petitions placed m the public streets, and on 
referring to those petitions, I found that our long esta- 
blished Courts of Justico were unimpeachable, and that 
justice was admimstered to the rich and the poor m con- 
formity to the precepts of hfchomcdan law, no case 
m which injustice could bo established, having been 
brought to light It abo appovred that the judges irere 
men of ability, acquainted ivitn tho Mahomedan Ian, and 
of upright Varactor Hcncc I unhcsititingly allirmcsl 
thin^ as they were Sulsejtmtl^ I tnimded io Jmr re- 
orgams<d the army, and m fact ro instatoil scveml ofnears 
who had sened my predecessors, and vho had been 
removed, and I also purposed to havo inspected tho 
entire forces m person, and made some arrangements 
regarding them, but the JimJetU Cohnd liichtnond, and 
Colonel Sleertian, eom}d<nne<l and tpoXe to me alovt tt 
Considering that even if 1 reorganised a small body of 
troops, the English Government would be displcosc'd, and 
suspicion might arise, and relying upon tho friendship of 
the Honourable Eist India Compniy, on uhonf reste«J 
the entire responsibility for prcsoning tho kingdom from 
domestic and foreign toes, 1 at once abandontd this 
project, and dciottd my attention to public aflairs It 
had all along been my intention, and Lorii ITardinge hid 
also adriscil mo, to resort to mnimi or trust muiagcnicnt, 
and m a short time nine-tcnllis of tho counity had liccn 
brought under tru-t immgoment, and as yet not guen in 
yara or under contract lliannalis «crc at tho same timo 
to haic been establi-hoil in dificrcnt localities, a list of 
which IS appcndol to this chapter Hic r«ta{o« the 
jiimwfl whereof had been accurately nsccrtain«!, ircre Jet 
out under leases of fiio ami siicn ycar«, anJ n ginrral 
ordtr svas issued, that those who choo«o tmv come for- 
ward and take lands tinder tlie lluziir Tahii! system 



OR, TIIR SPOI.IATIOX OF OUDR. iCl 

Again, as it was nnnonred that certain Collectors were in 
the habit of forcibly seizing the estates of iioor land- 
owners, and recording them in their own names, it was 
ordered that no sale or ])iirchase of villages should take 
place without notice to the Government and the receipt 
of the Government Sanad, which would bo granted after 
issue of proclamation, and disposal of any objections of the 
proprietor: for instance, copies of proclamations issued 
agreeably to the above tenor were transmitted to the 
Resident for the information of British subjects. Save 
and except the above matters, were there new points in 
which I could have striven more ? In short, no public 
matter was ever carried out without my sanction and 
consideration. It has never happened that I have been 
unable to aftbrd satisfactory answers to the infonnation 
solicited from mo by the diflerent Residents, in respect of 
the habits of my Collectors or other public matters — which 
it was morally impossible to have aflbrded, without having 
studied those matters. I was not the only one rvho held 
smaller number of levees or Durbars ; for formerly the 
Residents, up to the time of Mr. Maddock, used to hold 
Durbars once a week, wherein all claimants and British 
subjects used to present themselves, and state their griev- 
ances. It is now about twenty 3'ears since that practice 
has ceased. I never declined holding an interview with 
an}’- one, but invariably admitted those who desired it." 


His Majesty overlooks the proposals for assimilating the 
system of governments in certain of his provinces to that of 
the Company, and the rebuff ho met with -u’hen those pro- 
posals were made. In short, ho has a fuller justification 
than he uses. And at all events he has this admitted de- 
fence — that with all his failings he was true to his British 
Allies ; that his disabilities, whether attributable to' his 
fault or theirs, never afiected or endangered their interests 
in the slightest ; that he preserved for them at his orvn cost 
a peaceable frontier ; and that he scrupulously fulfilled all 
his obligations tow’ai’ds them, and something more than 
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a fair measure c\cn of thesc"^ up to tho date vlien wo re- 
paid liim by seizing bis kingdom and made bim an outcast 
from tbo tbrone ofbis ancestors. 

The nert bead of General Oulram’s, or rather wo should 
sa), remembering tho facts, of Colonel Slceraan’s impeach- 
ment, comprises tbo 


II. HcrrMfE ji.vn F/smace 

Of Oudo, wbich is alleged to be gciierall) mismanaged, 
and to ba\o lap«ed into nun and confusion It is impos- 
sible, on this bead, cither to state tho charges in detail or 
the replies ^\bich have been made to (bom, to the satis- 
faction of our readers. Sacli considerations wijuirc too 
special a knowledge of Indian afiairs, and inioho too great 

* Oa thiJ subject we »>ll ajmii quote M H. Ma^eeliool iKcn — 
"tlTieiercr endeeroure mtf iuro b«ea meJ’, tc<>nx hs^t <n^ {n(i.''V<{eJ 
"motivei, to prejudice Ilii AJiiJeeij in tbe «;«> of his lubj ch and of ihe 
“world, h's detraeto*! norcr. except in the eato of C»lonit Sleemin, 
“ventiircd to impugn Li» atnit Rleliiji t» an all/. IWnn„> the iniur* 
“rcclion of the I’utijxnb m ISW-O, "hen the Cwnparj’’! pnlitieal hori»jn 
“looked tnost (lireatcmn^— when Mo draj resisted, for one year, all tie 
“ cfT^rti of tho Cnjluli— when the di.ajtroua d«f.tt of Clmlcan Wiilili 
“ bid abiken Ui faiib of aloioat cterj ally— when reWU and it lie pm- 
“(iner«, cmelinjl iLvir cse^pe, iword in haod Joined the raihi flf the 
“diinflli-tel — wb n rumour* were rift tb»l the |i>werful aid (o be alTurJ l 
“by l\r»i« ffiiJ Cahool irnuU crush an ) ennibilete IheJ n-lwh— Jm pre/rnt 
“ Mijc'ty, during that truly cnliral and eicnifut prrio-I, i|n<>l firin a« a 
‘ rock in In* fricndibip lor, anloKun-e with, the Pritlih Gotrmcicnl, an I 
“ wa* ren ly to a i it them, at a nlnule'i notier, with hii Irra'uman I )i t 
' ironpj During the recent lu^tdili''* with ISurl«'^S, iln MiJ "ty apfb'-'l 
“ to the Gorerner-Gcneral in Counsil to I'o allowed lo »in 1 eijS r an 
“auxilury army lo lakojurtm the campaign, or to rcnlcr a y oiler 
“ aiiistanie which might be Qfa..mie to the Caupiny Id the Ut" l.u» a 
“ war abo, sim larodVri were ri.pi.ate*Uy male by Itii Jlijniy 1“ the I.er’1 
“Gorcrnmcnl wbilc, tbit he mlahl proru bun«e!f ai anal inlopmno'e 
“the art* ofpejes e/ to »op/wrf Irunat (hecaure nfh‘i *Hy, 

“cimcd to be forwirkdlo ibc GreilEah bitnn of ISJl, iLe nre.t *fw 
"mcni of Indian art an I Ingcnuitr, mI for which IIi« 3l»j«fy r«v ire J 
“the think* of tho rtlwti ciiTeycd li I’m llroajb the Oortronr- 

“ General of InJi* " 
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a coinploxity of accounts to permit of their being dealt with 
ill a popular statement. It is possible only in the most 
curaory manner to refer to these charges in their general 
bearing, and to the contradictory evidence ivhich is con- 
ceived to support them. 

In the first place, their sum and substance is entirely 
disputed, and there is a direct contradiction on the issue of 
fact. Have the revenues of Oude declined sensiblj’^ in recent 
years 1 Colonel Outram, referring to the receipts of 1853 
and 1854, acknowledges that he has no official data to 
guide him, that he relies upon Colonel Sleeman, and that 
with this support, he can only come to the conclusion that 
he is “ pretty accurate ” in estimating their decline as very 
considerable.’" On the other hand, the King’s Reply asserts, 
in its preface, that the revenue is the same as it was fiftj'- 
five years ago. M. M. hlusseehood-deen maintains that 
it can be proved by the revenue statistics in His hlajesty’s 
archives, that, from the period when His h'lajesty ascended 
the throne, up to the date of the annexation, the amount 
of revenue realised was never less than one cfore of ruiiees, 
or i!l, 000,000 sterling, per annum. The contrary state- 
ments of the Residents are accounted for in this wise. 
From motives of convenience, the King’s troops have been 
frequently paid (in recent years) by orders issued by His 
hlajesty upon the Collectors and Governors, under whom 
the troops happened respectively to be placed; and these 
officials, therefore, instead of remitting to the treasury the 
gross moneys collected, would send only the balance which 
remained after payment^ of the said orders, which orders 


®“ Thotigli I h.-ive no oflicial data to guide me, and llie more frustworfliy 
“sources from n Inch Colonel Slecmnn formerly derived his information, 
“have so long been closed, I believe the following details of tbe present 
“ state of the finances of Oude to be pretty accurate.” — Octram. 

K 2 
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the/ forn'arded at tlie same timo as xoiichers. The Hesi- 
dents, it IS saidjliivo omitted to carry the amount so paid 
to the troops to the credit of the rerenue ; by Mhich means, 
on the one hand, they have been able to calculate its sup- 
posed decrease, while, on the other, they haTQ been able to 
suggest the imputation that the array of Ouilo uas raain- 
tamed by the plunder of the Zemindars .and landholders. 

On the other hand, if a decreaso of revenue occurred 
m certain district®, or in special instance®, it is thus 
accounted for — Colonel Slecmin’s intcrfcrenco was the 
real cause of the mischief. In the fir-t place, ho di-possc®5Cd, 
or was the means of disposse3«iBg, ualhoiit sulTicicnt invcsti- 
gallon, ” many of the old* •• C3tablishc<l Aumils or collectors, 
and he replaced them by persons particularly inexperienced 
Ho thus displaced Haja Incha Singh, AumiJ of Goundi 
Behraitch, by means of a letter, daledSSth Rninziim, 1259, 
Hegira (October 21, 1813), Ohmud Allio ToL«ceMar, of 
Hussoolabad, and Sliiadcen Singb, collector, by means of 
a letter, dated 29th Rubbccoolawal, ]2G2, Ifcgira (Jfarcli 
25, 3845), KhanAllic Khan, Anmil or collector, of Salono, 
12G9, Hegira (1852-3); tlic Icbsecldar, or rovcmio col- 
lector of Sikunderpore, district of Russoolabad, by means 
of a letter, dated 2Sth Rumran, I2G9, Jfegira (July 1, 


• Tbit tbejo jlismijsaljirmrMJcby ©nlyof ibcllei Jenl,’iiiibontiln" 
inTcstijilion or uiquiry, w proTeJ by tbe kllcr 

Lrrrt* from 1! M tbe ki-ca of Orrii to Ibe Re»JBr’«T, lUlel tl e <ib 
Rsbbee ooj (sneo, 1270 (Ifegirs) — 

‘ I bite TOccireJ yoor Irlter legetbcr with tie cory of tie petit on tf 
‘ SliT Durjbun Siojli, T»loo<j«#!ir,coBipbimes of the opi re« n» *nl 
“ exsctiOM of Jvhan AlUe Kbiii, Collector of Sil'ne wl o, In i.-contiore 
•' with your wisbM, 1 iJ Veen lumm A, *1111 SjI eb 2 e’e ipjH nte<l In In 
“ itcad Tbe litter bu rcccitcJ 0« ttnetert jnjonc loni to prrf rm 1 1* 

•• ilutiei lonestly oTiJ iii)p&rtiilly,ut toiecure »n r<iu tills hr t iix I oa 
“Will tb reforc lx ^ooJ eroogb to apprue tleComplncinl flynlon of ili 
* abore eircnta«(»nee, an 1 d reel bin to prexeeJ lb iler to • ljuit I « «-• 
“coubU, »ml to pay la hu rjTMtjerrjolariy iafaluit" 
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1852) ; and' in consequence of tliese proceedings on tlie 
part of Colonel Sleeman, tlie land-tax M’as by no means so 
productive as it bad been under tbe Aumils or collectors 
be thus superseded. In the second place, Colonel Sleeman, 
by a similar abuse of bis position, caused several of tbe 
gi-eat Talookdars or opulent landholders to be ejected,’’^ 
and thereby caused a further deficiency in tbe revenue. 
And lastly. Colonel Sleeman caused considerable mischief 
by bis forcible and abrupt substitution of tbe Amanee (or 
trust system of management) for that of tbe Ijara (contract 
or farming system) ■\vbicb previously prevailed. Experi- 
ments of this sort bad been made from time to time, at .the 
instigation of successive Residents, but it is admitted in the 
report quoted in Lord Dalbousie’s Minute (Oude Blue 
Boolv,p. 171), that tbe consequences bad been, invariably, 
failure and disappointment : — 

“ ‘ Several e.xperiments have been made of converting 
tbe contract into tbe Amanee system over extensive districts 
of Oude, but tbe result has been always tbe same — a falling- 
off in tbe revenue, and disappointment to tbe Government 
and tbe people. These experiments have been made at 
tbe earnest representation of tbe British Government and 


This wUI sufficiently appear from tlic following letter. 

TKAKsiiATioN of a Letteb from H. M. the Kikg of 0 ODE to the Kesidest, 
dated the ICth September, 1850 : — • 

“ I have to remind you, that in 125G, Fuzlee (1849-50), Doorgraj, 
“ Talooquadar of Toolseepoorc, became a defaulter to the Government for 
“ nearly 1,000 rupees ; that his son, Saheb-jee, liquidated the debt, and the 
“ Talooqua or district was then intrusted to him ; and that after the lapse 
“ of a few months, Saheb-jee was, in accordance with your instructions, 
“removed from the charge of the district, which was again placed under 
“Doorgraj. Now, having been thus put again in possession of the Illaqua 
“ (district), he is again behindhand in his remittances, notwithstanding the 
“ capabilities of the country, and his having already realised the revenue in 
“ full. As the lease of one year has expired, and he is a defaxdter to the 
“ amount of 41,12G rupees 11 annas, I beg leave to ask your advice as to 
“what steps must be taken by my officers to recover the balance due from 
“ him, as I shall abide strictly by your instructions.” 
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Represcntatne Un'lei Ghazeo-ooiUDoon, while Colonel 
Baillie was Resident, the contract sj «tcm w as coii^ erled into 
Amanee all o\er Oade, but, jn two jears, the nttempt was 
given xip 111 despair, and the whole country was ag-im let 
oat to contractors Under Nu scer-ood-Ueen Il^dtr while 
Ilakein Mclindec was Minister, and Mr M iddock and 
Colonel Low Residents, a siniilar attempt was made, on an 
extensive scale, but with the same result In le s than 
two jears, all that was Amanee was given to contract 
Under Moiumnjud AJbeSbaJi, tbcev/vrimc/jt iiw /gam 
madoonancxtcnsivc'calc while Colonil Low and Colonel 
Catdfcild w'crc Residents TJioMini«tcr, Shtirf-ooil Ilowhli, 
to gratify them, made districts uchling an annual n vciitio 
of thirty five lakhs of rui»ccs Amanee, and did all in his 
power to nnl c the system work wtH In two jear> he 
was sii}>or«odod, but his successor, Ainecn-ood-Dowhh chd 
all he could to «ustaift the system IJo r is sion rtnmi cd, 
and, under his successor, the system ‘con bonnic noimnal, 
and then gave piaet. opcnlv to the old oik of contract ‘ » 

‘ After 80 mail) failures, nothing hut the strongo t 
conviction resulting from lulf a century s c\i>criciKu of 
the injuriou's ciTcct of the prcvakiit contract system, coni I 
Iiavaj induced the Government of India again to advise a 
yccurrcnco to tho Araanco exjicnment ’ 

Nevertheless, the expenment ng’im di«ap]iouitotl its 
fluthors, though apparcnlly they contradict each othir ns 
to its clTccls ^Gencrd Outram and Colonel Sleaiiians testi- 
monies arc here at variance, though ncitliir can say that 
the experiment w as sncccwfuj Major Iruup, ogam, m a 
letter of December 27, 1851, snvsthat ihcdistrictofwhich 
Diirshim Singliwas a collector, returned a revenue of some 
five to nine laklis [xr annum under the Itnanec <i«kiu 
than jt did previously Captain IJiuihury. on the itlu-r 
hand, in a letter of January 1 , 1855 is ‘ crtjibly inf rim''!' 
that It (the rcvtmio) has in uo ttKiij i! n r-J’ol sirKv the 
tunc of Dursliufi SiHgh, above referreJ to Tlius ilu e 
doctor' di agree, while ihc patiiut sudlro ftce<-rditip,Iy, cii 1 
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as tbe perplexed Sovereign complains, in his Reply, p. 26, 
“ it appears, that in order to cast censure upon me, Major 
“ General Outram’s assistants are pronded Tvith tvo kinds 
“ of answers ; should I approve of the Amanee, they praise 
“ the Ijara settlement, and, should I speak well of the Ijara, 
“ they praise the Amanee management.” Thus, the King 
was bewildered ; thus his, revenues were tampered with, 
and, if theyw’ere dilapidated, the fault was not his owti; the 
loss was his cleaiij', but the fault or the mistake, if such 
there was really, -was that of the Residents. 

It is substantially maintained, however, in p. 35 
• of the King’s Reply, that notwithstanding this inter- 
ference with the financial sj'stem of Oude, the buoyant 
resources of the country were by no means affected to the 
degree which these “ pretty accurate" financiers pretended. 
Thus it is asserted that the balance sheet of Oude did not 
exhibit the arrears of debt represented by General 
Outram. As to comparison with the British portion of 
Oude, the increased revenue derived from the latter, is ob- 
tained from two sources most worthy of observation. The 
Company have resumed the allowances to Zemindars and 
Camingos and the rent-free tenures or Jaghires, which 
w'ere considered inalienable ; and they have also brought 
into cultivation waste lands which did not exist in the 
King's portion of Oude. In effect, the King is very well 
pleased and in no sense whatever disparaged or discom- 
forted, by comparing with the Company under such very 
ditferent circumstances. 

“ Before concluding this portion of the subject, we must quote from M, 
JI. hlusseehood-deen some reflections on Gener.nl Outr.nm’s pretensions as a 
financial critic. 

“ How incompetent Colonel Outram \T.ns to frame the report in question, 

“ and therefore how little credit is due to it, will bo evident from the gross 
“ error into which he has fallen when treating of the present head, that of 
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The next head is that of 


in. — JcDiciAL Courts a>j> Poxicb; 

And on this subject. General Oatram is neither Jengthf 
nor conclusive. After a few broad assertions, ho refers to 
Colonel Sleeman for the conoboratire proof that tho judi* 

“ ‘ReTeniie and Finance ' *Tbe terriloml rerenues ot Oude,' according 
“ to him, 'are decircd iron four iourccs 1 The Kbabi, or Croirn Fetates 
"2 Ilnzoor Teh)ee],«hereta the landholdenj'aj direct to GorcrnmcDt 3 
"DistricU compniiDg the estates of Talooquadars and Zemindars, the 
“retenuea of srhich are held m Ijara, or under contraet 4 Districts 
" simdarly composed, held under Amance or tniit management ’ Here, it 
" wj13 be seen, tho Colooei aeparatoo the Khatia f>«m the Iluzecr Tehttel, 
"Ijara, and Amanee, not bciog aware that the three last arc all Khalsa 
" the neanmg of the word 'Khalsa* being, as is known to eren tho most 
“ illiterate Indian, behteging to Me Crovn, and that the tern eonscijuentl/ 

" comprehends all the diTitioas alladcd to The words Ilusoor Tchieel iig- 
“nifr that a special elEeerisappoiated bf (be Crown to reali<e tba( portion 
" of the revenue which u not under the control of an; local oQlccr Colonel 
"Outram'a miitahe origmaied in bis being ignorant that throughout tho 
"whole of India, as well as in Oude, when a mao ii the proprietor of one or 
"two vdlages, he is called a Zemindar, when of an/ number from ten to 
"twent/, h* u denominated nTalooqoaiLir. and that (Less lands are all 
" Khalsa, their revenues being paid to Government 

'• Colonel Outram was led into this glaring error h/ too Implicill/ fy’Iow* 
"inghis favourite nulhoritj, Captain Orr, who, In his litter date 1 Jinuar/ 
"5, 1855, states, ‘not many years ago, there were hunJrel*, nay, fl oiiiaiids 
" of villages not belonging to Taloo<ioadarv, but directly uad r the Crown, 
“called thelvhalia villages' Now, U is tkar from wlal has bcui said, 

" (hat whether they belonged toTalofMIsidars e>rj>ot,lhry wrrvaliJl KJial/a, 

" their revenues being paid into the Ooveraaent treasury, the only oaerp* 
“tions being such which were granted as jageerr, oral freehold and 
"chantable giUa. 

“ Colonel Oatram las been lol into another miitaVe by a too Imj I eit 
“reliance upon (he sta(eQieo(f of Capttm Orr, wh(>,(R bliIet{rrof(!i«5<hef 
** January, 1855, represents that nnoiher caui^ofd fiWiien in the revenao 
“ IS to be found m the cireumstancr, that 'not many years ago, there were 
“hundreds nay thousands of villagca not belonging to Tiloo^as Isrs, but 
“dircclly under the Crown, called the Kfatlia villages. I or several }raf». 
“the Chuckledars, in Coasileratic® of large Lubes, have teen in tbebaUteif 
“ Risking these villages over toTolooquadM, wiihoul suZuently Ineres'ing 
“ iLe Jumnja of former Fnttahs ’ 

“Kowliis a eonitant and well known practice In India an 1 pail cu ally 
"in thcCompany'i j rovicees.thnt when nAcmindar fa..s in uain g the due 
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cial establishment of Oude is inadequate, and that its pro- 
ceedings are corrupt, inetRcient, and shameless. A few 
cases are cited of the Raindut Panday desci'iptiou (Ram- 
dut Panday himself being first on the list), on the incidents 
of which the Oude authorities are prepared to maintain the 
propriety of their judgments or conclusions. Fom* or five 
of such cases in all are mentioned ; and the value of some 
of these has been indicated already, as a foundation for the 
very sweeping inference (by the way of Colonel Sleeman’s), 


“return of the revenue, the .'imount is re.nlised by the sale of the villages, and 
“ thus It not unfrequently occurs that, in some cases, from ten to a hundred 
“ arc made over to one opulent and responsible person called a Talooquadar, 
“ thus saving all the delay, trouble, and expense resulting from the cmploy- 
" mont of numerous collectors. 

“Colonel Outram,cntirelyignorant of this custom, and misled by Captain 
“Orr, considers it as a matter of complaint, ‘ that in one district alone the 
“ State has boon deprived of its pi-oprictary rights, or direct control over 
“some G25 out of G50 villages j’ but from what has been said above, it is 
“clear that the only effect of this mc.asurcwns the very ndv.ant.ngeous one of 
“ reducing the number ofshuhnahs or pedcahs (collectors) from 500 to 25, 
“ whereby, as before observed, the revenuewas collected with greater facility 
“ and at less cost. Very frequently the Talooquadars would of their own 
“ accord, punctually remit the revenue when due ; but when this w.as not so, 
“ nothing more was necessary than to send a duly authorised person to 
“receive the amount. Should the Talooquadars resist the authority of the 
“King’s collector, which was sometimes, but not often, the case, troops were 
“ of course sent to enforce obedience. 

“As to the charge of bribery which Captain Orr brings against the 
“ Chuckledars, it must be received with that caution which is always 
“necessary when assertions arc made unsupported by proofs. 

“ Colonel Tlutrain, in his report, eulogises the Iluzoor Tchsccl system : 
“‘The Iluzoor Tehscel system,’ he says, ‘ under which the Zemindars pay 
“ their revenue to the King, without the intervention of local agents, has 
“ .always proved more successful and popular in Oude than any other mode 
“ of management. IVIien a Zoraind.ar has been lucky enough to transfer his 
“ properly from the superintendence of the local authorities to the ‘ Iluzoor 
“ Tchsecl,’ he pays a certain amount of revenue, .and no more, into the 
“ treasury but, ns if anxious to qualify this commendation, ho adds, ‘though 
“ a few bribes may possibly bo given amongst the “ Omlah.” ’ Now, nllowin" 
“ the truth of this charge, the'IIuzoorTchsccl’modeof collection is in >Troat 
“favour with other Hesidents, nor is bribery carried on under it so 
“ unbhishingly as in the cufchcrics of the East India Company’s ofiicors as 
“would be proved were a strict investig.ation made into the matter,’’ 
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that the Comb of Oado “are of no \alue On tho'othcr 
hand there an extcnsue admi sion of more importance 
to British reader'* is it concoras British interests nud 
arhich shons that if the Courts of Oude were not equal to 
the Queens Bench, their polieowis, at all c\cnls, suc- 
cessful m protecting the British frontii.r According to 
General Ontram — ■ 

“ The Oude frontier policenaa origmall} established m 
January 1845, to the extent of 500 ‘'cpo}s and 100 hor c- 
nien, Mhich force a\is su[bsc<}ucntl 3 mgnieutcd bj his prt- 
sent Slijesty (o the total stKiigtli of 760 fopo\s and 160 
liorsemcn at i cost of rupees 77 0G2 per annum Jlio 
object ATith which this force was niscil, was for the seizure 
of refugee British criminals, for whom application shoul I 
bo made by ucigiibouring nngistnles and ofliccrs of tin. 
llinggco dcpirtmciit and for the capture of Oiido cnniimls 
on i-equisitions made br tlio Durbar through tlio Uesiiknl , 
and it has been most cflicicnt and successful m tlio |»cr- 
formanco of tho o dutie , is frcqucnilj rtprucntcd idh 
by Colonel Richmond and Colonvl SIcemon tho httor 
officer thus reported of this hotly on (lie Htli of ^fnrcii 
1849 — 

“‘The frontier poheo isacrj cfiTcicuf, and of griat 
importincc Border enmeswert. 1 bclicio, ncicr more 
rare thin they arc at present m the conterminous (Unit h) 
di'tricts of Jounporc, Aziingurli, niid Goruckjxiro, tlio 
magistrates of which tlistncta CTjrcss (hcni«cl>i.s Iiighlt 
sitisficd with the successful exertions of Optmii Orr, 
Cnitiin Ilolhngs Second A«si'!tant, who conimnnds 
this police on the caslcm bonier Hardly any cnmiml 
who commits a criino in either of thc«o di'Jtrict®, mil 
seeks refuge m Oude, escapes lus vigihnce Cii lam 
Ucarscy, the I ir*t ikssi'tant who comnimds tho fn nticr 
police on tho wc«tem border, adjoining Sbijclnitjiori Ini 
also exerted iimnlf succi* fuHy. hut the <ll{hcaU^ 
ncnccd lu 'ccunng criminals in ihil (pnrtcr » greater ** 


E\«.n Colonel SIceman, ns Gcnml Outrmi gc'-i t i to 
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observe, assigns “some meed of credit” to the lung’s 
Government on this account, and, amid his ceaseless and 
captious objections, bears a further testimony, in 1852, to 
the success of the King’s etlbrts for the security of his own 
territories. “ The roads in Oitde,'’ says he, “ have been 
mnch more secure ihan ihey were ivhcn I tooJc charge of my 
ofice in January, 1849; and in this the Durbar cer- 
“ tainly attended to my nishes, and adopted many of my 
“ suggestions for the benefit of the people ; ” so far, there- 
fore, vas the Colonel from realising the augury conveyed 
to him by'Lord Dalhousic, that there could be “ no ameiid- 
“ ment whatever,” Colonel Sleenian also admitted that 
the Oude Government had been willing to co-operate with 
him in arranging boundary disputes, perhaps the most 
fruitful of all the causes of bloodshed in India. In short, • 
if we may so conclude from its scanty decisions and con- 
flicting purport, the Government do not seek to press this 
portion of their indictment. 

If they did, it is not unreasonable to add they must 
come into court nith cleaner hands than they are able to 
exhibit. ' The disclosures impending on the Petition of 
the Missionaries of Bengal, and which were so recently 
a subject of discussion in the House of Commons, are 
pertinent in this regard, and should not be forgotten. 

“ The administration of justice,” sayshlr. hi. Lewin, “ is 
nowhere alleged to be worse in Oude than it is shown by 
Mr Haliday, the Deputy-Governor of Bengal, in his recent 
minute, to be within our own districts, and it would not be 
possible, in the most barbarous country in the world, to 
discover anything more atrocious as a system than is laid 
open in the recent Report of the Commissioners appointed 
by order of Parliament to inquire into the practied of tor- 
ture in the territories of Madras. Mr. Haliday shows that 
in our own districts of Bengal, the administration of justice 
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w a mere farce ami delusion Ho sajs, — ‘ The villa'»o 
police arc m a perraanent state of starvation, they aro all 
thieves and robbers of necessity, or leagued vnth thieves 
and robbers insomuch thah when any one is robbed in a 
Tillage, It IS most probable that the first one suspected vrill 
be the village watchman , m another place ho remarks,— 
‘ Our criminal judicature does not command the confi- 
dence of the people, — the administration of justice is 
considered little better than a lottery * The Madras Com- 
missioners show that the police and robbers of tho country 
make common cau^, that neither life nor property arc 
secure, that torture is part of tho sy«tom of Government, 
known and acknowledged as a necessary engine in revenue 
and police operations, and as regular and habitual m tho 
pubUc service as any other part of its duties * 

This subject was brought before Uie XToiiso of lords on 
February 19ih bj the Jlarqms of Clanricardc, m a speech, 
from which tho following is an extract — 

" A new code of laws had been promi«o<? for India, 
but as yet no such code had been introduced, and 
meanwhile the admmistration of ju tice remained m 
a state of confusion and uncertainty that was posi- 
tively disgraceful Could it be bcliovcd that in India 
there was a largo body of her Majestya subjevts 
who had no legal protection wliatcvcr for llicir property! 
The rights of property, as respected the native^, were in a 
state of utter confusion, and liad been so ever since wo 
took possession of tho country In these remarks lit ex- 
cepted, of course, the Supremo Courts of tho presidencies, 
which were admmi tered byjicrsons trained to the evcrcisc 
of the law, and by whom justice was di pensed with ns 
much care as in thi> country But their Lonl hips would 
1 c cnablctl to judge of the gro s partiality with winch tho 
Jaw na> put in form in Juilia, when ho stated that if an 
Lnglualimaii murdered or infiictcil serious iiijiiry iij>on a 
natn c, no matter in vvhat jiarl of the country, ihcxclativcs 

• ranfM too Dale bf 3W I«l"irn J*l« Jabcef 

the SuJ Icr Court ef SliJrifc 
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of tlio deceased native, or the native liiinsclf, shoiddho not 
be killed outright, would obtain no redress •without going 
to the Supreme Court of the presidency. Tlio consequence 
was, that if an Englishman murdered a native in the 
Punjab, 1,:‘>00 iuilos from Calcutta, or made a inurdorous 
assault upon a man there, no redress could be obtained 
unless the witnesses were taken the whole distance of 1,500 
miles to Calcutta to bo examined. Put if a native com- 
mitted any crime, he could be brought at once before a 
court of judicature on tlie spot, the magistrate presiding in 
which was, in almost every instance, utterly unfit for the 
discharge of the duties intnwtcd to him. The character 
of these magistrates was such, that the whole of the 
European community were rising up against the idea of 
being placed under the same code as the )uitivcs — not tliat 
they objected to this in itself, or thought the n:itives ought 
to bo treated . Jjardl}', but bcc.ansc the character of tlio 
magistrates wlio were to be intrusted with the execution 
of the new code was such that they could not submit to 
their jurisdiction. 

“ The criminal courts of the East India Comjiany Iiavc 
been the dread and terror of the people, arc used as instru- 
ments of revenge and persecution, convictions in them arc 
regarded as evidence quite .as much of misfortune as guill. 
and the public have no confidence in them. It is in the 
character not of a privilege that the British inhabitants so 
tenaciously cling to the exemption from these jurisdictions, 
in cases in which not mere fines arc involved, but llie life, 
or liberty for long terms, or character and social existence 
of the accused, is concerned. I’hc British inhabitants only 
desire justice and fair trials, and they claim these in the 
Supreme Court because there onl}' can justice and a fair 
ti'ial be had. 

“ In order to satisfy their Lordships of the condition of 
India, and of the unsatisfactory manner in which the pre- 
sent machinery of Government worked, he M'ould refer 
them to a Avitness whose evidence was above suspicion — Mr. 
Haliday, the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, That gentle- 
man thus described the condition of the Bengalese : — 

“ ‘ For a long series of years complaints have been 
handed down, from administration to administration,. 
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regmhng the barlnesa of the |)olico iirxJcr (Iio 

Go\ermnent of Deng-J, and as jet Aery little has been 
done to improve it JlinMigbout tlio length ami brentlth 
of tlio land, the strong prej almost unner«all} upon the 
Avealv, and power is but too commonly a allied only as it can 
be turned into money It is a lamentable but uni]uo«tion- 
able fact, that the rural police, its position, clnrictcr, and 
stability as apublic institution, Laic, in the lower prounces, 
deteriorated during tho last twenty jears Tlio criminal 
jndicatoncs certainlj do not commuid tho confidence of 
the people AVhether right or wrong, the general natiAc 
opinion IS certainly (bat the administration of cnnninl 
justice is little better than a lottery, m Aihicli, hoAvcAcr, tho 
best chances are with the criminal , and this is also Acrj 
imich the opinion of the European Mofussil communiU ‘ 

“ It bad been stated bj members of tho mercantile com- 
iminitA in India, that, in consequence of tho loo«o manner 
m Avluch hwAAos admimstcrml, it took twent} or thirty 
jeirs to roab«o the profit wJuch might bo casiJj made in 
fiAc or SIX jears if law and order aa ere i>roporlj mamtnincd 
A planter m India said — 

‘ ‘In consequence of this aront of law in tho countiy, 
the planters sutler imrocn«o lo«sc< In short, so far from 
the Company having aided the planters by its goAommtnt, 
it has done nothing but increase the facilitj of their nun, 
and they Atoiild liaAO created n hundred times more com-. 

11 crcc m India had they not been hampered by tho o\i«t- 
iDg Msfcin They jjoav run enormous risks, and make in 
twentA to thirty years ns much profit ns they Aiouhl 
nnkt, in file aenrs with j>rrfcct case if thtre AVire 
an) law or order m the country, such ns is found in CAorv 
other CIA ili«cd country rrom w ant of it their lo»s of capita! 
each year js at a rate aaIiicU would not 1« cre<litetl m 
rnghiul I iuA«:clf lnAcIost,duringtho past year, iS.SOO 
in debts A\hich liaAc l>oen nccumiilnling for three Acnn, 
from the impossibility of obtaining redre<s m tho Omi- 
pauA “Courts I neicr dreamt for umomciit of seeking my 
reinivU in the laAv courts, that would fnvo onfy luereawt 
IDA loss * 

• <«ch of i!« A(*r*ji t of Cliiutrir}* m tt« llouw ef l-«nl» f# 

ThursliT, Icbruir/ la 1S3I 
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Debates on tlie same subject have been subsequently 
renetved in both Houses of Parliament, and have attracted 
no little attention to statements for which, as above men- 
tioned, there is the authority of the Lieutenant-Governor 
of Bengal. The Christian missionaries* of every denomi- 
nation, who have referred to these statements in a petition 
which was recently the subject of debate, on the motion of 
Mr. Ivinnaird, proceed to observe that they attach great 
Aveight to these remarkable and important declarations, 
extracted by them from the local Governor’s minute ; 
and then go on to add some more home truths of their 
own. They say that the poor despair of obtaining redress, 
even against the greatest wrong that may be inflicted on 
them ; and that they hai'e reason to believe that a spirit 
of sullen discontent prevails even now among the rural 
population, from an impression that Government is indif- 
ferent to their sufferings. That they feel themselves bound 
to declare that they view with alarm, as well as sorrow, 
the continuance of evils which they have so long deplored, 
and the effects of which are seen in the demoralisation and 
the sufferings of the people ; and that they believe that 
measures of relief can Avith safety be dela3'ed no longer, 
as, from the information they have acquired, they fear that 
the discontent of the rural population is daily increasing, 
and that a Iritter feeling of hatred is being engendered in 
their minds. Finally, the memorialists pray that a com- 
mission may be appointed, consisting of men of inde- 
pendent minds, unbiased by official or local prejudices, to 
institute a searching inquiry into all that uoav affects the 
condition of the population. 

Such are the representations (and they might be easily 
extended) AA'hich arc to be read side by side Avith the 
charges ma’de against the judicial and police establishments 
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of Oude It IS possible tint lioroaftcnro ra*i} di'ocier 
that tlio Santlnl rebellion and tlio recent mntmj of oiir 
Bengal armjmajnotLa^ebecnonttreJf unmfltienml bptLo 
circumstances of oppression and <Ji«contatit therein referrc<I 
to ButsohttJoarStheEiiropcanofficcns of the Companj’s 
CiriJ Semco anare t}iem<^e}xcs of «hit t> goiii^ on 
around them that until ^eiy lately, thc) were entirely 
Ignorant of the hornblo and di«gTaccftiI fact, that torttiro 
was frequently Ind recourse to in the coJIccCion of the 
rerenue As Tie learn more, then, the conclusion may 
become clearer, that, in re«pcct of judicial and police c«fa- 
bli«hmcnts, tho King of Oude has bettor reason to reflect 
on the Company than tbo Company to complain of tho 
lung of Oude Atallcacnis they haac nmdo aerj little 
of their caso against lum under this licad 

Tho next head of General Outram s indictment js 

IV— The Oopb Arnr, 

With rc«pect to winch ho commences hr staling that 
he can find no rchablo data on which to form nn estimate 
of its present strength and cost, and proceeds to nild tlint 
he himself has had no opportunity of inspocfmg nil) 
portion of it (Oude Blue B«wk, p 32, par* Cf, fS) 
KcTortheIe«s on tho testimony of Captain irn)c^, ho 
characterises it as “rapacioMs, iiccntiou®, nnil di«or- 
“ gammed , and to this summary tcj rc»entation, npj>tn Is 
a few, and a rei) feu, particulars from tlio reports of 
Captains Orr ami Bunbina, winch 'imply go to show that 
when quartcrctl m country districts it is not siijcnor to 
the aTcrago of armies, wlitthcr In ban or rnropcon Ifr 
di'ci[)hnc IS vagiicl) impugned, its jay in 'oftto ca « ii 
e aid to bo in nrreara , and it is said to plunder the riot* 
in marching through the country; ef which it m pfyMl lo 
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tliat tlie explanation is mainly that it is frequently paid in 
the manner described under the head of “ Revenue and 
“ Finance,” out of resources in the hands of the district 
collectors. The king, in pp. 40 and 41 of his “Reply,” 
denies in cflcct that it is rapacious in any other sense ; he 
asserts, that it is strictly prohibited from talcing anything 
from the ryots forcibly and Avithout payment, and that it 
stands to reason that, being composed entirely of inha- 
bitants of Oude, they would not forage on |heir o^Yn 
property or that of their relatives and kinsmen. Be the 
facts as they may, a conclusive answer to the charge of 
disorganisation, if disorganisation exists, is furnished by 
the conduct of Colonels Richmond and Slecmau, to which 
we have already liad occasion to advert. When the Kingj 
on ascending the throne, endeavoured to re-organise this 
army, they both of them complained and discouraged his 
project, intimating to him, very intelligibly, that it would be 
distasteful to the Company. Thus this charge of General 
Outram, whether true or false, is disposed of ; while, on 
the other hand, another illustration is aflbrded, that in 
reproaching the Oude Government with the consequences 
of our own requirements and proceedings, we are doing 
that which is grossly unfair, but which is simply consistent 
Avith the whole of this history. 

The next head is 

V. — Roads and Public Wokks, 

Under Avhich the principal charge is this — that “ no roads 
“ have been opened since Colonel Sleeman reported in 
“ ] 849 ; and that to Cairapore still remains the only 
“ metalled and bridged road in Oude.” This road, how- 
ever, was made at the requirement of the East India 
Company, at a cost of <^35,000 to the King; and, if it is 

L 
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tlie onl/ Inrge public work of thispariicJiJar chiv for ulticb 
credit cm bo chimed m lecent time, a^aiiut apjears 
that the onus of the deficiency bos at the door of tho 
East India Company The Companj wore eager enough 
to require a road for tho jiassage of their troops up to 
Lucknoiv , but tvhen the Xing proposed to make a road 
across his donjimons from Eyzabad, and to proTido a {hrect 
transit for a noay circuitous traffic, and by means of which 
the poopl^of Oude would have benefited concurrently with 
the increase of facilities for our Indian commerce, tho 
Company not only dcclmcd all ■assistance, but refused 
to allow this road to be made Yet in General Outrun s 
report it is made a reproach, tJiat the road is dilapidated 
between Eyzabad and Lucknow, whilo the buildings amhni- 
piocraents at Lucknow itself, which aro famll) admitted 
arc condemned as too costIr Some other omi^ions under 
this head aro mentioned by M M kfusscctiood'Klccn aiitl 
on Ins authority wo gne the following statement, eoiqilcNl 
avith 1 comparison disparaging to tho Company — 

‘ 111 his observations upon this head, Colonel Oulram 
has again acted very dismgenuouslj bv having cartfulb 
ai oideil giving any account of tlic public buildmg^, high- 
roads, and other works ivliicli Imc been uudcrtoktn from 
tmio to tunc by tho King and his ancestor^ as irtJl nx of 
the pecuniary lo*scs sustained bs liis Mnjestj, in con«c- 
quence of tbo uuautlioriseil lolcrfcrcnco of tho llcsidcnt 
Ibw omi'Sion shall bo supplied by a fen lostancos In 
everj aillage'a scrai or resting place fortxnvcllm has been 
erected ut the King’s jmvato expense, and an officunt 
boily of police sfatioiieij inthin it for the protection of 
traitllcrs Not only aro such buddings ns are uithin lii 
East India CompanysproiinccssufErcd to fall into a state 
of dilapidation but all tho old *cnu> built b} Uit nncuait 
Mahomedaii Kings arc nearly u» rmni and onl} «cnc na 
a harbour for thieves or a lair for wif I niimiab 
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. “ Tho iinforlunnlc travoller. tlunvforc, if poor, is com- 

pclled to content liimsolf with tlic fricmllv shelter alVordod 
by :i tree ; while the wealthy or.climls. in his tent, ujirotcc- 
tion against the inclemency of the elements, but no defonco 
against the murdernns attacks of banditti. 

“ Even in Calcutta, the seat of "overmnent, not a 
ser.ai is to be found, the only accnmmoclal ion for travellers 
being hotels ; tho conserpiencc of which is, that hundreds 
of j>oor w.nyfarers who either cannot all'onl to j)ay for such 
accommodalimi, or whose religions prejudices forbid them 
to put nj) at an hotel kept by a (.'hristian, are eomjiclled to 
pass the night in the open air withoiit shelter of any kind. 

“ Upwards of 100,000 wells have Iiecn dug within 
(heir dominions by the past and present .Sovereigns of 
Oudo. 

“ In the reign of bis late ^Lajesty, an iron bridge w.as 
thrown acro5.« tho river Gometee, the materials for which 
were sent for from England, at u cost of several millions 
sterling. This bridge, which w.as free from .all toll or tax, 
was erected for the .sole benefit and convenience of Ilis 
Majesty’s subjects and the j)ublic at large. 

“ It having heen determined to make a public road 
from Cawiiporc to Lucknow, a Euroj) 0 .an was appointed 
as director or manager, at tlie recommendation of tho 
Resident. After a very short time, having embezzled more 
than a lakh of rupees, he absconded, nor was tho least 
endc.avour made by the Resident to apprehend and bring 
him to justice. The fact of the embezzlement is entirely 
suppressed in Colonel Slccman’s rei)ort, and ho most 
unfairly turns the whole affair to the disadvantage of His 
iMajesty. 

“ The Iviug, for the purpose of encouraging commerce, 
horiofiting agriculture, and fertilising the country in gene- 
ral, had ordered a canal to be dug, which should unite the 
river Ganges with the Gometee. Nearly fifty miles of tho 
entire length had already been dug at a cost of several 
lakhs of rupees, when the Resident interfered and stopped 
the continuation of the work, by stating that the whole of 
the territory would become the property of the East India 
Company, from the mere fact of the Ganges flowing 
through it. 
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“ Surely it wns the duty of the Besidcnt to Iiavo rcprcf- 
scntcfl tlus circumstance previously to tbo eommcnccnicat 
of the work, and tlius ha>o pre>enlcd such an enormous 
outlay of money to no purpose That the Resident did 
not do so, can only ho accounted for, by tho presumption 
that his objects n ere, by crippling the Kings j>ocuniary 
resoureea, to have him more completely in his pokier, and 
to stop the improvement of the country 

“ IVith respect to the Company’s public uorks inClim 
their own domimons, they consist principally of pubho 
roads and Dak Bungalows , the former for facilitating tho 
march of troops, the latter for accelerating tho Post ileh- 
acry, as well as for the accommotHtion of the \\ealtlty 
traveller As for their native subjects, tho only expense 
they have gone to on their account la for tho erection bf 
pnsoiis, tho numbers of which aro a melancholy proof 
of the lenejiaal elTccts of the Company’s rule and adnu- 
njstratioB 

Tho next head is 

VI — SuTISTICS OF CriME AM) OcTlLVOC, 

On which some remarks have been already mado in tho 
introductory part of this chapter, and to winch wc may 
now add that the <0 statistics on tho face of them, are 
loo oJy compiled and obtaiucil, for tho most part, from 
uutni t«ortliy sources, — that they pur|icirt to contain a 
series of guesses nml art. made, therefore, an ctcuso for 
suspicions, for which the only dear warrant is the bias of 
Colonel Slecmati , (hat they aro founded not only on 
insufficient tc<timoiiy, but that the testimony which is pro- 
iluccil contains such cli'crtpaiicics, that it is impossible to 
conic, to a satisfactory conclusion concerning lU 

As to tlic di cropancies, for example, 111 the bcttcrclasa 
of evidence— with regard to tiic increase of crime, Major 
froiip (p 57) states that m tho district of SuUanporo 
“ crime has incrca<cd ” Captam IJunbury (p 53) states 
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of tlie same district, tliat “ as to crime and atrocity, whicli 
“ used to be so rampant in Oude, sucb bas been greatly 
“ checked -wliile Captain Patrick and Captain Alexander 
Orr, speaking generallj’^, regard the state of crime as neither 
increasing nor decreasing. Mr. Edmonstone, in Futteh- 
pore, on the frontier, cannot decide whether there has been 
an increase or decrease of crime; Mr. Le Bas, in Juanpore, 
thinks dacoitee has decreased, and that “ on the whole 
there has been a very decided improvement within the 
“ last few years;” Mr. Chester, of Goruckpore, shows statis- 
tically that frontier crime is on the decrease : Mr. Spankie 
considers the state of criminal society permanent. Again, 
there,are similar discrepancies ■with regai-d to the character 
of an individual. A person, named Agaie Alee Khan, 
being Nazim- of Sultanpore, had received letters of recom- 
mendation from a former Resident at Lucknow, Colonel 
Sleeman. Colonel Outram (p. 24) states that “hlajor 
“ Troup, Captain Bunbury, and Captain Patrick Orr, all 
“ concur in reflecting on the conduct ” of this man, 
and their statements against him are very strong, and 
accuse him of all sorts of oppression, crime, and harbouring 
criminals. Captain Alexander Orr, on p. 66, goes further, 
for he says that Colonel Sleeman was deceived in Agaie’s 
character, so also were Mr. Tucker and hir. Lowther, both 
English Commissioners, but who gave him letters of 
recommendation. Captain Bunbury also admits the favour 
which Agaie Alee has found with Mr. Tucker. But Mr. 
Le Bas, the English magistrate on the frontier, speaks of 
this very man as the Nazim of Sultanpore, “ who has 
“ ahvays shown power and xvillingness to assist me in every 
“ way. MTierever anything has occurred, the Nazim has 
“ always been ready to do what I have asked, and 
*' has never shown any disposition to screen or encourage 
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‘ ofenders Such *ire some of tlio discrepancies ■oitli 
which the better portion of tins testimony abounds 
The rest appears to have been obtained from rumours 
less reliable eren than lbe“diancs,* or tho neirsimfcrs’ 
reports, which General Ontram him'clf concurs with 
Colonel Slecman (p 35) in representing as utterly untrust- 
worthy as ‘t source of information 

Let these data, however, be accepted as correct, and 
nevertheless, they redound to tho credit of tbo Oadc 
Govemment, on a fair comparison with the territories of 
tho Company General Outram, indeed, pomU to tho 
Punjab, to a district lately pacified and kept in awe by a 
considerable force, and institutes a comparison to the 
result which zs wished for JOat tho obvious answer » 
— Let Oude bo compared witli thescttlcd Icmtoncs of tho 
Company, with tIio«o which arc undents cml rCgimo, and 
arc normally goNcmed, and tho caso of Oude is grcatlj 
advantaged by tlio comparison Tho average of crimes m 
Oude, inth a population of five millions, from I8i8 to 
1854 inclusive, is (p 3G), as respects crimes against the 
jxjrsoD, estimated at less than 1,C00, and, as respects 
sonous crimes against jropcrtj, such as are tormcil 
dacoitccs, at less than 200 On tho other hand it isslatcd 
in tho Kings reply, that in Allahabad which is equal to 
about ono-fifth part of Oude, there were 1,452 crimes 
committed m 1855, whdo m Benares, m tho same year, 
there were 8,004, or more than four times the number in 
a temtor) only ono-sixth of tho extent In Bengal tlio 
most anciently «cttletl temtor^ of the Company, as recent 
parliamentary di«cussion5 maylmo led the public toinrcr, 
tho ratio of crimes is equally to (ho di<crcfht of tho Ct>m~ 
jianj In 1850, there were 96352 pcr«on5 accuse*! of 
whom 55, 2o2 were found guilty and punished , hi 1851, 
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llicro wore in 18/51?, 02,1 ITi, and in 1853, 

02.620, ])rovin<i (hat the avprajro mnnher is tlins upwards 
of 00,000 in a jiojndation only ci^ht tinier that of Ondc. 
If therefore, (bore is tlie .'^lightC't reliance (o be jdaced upon 
llicsc liguros, if (hey are snbs{an(ially or even generally 
correct, they may bo left (o tell their own story, for there 
can bo no doubt whatever :is to their bearings. 

The next and last head of General Outr.am’s impeach- 
ment is 


YII. — Orrnnssiox axd CnuELTir.s. &c., 

And it is fdled with bug.'iboo stories, some (me and some 
false, sustaining, however, the feeble conclusion that, 
“ it is impossible to form a decided opinion as to whether 
“the oppression under which the subjects of Oude now 
“ suffer is greater or less in degree than what they were 
“ subjected to in the early part of the present King’s reign." 
Kearly three pages out of seven devoted to this head are 
occupied with the alleged atrocities of Raghubar Singh, 
Avho figures in Lord Dalhousic’s reiteration of this rei)ort, 
in only less lengthj' and formidable proportions. On his 
case we will quote the King’s statement' (Reply, p. 14) ; 
and having quoted, let the Company answer it. 

“ In 1847 some person reported to Colonel Richmond, 
Resident of Lucknow, that Raghubav Singh, Tashsildar of 
Baraitch, had seized and sold into slavery 500 men and 
women, inhabitants of that place. The Resident, without 
naming his informant, communicated the matter to the 
Oude Court ; the records of the newspaper writers were 
searched, and every inquiry made, but no trace of such aii 
occuiTcnce was discovered. The Court authorities waited 
a few daj's, thinldng that the friends or relatives of tlie 
people reported to have been sold would come themselves, 
or send some one by the Resident, to glean full particulars 
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of the outrage complained of, m order that a regular 
im cstigation might be made, no one came, and when 
Ilaghubar Singh, the accused, was questioned, he repre- 
sented that selling and buying people was prohibited both 
m the Company s territories, and in those of Oudo, and 
that sucli a number of persons could not hare been sohl 
secretly, as such a thuig could not bo hid , also that a 
purchaser of so many persons, among uhom numbers 
must haio been old and infirm, and man^ of them children, 
was not likely to bo found either in the Oudo territories or 
in those of the Companj bortlonng on Ondc lie therefore 
prajed that strict inquiries should be made as to when 
and m what place these persons liad been sold and to 
what part of the country the buyers bclongcil, that thej 
should be able to purchase, and pay for so inanj persons 
at once, and also as to whero tho relatives of tlio persons 
sold were, and of what profession Now, since it was 
contraty to the law of Muhammad, and regulation of llio 
country, to inflict punishment on nn^ one* on mere rcjwis 
unsupported hy proof, uc</«Z not pmnh hm, but liciiig 
aiiMous to moot tho wi«hcs of tho Resident ns far ns 
j)o Slide and as Colonel Riehmond had on many occasions 
shown his di approval of Raglmbar Singhs mode of 
transacting business, and although, bj Raghubar Singh's 
dismissal, 1 risked tho loss of manj lakhs of rn| cos tint 
ho was in arrears discarding nil thought of that, instantly 

(hsmused him I would hero call c'j>ccnl attention to llic 
fact, that in this case there were onl^ two cour=es to 
pursue towards my serrant, one, that in case anything Jnd 
been proved against him to punish him, on 1 the other th it 
the accusation not being proaoil, although doubts aj^ainsi tho 
defendant might l*c lai'ol by evil reports from reliable 
<^urccs, and he therefore be unfit for further service , m 
this latter case, I “liould not be juslifiel m dung more 
than discharging him, ns any greater pmishmcnt would 
be unjust and tyrannical, thus consulcring that i w is 
doing nil that could be cx{Kctoil from me, I disintsstd him 
from inj service, no jarlnlil) was sluwii but cnpit.d or 
otlcr priuishmcnt, lu dc/auJt ofproo^ rouJlnot he inlUctCtl 
I trust that 1 shall l*c bell excused It is vtrj strange 
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tliat if tliere Tvere so many charges established in Colonel 
Richmond’s opinion against Raghubar Singh, that he did 
not have him arrested, either at Lucknow or in the Com- 
pany’s territories, when any person who had anything to 
complain of might have come forward; moreover he never 
received any reprimand from the Magistrate, but remained 
living in luxury and pomp, within the territories of the 
East India Company, and any orders expressive of my 
displeasure towards him, that I sent, were made to appear 
by the British authorities as if they had been mere calls 
for arrears of revenue.” 


Into the other cases we decline to enter, for their 
details "will lengthen out this already long story, while 
their explanation will be found in the chapter of the 
King’s Reply from which we have taken the story of 
Raghubar Singh. Moreover, they are liable to the com- 
mon answer that they prove too much, for, if true, Oude 
must have been depopulated, its peasantry would have 
disappeared, and its fertile lands must have changed into a 
desert; while, if the very reverse of these incidents followed, 
the untruth of these allegations of wholesale oppression 
may, on the other hand, be fairly concluded. 

In short, to make one answer to the whole of General 
Outi'tim’s Report, it is utterly irreconcilable with the fact 
that the population of Oude, so long as they were under the 
regime of their native princes, showed no inclination to 
emigrate into the territories of the Company. The compilers 
of the Impeachment could not get over this fact, and they 
regarded it on all sides, and turned it upside down, and 
weighed it, and sifted and shook it, and strained it, and 
looked at it with their heads learnedly on one side, like 
Pundits employed upon an insoluble problem. Or, to use 
a loose simile for such dignified personages, they 
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resemble so many tnonkoys occupied Tiitli i largo cocoa- 
nut, •which they arc unablo to open and unwilling to 
abandon “ It may naturally be supposed, says General 
Outram (Oude Bluo Book, p 44 ) ‘ that tbo people of 
‘Oude, if so greatly oppressed as has-been rcprcsciilcd, 
‘ would emigrate to the neighbounng British districts, 
“ which it does not appear, frojn the replies I hare jet 
‘ received from tho magistrates whom I questioned on the 
“subject, that they do to any great extent ' Loi^ Bal- 
housie, when it comes to liis tqm, echoes this pcrplcxitj 
and relics on General Outram, while General Outram 
relics on Major Iroup (thus the world rests on tho 
elephant, and tho elephant on tho tortowo), for what they 
proffer as a sort of explanation Major Troup argues that 
owing to the protection extended to the rclatiics of tho 
Oude sepoys employed by tho Company, ono-tenth of the 
population are privileged and are contented to remain iti 
Oudo, but tho Major may bo routed by a single question 
How docs this affect tho other nme-tenths who are un 
jmvilegcd The latter, as wo infer, aro the parties upon 
whom the c alleged atrocities arc pracli'oil, and who arc 
without redress how, then, arc they indiicoil to liear 
them by seeing others m an lurinitclj bettor predicament 
than thcrascircs? Major Jroup docs not CTtnnfo hit 
patrons by his logic, and ho roust cut his owti way out of (Ins 
dilemma as ho can Either the inhabitants of Oude 
remain there because ibcy arc pnvdcgctl, or, if they arc 
not privileged, ihej remain there f>ccau«c thej arc not 
oppre«sc<l There is some talk elsewhere (p 521) of tlio 
attraction of tho tombs of tbcir forTfathers But thoM , 
according to tho Kings Rcjlv(i» 5Y) are. at n1! cvmtt 
msuETicient to retain them in Oude now The stnam of 
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emigration, it is said, now flows out of Oude, into tlie 
Company’s provinces ; whereas formerly it rather tended 
from the Company’s provinces, into Oude. Let this fact be 
reconciled with the Oude Blue Book, or let this volume be 
regarded as so much waste paper, covered with the un- 
proved theorems of the Outrams and Dalhousies. 
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CHAPTER X. 

sirowD .0 THE BEABrvos or the teeatt or 1337. 

It remains (o Ew shoxm that the measures ^vhich Lord 
Dalhousie took in pursuance of these false representations, 
were in direct Tiolation of subsisting treaties, and especially 
of that of 1837 ; and for this purpose it will only ho 
necessary to introduce the Icarocd opinion of Dr. Tra>crs 
Twiss, wLicli wo shall quote at length ns the suhstance of 
this chapter. 

The “Parliamentajy Return of Treaties,” of I8J3, 
appends the following statement to the treaty of 1857 
“ The Homo GorcmmcDt disapprore<l of that part of the 
“ aboro treaty which on the Ondo State the 

“ expense of the auxiliary force ; ami on the 8th of July, 
“ 1839, tho King was informed that lie was n:lie\cd fnim 
“ tho cost of maintaining tho ansiilar^ force, wijich the 
“ British GoTcnuBcnt ha*l taken upon itself.” Tliat this 
exactly stated the extent to which certain proiitions of the 
treaty were practically annulled, while tie je«iclno of (}jc 
treaty remained practically ns well ns legally o]'cnili>c, 
is pro\cd by the Icttcrt which we cite in the Appcmlix, 
and which passed bctirccn Lord Auckland and the King 
of Oude on that occasion. The treaty was rcganlc^l by 
them os still snhsisting in its other proislon", and hasliccn 
so rcgardcfl since by all who fcato dealt with it authorita- 
tively. Thus, when I/ird Ilardingo wrote the remon- 
slranco, in 1817 (which we also give at length in tho 
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Tills extraorcliaary and remarkablo proceeding on tto 
part of his Lordship, is based upon grounds, the insufli- 
ciency of which arc disposed of b) Dr Traicrs Twiss, 
and which arost-ited suiamanl/ bj Lord DaJhousjc la the 
following language — « 6 The mstniment by which the 
“ mutual relations of the British GoTcrament and tho 
“ Court of Luckno^7 are now defined and regulatcil is 
“ the treaty of 1801 A vei} gcnenl impression prevails 
“ that a subsequent readjustment oftho«o relations was 
“ made by the treaty concluded by Lord Auckland in 
“ 1837 But that treaty is null and \oid It was wholly 
“ disallowed by tho Honourable Court of Directors as soon 
" as they received it On the 10th April, 1838, tho 
‘ Secret Coramitteo conveyed to tho Got cmor-Gcncral m 
“ Council their directions for tho abrogation of tho treaty 
“ of September, 1837, and the} subsequently restricted 
“ their instruclioos regarding the disalJowaaco of tho 
“ treaty of tho 18th September, 1837, and tho restriction 
“ of our relations with the State of Oudo, to tho footing on 
“ which the} preiiously stood Tho Ilonourablo Committco 
‘ added — You will rcceuo every support from us in the 
“ measures that maj bo ncce«sary jo securing good goicm- 
“ nient to the people of Oude, under tho stipulation of the 
‘ treat} of 1801 

“ hereforo it is to the treaty of 1801 we must cx- 
‘ clusnely look” 


the improremeDt wliicii Lord lT«nl jicrtoiptorOr dcaindoJ lovtn 
** jear» *30 ftt tbe kin<li of the K ng tnpvrwiitf* ^ trnly r/lSOl 
“la tnfiegreo l>e«a eSeeteii uti ohetber the Jut/ inpofed the 
“ Dr t»b QoTcntmsDt l>/ tbit tmtj e dut/ rcco;>Bu«'{ b/ Lon] W ill ini 
“Dent nek in 1831, end re tented by Lord Herd nje {nlB47,«Jl.bin(l> 
"tay longer admit of our bqantl/ indnl/ n; tbe reluctanee tr* bsre f< t to 
‘ bare recourie to tboie extreoe mmarei «b cb atone can be of an/ ml 
•* dEcarj lit rrmed/ r>s tie from which ihe »l*fe of Ou !e ha* lulTef rJ 

“to Ion;** OWrre alM hit Lordtbipa aab ^noui ex/reuioei (a ibeOade 
Dine Dock, pp 117 and ICC 
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In tlicir Pclition to tlic House of Commons, tlie King- 
and Royal Ramily of Oude very naturally deny and repu- 
diate this extraordinary doctrine. They have the -warrant 
of the opinion to he cited directly, that, according to the 
law of nations, the treaty is in full and complete force, and 
is operative and binding upon the British nation, and it 
has alwaj’s been considered ojierativc and binding upon the 
Sovereign and people of Qude; and they are further 
advised and instructed that any attempt by cither of the 
high contracting parties to sot aside the treaty on the 
ground alleged by Lord D.alhousie ^YOuld be opposed to 
international law and usage. They submit that “ after a 
“ lapse of eighteen years, during the nhole of which 
“ period every English official and every Sovereig-n of 
“ Oude have alike regarded the said treaty as existing and 
“ valid, it is not now to be set up, that in consequence of 
“ some secret correspondence which passed in 1S3S, and 
“ which never saw the light of day until 1856, a treaty 
“ solemnl}’^ guaranteed, ratified, and acted on, is to be 
“ deemed and taken to be non-existent, • and to have been 
“ null and void from the time of its conclusion : ” and they 
finally and solemnly submit to the House of Commons, 
that “ treaties are the title-deeds of nations, and that their 
“ equitable observance is the only security for the peace 
“ and the prosperity of the countries to which they may 
“ relate, for the stability of thrones, and the proper 
“ government of peoples.” 

To this protest we have nothing to add but the opinion 
we have referred to, and which deserves the most attentive 
perusal. With this opinion we shall conclude the pre- 
sent chapter.. 
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OPINION or DP TPAVERS HVISS 

I Bare perused the papers, submitted to me on belnlf 
of Hia Majesty the King of Oude, Viz — 

1 The treaties concluded bctircin tlio Hast India 
Companj and the rulers of Onde from 1705 to 2817, 
puBli'Bctl m the collection of East India Treaties, lud 
before the Hou'cof Lords, 24ih June, 18S3 

2 Tho correspondeneo and minutes of the Govern- 
ment of India amongst the “papers relating to Oude, ’ 
pre«cnted to tlio IIou«es of Piriiainont by command of 
Her Mmosty, 185G 

3 Tlio notification from tho Pight ITonounWo the Earl 
of Auckland, Governor Gcnenl of Jmln to IIis Majesty 
the King of Oude, 8tb July, J8SD, on the subject of tho 
recent treaty under date lltli September, 1837, and His 
Jlajcst^ reply thereto scot with tlio case 

4 ^0 remonstnneo on tlio part of the GoTcmor- 
Gencnl of India, Iwonl lltrdmgc, dclocreil to tho King of 
Oude, 23rd November, 1847>scnt with the case 

5 Tlic letter of tUo Uonourablo Court of Directors to 
tho Governor General of India. lOtb December, I8''G, 
rehtneto the assamptioti of tho Government of Oude, 
ordered by tho House of Commons to bo jirmtcO, Clh 
rebruary, 1857 

My attention has, m tho lirst phci, been directc<l to 
the treaties of IT'IS, 1801, and 1637 (UIuo Book, pp 
71, 75, D2) in conjunction vrith tho letters of J^rd Auck* 
land and Lord Ilarclinge, which bear iijion tlio treaties of 
1801 and 1837, as thc'C ire the treaties upjn which the 
questions between the East India Comjiany an I the King 
of Oude turn 

It apjxars that the cirhcst treaties Iwfore I'PSworo 
treaties of equal allnnce, but tho three later treaties of 
179'*, 1801, 1837, arc treaties of unequal alliance They 
form a continuous chain of political relations between the 
East Indian Government and tbo Sovereigns of Oude, 
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being linked on to one nnotker. Each, however, has a 
distinct political character of its own; tho treaty of 1798 
being a treaty of offensive and defensive alliance on both 
sides, and of joint correspondence, as far as the foreign 
relations of Oude %vith other States were concerned. That 
of 1801 being a treaty of territorial cession, on tho part of 
Oude, and of territorial guaranty on the part of tho East 
India Company, whilst the treat}^ of 1837 is a treaty of 
protection on the part of the East India Company, and of 
administrative submission on the part of the King of Oude. 
All these treaties, however, agree in securing to tho East 
India Company a direct consideration for its military aid, 
either in the form of an annual subsidy or of a permanent 
cession of territory in lieu of subsidy. Thus, Sir John 
Shore’s treatj', in 1798, secured to the East India Com- 
pany a subsidy of seventy-six lacs of rupees ; and by arti- 
cles 12 and 13, the Nabob undertook to consult with the 
Compan 3 '’s government on the best means of reducing 
the expenses of his own public establishments, as well as 
to communicate to the Company all correspondence be- 
tween himself and any foreign power. 

By Lord Wellesley’s treaty of 1801, the King of 
Oude ceded certain portions of territory to the East India 
Company in perpetuity in lieu of a subsidy, and the Com- 
pany in return, not merely undertook, by article 3, to 
defend his remaining territories against all foreign and 
domestic enemies, but, by the sixth article, guaranteed to 
•the Vizier, and his heirs and successors, the possession of 
Ids remaining territories ; and the Vizier eng.agcd that he 
would establish in them such a system of administration, 
to le carried info effect ly Ms own offeers, as should be con- 
ducive to the prosperity of liis subjects, and be calculated 
to secure the lives and property of the inhabitants, and 
that he would alwaj's advise with and act in conformity to 
the counsel of the officers of the Company. 

Lord Auckland’s treaty of 1837, on the other hand, 
commenced with a preamble, reciting, amongst other things, 
that “article 6 of the treaty of 1801 required that the 
Sovereign of Oude should establish iu his reserved 
dominions such a system of administration, to he carried 
into effect hy Ms own offeers, as shall be conducive to the 

M 
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jirospcnty of his sulgects^ and be calculated to secure tho 
li\es and property of the inhabitants, but provides no 
remedy for the neglect of that solemn and paramount 
obligation , and the infraction of this essential engagement 
of the treaty, on tho part of the rulers of Oude, has been 
continued and notorjons, and it i«, therefore, just and 
proper that the defect alluded to in article 6 of tho treaty 
of 1801 should bo rectified ’ It provided accordingly, by 
article 7, in express modification of article 6 of tho treaty 
of 1801, “that tho King of Ondo shall immediately take 
into consideration in concert tnth tlio British Bosidcnt, tho 
best means of remedying tho defects in tho Pohco and in 
the Judicial and Revenno adminiatrations of his dominions , 
and that if His Ifajesly should neglect to attend to tho 
adiico and counsel of theBntish Government, and if gross 
and systematic oppression, anarcJiy, and misrale should 
prevail uithm the Oudo dominion®, such as «eriou*Iy to 
endanger tho public trainjiiillity, tho British GoTcmnitnt 
reserves to itself tho n*77it of appointing tis oiui ofiem to 
tho management of iThatsocicr portions of tlio Oiiuo terri- 
tory, either to a small or to a great extent, in n-hich such 
misrulo shall hai c ocemred, for «o Jong a period as it may 
doom necessary, the surplus receipts m such ease, after 
defraying all charges, to bo paid into the Kind's territory, 
and a true and faithful account rendered to IIis Majesty 
of tho rcceijifs and expciuliturc ’ 

B\ article 8, it further provides “ that in enso tho 
Governor General of India, m Council, should bo com- 
pcllo<l to resort to tho oxcrcisc of the authontj scsfctl m 
him by articlo 7 of tins treaty, ho will endeavour, as far 
ns possible, to maintain (hiiJi such improvements ns ihev 
mav admit of) tho native institutions and forms of adminis- 
tration within tho assumed tcrntoncs «o ns to faeilitalo 
the restoration of tho-otemtone^ to the Sovereign of Oudo 
nlicn tho proper period for such restoration shall arrrn 
This treaty purports to be eonclule*! mthe nsmoanJ 
on behalf of ihcGoscrnor-Gcncralof In bn, by I iculenant- 
Colonol Low, tlic British Rcsilcnt at the Court of I uck- 
now It has tfio signatures of Lortl i^uefc/an J an f <AfW 
Members of (be Council in the mini form It npf>ears, 
further, that subsequently to its rstef cation by the Gorer- 
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nor- General, in Council, it lias been formally referred to as 
a subsisting treaty in two separate communications from 
tbe Govcrnors-General of India to the King of Oude, in 
tbe years 1839 and 1847 respectively. Tbe first of these 
occasions u'as ivben tbe Governor-General, Lord Auckland, 
addressed a notification (July Stb, 1839) to tbe King of 
Oude, informing His Majesty that be bad been autborised 
to relieve tbe kingdom and territories of Oude from that 
burtlien, relative to tbe terms contained in tbe fourth article 
of the nciu treaty in regard to tbe cstablisliment of a mili- 
tary force. 

The second occasion ivas, -when Lord Hardinge, on bis 
passage through the territory of Oude, had a personal 
interview with the King, and delivered to him a formal 
remonstrance, dated 23rd November, 1847. 

Lord Hardinge, in this paper, calls His Majesty’s 
attention to the treaties of 1801 and 1837. By tbe sixth 
article of tbe former, be sa)’s “ it was provided that the 
English Government should protect the rights of the 
inhabitants; and by article 7 of the treaty of 1837, that the 
British Government, if necessary, should take into its 
hands the administi’ation of the Oude territory; and that 
this latter treaty was in confirmation of the treaty of 1801, 
and gives power to the British Government to interfere 
when it is necessary, for the protection of the people.” 

A similar view as to the subsistency of - the treaty of 
1837 seems to have been taken by Colonel Sleeman, the 
Ilesident at the Court of Lucknow, in his communication 
to tbe Governor-General, in Council (December lOtb, 
1851), which is referred to in Lord Dalbousie’s minute 
(Oude Papers, p. 166). Colonel Sleeman states on that 
occasion that, in his opinion, “ our Government cannot any 
longer forbear to exercise to the fullest extent the powers 
which the treaty of 1837 confers upon it, of taking upon 
itself the administration, and conducting it by means of 
its o^vn officers.” 

Upon these documents, if they stood alone, I should 
have no hesitation in saj-ing that tbe treaty of 1837 is a 
subsisting treaty, and is binding on the respective parties 
to it,' and that under that treat}’’ the Governor-General of 
India would be authorised, by the law of Nations, under 
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tte sttte of circumstances contemplated by article 7, to 
take into bis oivn lianda the management of the temtonos 
of the King of Oude, as Curalor, in behalf of the lung, 
his heirs, and successors 

It appears, however, from the minuto of Loril Dal- 
liousie, of Juno 18th 1855 (Oudo Papers, p l if)), tint 
the Goiernor-Gcneral of India considered tho trcity of 
1837 not to he binding on tlio Britnh Government, as 
maybe gathered fiom this passage “ tho instrument b) 
•which the mutual relationsof tho British Government and 
of the Court of Lucknow arc non defined and regulated, 
IS the treaty of 1801 A very general impression prevails 
that a subsequent re ailjiistmcnt of those relations va> 
made b) iht tnaty concluded ly Xord Auckland in 1837 , 
but tint treat) is null andvonl It nos vholl) disalloncd 
by the Honourable Court of Directors os soon as tlicy 
reconed It On tho 10th April, 1838, tho Secret Com 
mittco conveyed to the Governor General, m Council, their 
‘directions for the abrogation of the treaty* of September, 
1837i and they subsequently reiterated their instructions 
regarding the (lisallouanec of the treaty of 18th Sontcni- 
ber, 1837, and tho- restoration of our relations uitli tho 
State of Oudo to tlio fooling on whtcli tlicy prosiomly 
stood ' Tlie Ilonourablo CommiUoc added, “^ouuill 
rccono csery support from us in the measures tint may 
bo necessary in securing goo 1 government to the jicopio of 
Oudo, under the stipulations of the treaty of ISO] 

It IS, no doubt, n rule approved by tho pnctico of 
Nation? that tho acts of public ministers in eonelu bug 
treaties arc, unless under special ngrccmetit to tho con 
(rary, subject to tho ratification of tlic Govcnime it whom 
tho ministers represent am’ tliatifthLralifinlion is refusctl 
bv the competent niithonty on one suit, and the rcfii‘al 
notified to tho other «ido tho net of the tnim ter who 
concluded the treaty becomes mill and void It is nl o nn 
implied condition in negotiations liotnecn State?, tint the 
treaties concluded by tho Executive Government shall I® 
subject to ratification in the manner prescribed ly the 
Municipal Law of each State 

On tlm other hand if tho Sovereign power of tho 
State 13 silent, and acts arc j»crfonne<l by tlie Executive 
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Government, wliicli cannot be referred to any other source 
than the treaty,' such acts, unless there is an express reser- 
vation as to the exchange of ratifications, operate as a 
virtual ratification of the treaty. — Grothts, b. ii. c. 1 5, s. 17. 

The treaty of 1837, however, purports to be a treaty 
concluded, on the one part, by the British Resident at 
Lucknow, in the name and on behalf of the Might Sonour- 
able Lord Aucldand, Governor- General of India, in Council, 
and.on the other part, by the reigning King of Oude, for 
himself and his heirs, and the formal ratification by the 
Governor-General of India, in Council, is appended to it. 
On the face of the treaty, therefore, the full requirements 
of the Law of Nations appear to have been satisfied in 
respect of its ratification by the Government whom the 
negotiator of the treaty represented, and the ratification is 
in the same form as in the earliest treaties between the 
Last Indian Government and the rulers of Oude. 

It may be necessary, however, to consider whether 
the ratification which has taken place is in any manner at 
variance Anth the hlunicipal Lbav. That law seems to be 
contained in 13 Geo. III., c. 63, and 33 George III., c. 
52, the former of which statutes vested full powers of 
declaring war, and making treaties of peace or alliance, in 
the Governor-General in Council of Fort-lVilliam. The 
latter limits the powers of the Goi'ernor-General in 
Council to the extent of forbidding him, except in case of 
urgent necessity, to declare war or commence hostilities, 
or to enter into any treaty for making ivar agaiust any of 
the Country Princes or States of India, or any treaty for 
guaranteeing the 2 mssession of any Country Prince or State 
Avithout the command and authority of the Court of 
Directors, or the Secret Committee, by the authority of 
the Commissioners for India. 

The ti-eaty of 1837, howoA’er, does not come under 
either class of treaties, in regard to Avhich the power of 
the Governor-General is limited by 33 Geo. III., c. 52. 
Unless, therefore, there arc some other legal limitations to 
his poAA’er, AA’hich control further the operation of 13 Geo. 
III., c. 63, and with AAhich I am not acquainted, I should 
be of opinion that the Governor-General had power, under 
the hlunicipcil Lbaa-, to ratify the treaty of 1837, and that 
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his rahfication g^TO it foU cOccfc. Furtlier, tio acfs of 
Lord AucUand m 1839, md of Lord Hardingc m 1847, 
according to the rule of international law laid down by 
Grotius, have precluded any repudiation of the treaty m 
ISoS 

That tho CoDrt at Lwcknon* coasidcred the treaty of 
1837 to bo binding on the contracting parties, and that 
thoj had received no mtimalion that tho treaty had been 
cancelled, appears from tho report of Mr rietchcr Hayes 
the Assistant to the Resident at Lucknow (Oudo Papers, 
p 53) The fact is oLo admitted in Lord Ralhoustcs 
minute of January 15th, 18uC (Ondo Papers, p i?3^) 
where lus Lordship says — s 16 — ‘ It is very probahlc that 
the lung m tho course of the discussions which will fake 
place with the Resident, may refer to tho treaty negotmteel 
with his predecessor m 1837 Tho Resident is aware that 
tlie treat) u as not continued w force, Laa mg been annulled 
by the Court of Directors as soon as it was reccned m 
Lngland The Resident is further aware, that although 
tho lung of Oudo was informed at that time that cci'tmn 
yroiTflons 0 / t/ic tnafi/ of 1837 rcsjiectmg an incrensod 
mihtara force aronld not be earned into cilcct, the entire 
abrogation of it uas iiercr commumcatcil to His Majesty 

‘ The cITect of this reserve, and want of full communi- 
cation, 15 ftU to bo cmbarra«smg to-dai It is the more 
embarr'’s«ing that the canccHctl lastrunient uas still 
included in a volume of treaties which was published in 
ISljbj tho autbontvof tho Govemment nicro is no 
better way of cncounlcnng this diflieulty than b) meeting 
it full in the face — 

S 17— ' If the /vTtiiy thoitlf cUuJe to tho tna'i/ of 
1837, and shoull ask. why, if further measures arc m-cea- 
«ar) in relation to the administration of Oulc, the Jorro 
powers which arc given to tho British Government by the 
*;aKl treatv should not now be put in force! Ilis Mnje ty 
must f)0 iiifoTmcd that the treats has hnd no ciistcnee 
<inco it was communicated to the Court of Directors, hy 
whom it was wholly annulled Ills JInjesty will bo 
reminded that the Court of Lucknow was infirmc*! at tho 
tunc that certain articles of treaty of 1837, by vvluch tho 
pavTOcnt of on ad htional inilitary force was impo«c<l tif'on 
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tlie King, M'erc to bo sot aside. It must bp presumed that 
it u’as not tliouglit necessary at that lime to make any 
communication to His IMajesty regarding those articles of 
the treaty, •which "were not of immediate operation, and 
that a subsoqueilt communication was inadvertently 
neglected. The Resident will be at liberty to state that 
the Governor-General, in Council, regrets that any such 
neglect should have taken place, even inadvertently.” 

It may be observed that it is not competent to the 
Government of India to apply any other principles of law 
to establish the annullatioii of the treaty of 1837 than 
those which would be applicable to a treaty concluded with 
a Christian State. Thus, article 9 of the treaty of 1837, 
which provides “ that all the other articles and conditions 
of former treaties between the British Government and the 
Oude State, which are not allected by the present conven- 
tion, are to remain in full force and eftect,” is a purely 
fomal article, inserted cx majorc caidcM, in order to ])re- 
vent subsequent doubts or disputes as to the e-xtent to 
which the previous treaties were modified or cancelled. 
It would be contrai’y to the received canons ’of interpreta- 
tion to suppose that such an article could havo the legal 
effect of constituting an ancient treaty an integral part of 
a new treaty, or of engrafting on to a new treaty the 
specific political character which an earlier treaty has had 
impressed upon it by its own provisions, which remain, 
pj’oprio viffore, in force. 

Upon the best consideration which I havo been able 
to give to all these facts, I am constrained to come to the 
conclusion that the Governor-General of India, in Council, 
was not authorised by the Law of Nations to set aside the 
treaty of 1837 as inoperative, and to look exclusively 
(Oude Papers, p. 149) to the treaty of 1801 as the instru- 
ment by which the mutual relations of the East India 
Company and the Rulers of Oude were regulated. 

Tkavcks TwisSi 


Doctors’ Commons, Eeby, 24th, I8fi7. 
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CONCLUSION 

IVb Laro noTF broo^lit this caso to 'i close, that is to 
sa^, -ne ha^e stated it as fir as it cm bo stitcil on oidcnco 
ivhicli 13 open intl acce<siblo to ciorjbotl) It now 
rcmiins for those who arc interested in tho iindication of 
British Iionour and justice to pursue the inqtiir) further 
Inquiry is duo to tho injiireil familj of Oude, with a 
1 icw to such nn nmonnt of rcpintiou is mij stiU bo 
possible, for this if for no other considcntion— tint wo 
maj ondcivour to rcconcifoour public morality with tho 
obligations oT power and tho cvgcncics of onipre 
Inquiry i» nl«o duo to the character of the Liighsh oflicmls 
who ate implicated in such tratnicUons as ha>o been liuro 
recounted according to tlic bc<t of the writer s knowledge 
and information Great questions of {>ohcj are mired up 
with these transactions, into winch it woiil I be j rii lent to 
inquire on thoir own account In avhat rcsjwcts is our 
commtrcc benefited by annexation * In what eenso is 
our In Inn empire consohditcil ? Do sucli acts tend 
to dciclop our proper intlucnco or our peaceful inter- 
course wath tho inhabitants of these vast territories 1 Do 
they 'ustain our professions of moderation an I equity in 
tho eyes of a thoughtful and mcditatiro race ? Do tlicy 
substantiate oiir pretensions in tJio eyes of the civilise 1 
world ’ Do they imjwrt no iionl from n j olicy lo 
aggre<«iro^ Do they imply no nsk to a Govcmincnt *o 
rapacious ? Can we say at tins moment that they are 
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entirely witliout influence in tlie secular crisis and 
ordeal of our Indian dominion 

The answers to these questions must be asked for else- 
where, and by others. We restrict our own inquiry to 
this — Do these (transactions bear out our incessant pro- 
fessions that we have been actuated by a care for the 
welfare of the Oude people? Was it for their sake that 
we levied excessive subsidies, took the resources of their 
Government and the jn-oducts of their taxation to be spent 
on other and more favoiured regions ? Was it for them 
that we treated their Wuziers as tributaries, or worked 
their Sovereigns as “ mines of munificence,” took provinces 
from them for inadequate equivalents, or sold them pro- 
vinces for equivalents as excessive, and w’hich, consistently 
enough, we have since resumed without repayment of any 
portion of the purchase money? Was it for the benefit of 
the Oude people that we systematically weakened and 
disorganised their Government without countenancing or 
assisting the efforts of their Princes to improve it, nay, 
actually thwarting and forbidding their measures for its 
amelioration? Was it from motives of benevolence that 
we provided a Slceraan to work the same kind of mischief 
in Oude that we roused Europe to prevent a Menschikoff 
from accomplishing in Turkey? Had we no sick man also 
in our hands and in our thoughts, for whom “ great changes 
“ were in course of preparation,” and bn whose case -and 
sj’mptoms we deliberately pronounced with anticipatory 
reference to » the indispensable result ” ? And now that 
this result has boon attained, by the violation of treaties, 
with signal ingratitude, and not without some taint of per- 

® On tliis point ecc especially tlic Bpcccli of Lord Albemarle in the House 
of Lords July 7th, 1857, .and the great Bpecch of jMr. Disraeli in the 
House of Commons, July 20th, 1857. 
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iidj, ^noTT that the Oodo people Iiavo been liberated and 
are kept eafranchised by an oTcrwhcIming force, to ^bat 
extent can vro show that they arc our debtors, or that tho 
substitution of our authority has been a boon or ad^antago 
to them? If wo may trust the reports which have recently 
reached us, they are actnally in a worse condition now than 
they were formerly. Tho King’s Reply, in p. 57, contains 
some particulars of tho dilapidation of his kingdom in con- 
sequence of tho oTCrthrow of its natural Government; and 
the rise of proyisions, the increase of crime, and tlio emi- 
gration from Oude, which are there referred to as notorious 
facts, are proofs, if wo accept them as true statements, that 
tho people under our swayoreneither prosperous nor con- 
tented.* A Journal usually well informed on Indian topics, 
tho Preis newspaper, of June 20(h, has tho foIlowiDg 
remarkablo statement of tho results of our annexation 
" If we aro to belicrc tho accounts wo read in tho Indian 

* Tliolung'f PeOtim totholloaicot C&inmoes, tfi t\el, “TUt 
“ eiDoe the nuLtarf occujtttioa and •nmxaUon of tho llnfrlom of OwL', the 
“ countif hu bcca thrvini into » tUU of much ronfuMon. Tiutt wh'rtM 
“ <lttnD5 the wign o( th« SoTCicij;n of OuJo, util tIuM ha; pn m fftiTiil'l 
“ witluB the kinplom, no cniJgr*lk>n took jUcc thirefrow, Irut on the f>in* 

* tnrr, the »ul>j«rts of Cfcal Dntafo In IIiroFceUa crincfl • di'pwii m to 
“ iCDmigrafe Jhprrto, jod wrtlFo Ihrroo, mow tho juinraation of ihi. Jorritory 
** to tho DntuJi dominion, immhiTs of jirraoia hate flo! from tlio linpljm of 
“ Oado, and iintnigration hu wboBy ctwo^L That it h ttanputof that not 
“Ic* tlaa one handro] t^tousanJ por«i>ii«,fncJohff- Miil HTtantt of Ihe 
“ fSoTcrnment, anil the tliitauvhal Utiopt ttho Iat# rtfiBal to take the Com* 

“ pany’e *cmce, bate been dPi«iT*«t of thnr mcaia of aulaiiteaee , tliat the 
•' Imsincw of tho coofltry hating Iwn tnitwfi.TtwI from tin wlirn lo lh« 

“ nntiah ofnem and foRea, theretalntnof tix) Zomiodan hate l<rB tliiwn 
“ out of th«r aituationsj tliat tho naltta liolli/i|r oflW m wntma, fl.Tk", 

“ ic , hate teca tnm«»l atray and tejlaecd liy Cotni*ny’» OPTranta , that all 
“ allotranefs and pensjon* Ixlng atonttl, »nany of the rpciri‘’hUr 
“ members or near connccliona of tho lUiyal I amily, hat* toco ml tml to 
•' ««mno foTcrty : that the eon«fo«^ vf tho ftntofi to <f o narirta of tihj 
“ kMrerebnIacoinflauicdofMhtnhiQ iheejlaane, Ihaijdilieeonn^ nott 
“ bo obt^ed at Lneknov; and that trlmo la tomdttnl adib at ina/’h 
•* Imjmuty, that mn tbo Iloyal I^Iaeo liarff haa Uen IMtn Into afri 
" pditgeJ of cwoey ami J^e!* to alusoaaweot." 
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‘ papers, "we must confess that there does seem to have 
‘ been givss mismanagement bj our authorities since the 
‘ annexation of Oude. Not only does the annexation 
‘ itself appear to have been accompanied by acts of 
‘ violence and spoliation wholly indefensible, but the 
foundations of all property seem to have been unsettled 
“ to an extent unheard of imder any civilised rule. If the 
“ Red Republicans themselves had got possession of the 
“ countiy they could not have made gi-eater havoc Avith all 
“ proprietary rights, and especially with all proprietary 
“ rights in land. We hear on all sides of landowners dis- 
“ possessed, of rent-free tenm-es arbitraril}’- set aside, and 
“ of the assessment of whole districts being altered at 
“ pleasure — in short, of the Company’s dealing in all 
“ respects with the province as if it were not merely 
“ entitled to the revenues of it, but as if all the property 
“ within it had become the spoil of its bow and spear ; as 
“ if, in fact, it was an uninhabited island newly discovered 
“ Avith which the discoverers had a right to do what they 
“ Avilled. Now, if this is really the manner in which our 
“ officials have been dealing Avith Oude, there Avill be no 
“ necessity for looking for the causes of Sepoy disaffection 
“ in the intrigues of the King ; for in that case Ave have 
“ only to laj”- the blame of it on ourselves. Whether the 
“ stories we have heard on this subject haA’e been exag- 
“ gerated or not, it is impossible for us, in the absence of 
“ any official information, to determine ; but there is this 
fact staring us in the face, which goes a great way to 
“ confirm them — namely, that the administration of the 
“ proAunce has been changed three times in about as many 
“ years. The British functionaries appear, so far, to have 
“ agr-eed as little among themseRes as they have Avith the 
“ landoAwrers and the people of Oude; Such discord is 
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‘ not the best spectacle to hold out to a people who hcoiv 
“by experience that disunion is weakness, if thoyhaio 
‘ not learned the converse of the proposition, that union is 
“ strength 

In India as in England, says the accusing journal, the 
intngijcr and tJie demagogue aro only powerful nhcre tho 
misconduct of the Government lias itself prepared the field 
for them in the shape of wide-spread social discontent 
^Vhat a harvest uo have yet to reap out of that field time 
wlll5lJ0^7, and m the meannhilo it mav not he too late 
to make some concessions to justice As respects Oude, 
the appeal of its King and Rojal Familj is now before the 
House of Commons m the form of a Petition Inquiry 
into the nature and extent of their ^rrongs is thereby 
solicited, and it is not to bo tolcntcd that inquiry 
sliould be withheld Tins {inquiry should, of course bo 
general and comprchcnsuc, but in order to gho it a 
definite scope, it should refer clnclly to the more recent 
portions of this history Tliat a culprit and a charge inny 
not bo wanting wc ha\o only to point to Lord Dalhouaie, 
and to accuse him, os tbo latest ofiender, nith obtaining 
the kingdom of Oude on false pretences Ho mil him«clf 
have a voice in deciding how this charge shall Iio mot, and 
Ins reputation is conccmc«l in meeting it furly ill he 
accept the issue thereby raised t and how v ill ho sustain 
his part in Will ho confess or deny, or sunhcalc 
or palliate^ declare liiro^lf—GcxiTT, or Isor GtiLn, 
before the Parliament of England T 
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APPENDIX. 


CONTAININO tUe Letters of Lord Auckland and of Lord linrdingo 
with reference to the Treaty of 1837. 


Translation of a Letter from the Right lion, the ^Earl of 
Auckland, Governor-General of India, to U.M. the Kino or 
OuDE, dated 8th July, 1839, Messiah. 

“ May the Omnipotent God keep tlic garden of wealth and 
fortune of your Royal Highness, the adorncr of the tlironc of 
sovercignt)’ and dignity, and embellisher of the Royal scat of 
srandouv and magnificence, ever blooming, smiling, verdant, and 
fertile with showers from the clouds of his own gmee. 

“ Afterwards, let it not remain concealed and veiled from 
your illustrious mind, resembling a mirror, that some montlis ago 
there was a correspondence and some discussion in the way of 
consultation between me, your friend, and tlio Honourable jMem- 
bers of the Court of Directoi's, on the subject of the recent 
ireaiij under date 11th day of the month of September, of the 
Christian year 1837, which was concliuled and executed Ictween 
me, your friend, and your Royal Mighness, the embellisher of the 
throne of sovereignty and magnificence ; and although some 
portion of the military force stipulated in the aforesaid treaty has 
already been supplied and arranged, and for the necessarj'cxpenses 
thereof, a sum of sixteen lakhs of rupees per annmp was fixed to 
be paid by the Government of your Royal Highness, yet the 
Honourable IMembers of the aforesaid Court, with advertence to 
your Royal Highness’s plea, that some injury and detriment 
might, in consequence of such arrangement, happen to the terri- 
tories of Oudo, have, after due deliberation, suspended their 
decision on the iwint. 

“ As from the very commencement of the period when the 
throne and crown of tliat dominion derived their elegance under 
the auspicious reign of your Royal Highness, the adorner of the 
throne of sovereignty, magnificence, fortune, and wealth, the 
British Government has experienced and found upon examination 
the good management, justice, and commiseration of your Royal 
Highness, by weighing and distinguishing them with reference to 
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those cf the past periods, whew, m consequence of the cnU, ims 
managements, prodigalities, and abuses of wealth winch prevailed, 
tliere were causes far frequent and repcafecl cciisurcs and com- 
plaints , therefore it is said that I, your friend, am directed and 
authorised at present to relieve tlio kingdom and terntones of 
Oudo from that BCBraE’T rvalue io ihe iernis cojii'ninrd i» (he 
articles oj the new treaty, tn regard to the eslabbshment of a 
miliary force, which they may bo incapable to boar, and to 
cause payment of the cvpcndituro incurred on account of that 
portion of the jmlitary force which has now been supplied and 
arranged, to bo made from the crer enduring treasury of the 
British Government, Accordingly I, your friend, am n1»o desirous, 
with all niT heart and soul, of carrying into elTect ami /Inal 
execution the aforesaid orders which the said Honourable Mem 
bers of the Court of Directors have, vriih great cordial liberality 
and natural generosity, issued to me 

“ I, your Iligbness’s fnend, liara occasionallr been contem 

E lating and reflecting upon this matter, that prouably tlio heavy 
urden of charges of f/ts mfhyed aerorihny to tie 

irtaly, might bo dio cause of heaviness of the fixed and eellectiblo 
revenue of the kingdom, and m consequence tjicreof distressful 
hardships night happen to the subiccu of the terntones of Oude 
Now, It IS positively certain that wa harrUhip being removed, a 
general satisfaction and reconciliation of tho tenants, as well os 
the whole body of tfie subjects, wil! bo cfTccted , or, luitead of 
that nitha new to public benefit and geneml gcra, foundalinnv 
for the erection and construction of everlasting edifices, such as 
sauvers* and cararanscrai3,aiid so fortli buildings, may be I ml; 
as, oy such nets olio, tlie permanency of a good name and memory, 
and likewise a hundredfold comforts and ease for the wholo bm!) 
of the subjects and people of tlio country are cxjicctcil , and I 
am convinced tii my own muid, (liat fhu general tninqiuJhfy of 
tho subjects and tho wcllaro of the wholo boilyof tlio cilirens 
depend on tlie collection of revenoes witli duo mwlerntion nml 
justice (winch IS the cause of Immanify, amitv, and fncndjliip), 
and tho selection of well qualified ami iaiUifuI persons from among 
tho functionancs and mamgen of bminevs belonging to tint 
Government, and tho cxpuliion of malevolent person*, tvmnts, 
and miners who arc lialMtunted to cauio distress and pracu« 
oppression, and to lake bribes and dcfrauil the people, and jour 
Ilojal ilighness bcin« perfectly acquainteil wilfi the fiibits entl 
manners of all tho underlings and funelionanes employeil in every 
part and quarter of tlio extensive dominions, are better ahlo to 
adopt proper measures for nr^mg out all onleri for the execu- 
tion and management of all affam, and gineral usages and 
tices, and it is hoped and expected that all llioso matters will, 

* Markets ertilrs 
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' from day to day, tend to increase and iinprovo under the auspices 
of ycur' Royal* Ilijilmess, ^YllO aro endowed with ever)- liigh and 
virtuous quality. I wisli that I, your friend, being considered as 
ever desirous of hearing of the good health of your Royal Iligh- 
ness’s friendly disposed person, may contiimc to be favoured and 
gratified with’ your elegant letters and excellent notes. May days 
of composure, and happiness, and felicity, and joy, ever attend 
you.” 


Tn.-tKSLATiox of Ills Majesty’s repet to the above. 

“ At a happy time, when mention of the laudable qualities of 
yourself, the most select of mankind in the world, was being made, 
tending to expand the bO'Oms of your faithful friends with joy, 
and at an auspicious moment, when the recollection of the amiable 
disposition and moral goodness with which you, the unequalled in 
the world of friendship and amity, aro endowed, was picturing to 
the minds of your unfeigned friends the realisation of divers 
expectations, I was favoured with the translator of the tender 
words of your tongue, the interpreter of bounties, and the informer 
of the true news of your unfeigned favours, that is to say, your 
kind and favourable letter addressed to me (from the nature of 
the words of which the drift of your benevolent disposition 
appeared abundantly clear and manifest, and the purport of the 
sentences of which demonstrated and exhibited the form of your 
affection towards me), communicating the glad tidings that, after 
a consuUation of some months on the subject of the recent treaty, 
under date tlie 11th (eleventli) day of the month of September, 
1837, between yourself, the adomcr of the seat of sublimity and 
magnificence, and the Honourable Members of the Court of 
Directors, the desire of me, a supplicant at the Court of the 
Creator of the universe, in regard to the best and most beneficial 
arrangement under the approbation of yourself, the dispenser of 
benefits, and the Honourable Members of the Court of Directors 
(may God continue their sublimity for ever), was crowned with 
success, and that permission was granted for the suspension of the 
payment of sixteen lahhs of rupees per annum, on account of the pay 
of the military from my State, and that an order was passed for 
causing the amount of the expenses of the military who have 
hitherto been employed to be paid out of the treasury of your 
Government, which laid me, your sincere friend, under obligation 
for such unbounded generosity, and made me thankful for such 
conspicuous commiseration ; and upon the arrival of this document 
of your high affection, the marks of alliance'' between both the 
justly disposed Governments, became clearly visible anew to the 
world and all mankind, and the suspicious opinion of the nobles 
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and plebeians, and the people tn gcnemJ, in rc»poct of jour, my 
benefactor’s cordial afTecUon towards me, regarding which I, your 
truly faithful friend made much boast, came under ocuhr demon 
stration ' By God * the truth is, that my deficient tongue faih to 
describe the commendations and encomiums due to the justice 
and equity of the aforesaid Honourable Members of the Court of 
Directors, and to the regard and justieeof joii my benefactor, 
which have been seen and obsersed in this matter and in 
returning thanks and expressing gratitude for this groat favour 
and mark of commiseration, whicli shall eternally and for ever be 
the means of increasing the dignity and wealth of this family, an 1 
shall cause the removal of apprehensions and anxieties of the 
Sovereigns of this place in respect of all the Iwtl fnsome ttrms 
rehtae to the mthlary force mentioned itt the a/oresai I trealij, nw 
pen with Its split tongue aclnowledgcs its inability and fault It 
13 surely certain, that by this commiseration niul liberality of j our 
Government, the splendour and prosperity of this Urn ally will 
increase every day, and bv sucli faroun and kindnc's of jourself, 
the adorner of the scat ofiionour and grace, the ease and comforts 
of the inhabitants of tins city wi/f augment and prow more niiif 
more every moment And os to what you Jiavo with great kind 
neu hinted to mo in jour fnendlj letter on the subject of the 
tranquillity and prospenty of the tenants, and subjects, nnd 
construction of everlasting memorials and selection of honc»t nnd 
respectablo functionaries, and cxpuUien of tyrants ntul receircrs 
of bnbes from the districts, it may be erijenflp manffi.«t to roiir 
clear mind, resembling a mirror, enlightened with the light of the 
graces of llio Almightv God, ami showing the iiature and clnracter 
of the state ofafijirs of the former and prevnt times, that from the 
commencement of mj ixign on the throne of my hereditary king 
dom, by the favour of Gwl, the heart of me, o siipj ficaiil at fl o 
Court of tJie gracious God, IS entirelv devoteil to the rejiwe and 
prosperity of my sonants andf«l1<*» creatures, nnd to tiie cxtirjw 
turn and dostructfon of the root of every ihseriptioii ofcpprc’wjn 
and corruption, and to the mtiwhiction of a svsfem ofyuiiire and 
equity into thw temton Kmally, I liopt that I, a imcere nnd 
itiKlissembling fnewl of jwira, being co»*ikred ns onenlwav* 
desirous oriieaniig the liappy intclhgenci' of Uic well Iwii g nn I 
soundness of your precious health, inav coiitinuo to c*ocn'’nco 
gratification nudfilicitj by being favouro*! with jour km 1 Ktfers 
“Dated the twcnlj-eighth day of tiro monih of Jimalj ul 
Dvvul in tho liejen jear IJ55, correspondinp with 
“ True IsansLitions, 

“ TtwitAS 

“Agent to II M llic King of O'! 1 
“ Calcutta, September 8th, 1P5C ’* 
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Tlic following is the loiter, still more iinporOint in the s:inu> 
sense, written in 1847 to tlic King of Oude by Lord linrdinge : 


“Let it be known to vonr Majesty that it is inenmbent upon 
the Resident, by virtue of the treaty of 1801, to connsel the 
Sovereign of Oiide, and necessarj- for the Sovereign to consult 
the representative of the Government with regard to the ad- 
ministration of his country, and to follow snch advice as be, the 
Resident, may tender to him ; considering that it is onr intention 
to be always assisting von with such advice as will assure your 
Majesty that the fricnciship of your Governinent is always tlie 
study and desire of the Honourable East India Company. And 
this state of amity lias existed for the last forty-six years between 
this Government and your Majesty’s ancestor. Tliis Government 
also expects and hopes, as heretofore, to see the Sovereign ol 
'Oude finn and stable on his throne, without any diminution of his 
rights, and that he may enjoy all his jiomp and dignity. The 
forbearance and the strict observance of treaties by the Rrifish 
Government towards princes, is evident from a consideration ot 
the Company’s immense ])Owcr ns exhibited in the rnnjab and 
Kashmere. And also it is evident and proved that the Rrilish, 
in addition to the strict observance of their treaties and tlic 
support of the dignity of the native princes, look to tlic ameliora- 
tion and the improvement of the condition of the RayoU; for 
instance, in the last year the Government declared conditionally 
that unless the Resident were intrusted with the entire protection 
ofthcRayots (cultivators) from oppression, the Government would 
withdraw their protection from tlie Punjab territory. The treaty 
of 1801, between your Majesty’s ancestors and the English Govern- 
ment, proHdes for the English Government’s protection of the 
rights of the people. The sixth article provides thus : — ‘ His 
Excellency engages that he will establish in his reserved domin- 
ions such a system of administration, to be carried into cfTect by 
his own officers, as shall be conducive to the prosperity of his 
subjects, and be calculated to secure the lives and property of the 
inhabitants ; and His Excellency will always advise with, and act 
in confonnity to the counsel of the officers of the said Honourable 
Company.’ 

“ By the Convention of 1802, signed by the Governor-General, 
Lord "Wellesley, Hawaub Wuzier-ool-Momolik agreed to provide 
for the protection of the Rayots, and to afford them justice with- 
out any opposition or detriment ; also the said Kawaub wrote 
requesting that the Government would afibrd him assistance in 
enforcing obedience to his orders. 

“ Erom these conditions, which have been fmn and binditm 
for tlie last forty-six years, it is clear and manifest that when the 
British Government undertook the entire protection of the 

N 
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RUthoritj of the bovere^, th^also took upon themsehes the 
protection of tha Rayots, «nrf i« the tbeati Dated iv 2837 
there is inserted as follows Article VII — ‘ In moJifualion of 
Article VI of the treaty rtfemd to, \t tt ktrthj jtroudtd that the 
King of Oxide tcilltake into his immediate and earnest fon«rffra/i<w, 
tn concert mth the British Jtesxdent, the lest means of remtdjing 
the existing defects in the poliee, and in the ju Itctal and reienue 
admimslrations of his dominions, and that if his ilagcstg sfould 
neglect to attend to the odiiee and counsel of the British Qoiem 
menl, or its local rej resentatne, and if (tchieh Ood forlid) gross 
and sgslematic oppression, anarehg, and misrule should hereafter 
at ang time jirnail triMin the Oude dominions, suck as sertonsfg to 
endanger the puhhc tranyKi/Zi/p, the British Ootemnienl reserves to 
itself the ngli of appointing its oten ofieers to the management of 
ichatsoever portions of the Oude temlorg, either to a small or to a 
great extent, in lehieh such misrule as that abate alluded to mag hare 
occurred, for so long a periMl as it mag derm necessary, the surplus 
receipts in such case, after rfe/royiiijt ail charges, to ^ ai / info the 
King's treasury, and a true and faithful account rendered to 
IBs ilajest j of the receipts and espe/if/i/nre of the territories so 
ttsswmed* 

“ This treatg of 1837 « in confnnntion and extension of the 
trentg of 1801, /or i< gues pmcer of interfcrenee to the British 
O-oierument ichn necessary for ife proper gorernment of the ling' 
dm "iour MajcstTwill fetl nssuml, after r>cni«ing Uio tuth 
article of tho treaty of 1801, that it « absolutely necessary for 
tho Gorenior General to perform stnetJj tho orticlii of the fnafy 
of 1801, relatirc to tho lUsoU of Oude, because if Uio Go\emo^ 
Goneml shuts his eyes to the aaarchv ami disorpmsation which 
be has power to ntnend lij tirtuc of the fmtr, Uicn ho niif^lit be 
reckoned a party to such wroni? doings Lnder such eimnnitancei 
It IS to be regretted that the Sorercigns of Oude do not think that 
a Goremor Gencnil, by taking such a low! of infamy upon hiin, 
as would ensue from Ins non intcrfi rence, would be actinp 
contrary to the laws of the Bntidi nation, nnd cuiitran to ail 
iimh fcclmg It is a fad that fnciwlly ndneo has often liecn 
piTcn on these occasions, but without arail Now, I iiiiccrelf 
hope your MajcMy will pirsue III these aftain n more wise and 
cautious courMi tlnii your anceston hire, so that it may not 
happen that, instead of oflenng frtentlly adtice, we lake full anti 
entire possession Loitl Milliam IJcntiiick (then the Gotemof 
General of India), in 18*11, teiuKreil the same aUicc to tfrf* 
deceosctl King when on n sint tn Hit MnjeMy Ami at that time 
the Governor General taid cicarir tlat he luvd gnen Hi* Majcity 
a clear umh rstamlmg on eserj punt, and told him plainly that if 
he did not inteml to attend to it, then In would wnie to the 
llfime Authontics, nnd recomineml that the country of Oude 
should be brought under llie Bntiah Adminutration, and the said 
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Gt)vcnior-Genci-al did wrhc to that cflcct, niid tlic Court of Direc- 
tors concurred with him in that ojnnion. 

“ Let not tliis be concealed from your Majesty, and let tlic 
rust of doubt be cleared from your mind — that an instruction has 
come from the Court of Directors retpirdinp: the administration of 
the countrj- — that is, to place the alliiirs under the supervision of 
British ofhcci's; and, after a great deliberation and consideration, 
the Directors have loft the whole affair to the discretion of the 
Governor-General, in Council, to do what ho thought best, and, in 
fact, if the administration of the kingdom of Oude do not improve, 
in that case the Jlembcrs of the Council will agree witli the 
Governor-General that they must execute the power left to them 
whenever they may think proper. Acting in accordance with 
this view, Lord "William Bentinck wrote to the King, on the 5th 
Januarv-, 1835, strictly enjoining the King to improve and repair 
his inal-administration, and to observe the articles of the treaty, 
besides many other passages of his letter, which all tended to show 
the same thing. One passage of his letter is to this cIVect: ‘ That 
his Majesty would clearly undei'Stand, however his relation stands 
witli us according to the treaty, especially when an extreme mal- 
administration takes place,’ then it would become necessary to act 
as he (the Governor-General) might think advisable ; and that 
such a course of action was not optional to him, but absolutely 
necessary,’ 

“ It is now three years since a letter was addressed to his late 
Majesty, of blessed memory, to this purport: — ‘That the mal- 
administration of the kingdom of Oude is extreme ; necessary 
arrangements must be made for its reparation ; and I feel 
extremely sorry' that the Moder-ool-!Mahom has been obliged to 
resigii his oflice, which was contrary fb the wish of the Besident. 
Notwithstanding this, your Majesty has dismissed him on your 
accession to the throne, and appointed another, contrary to the 
advice of the Resident ; and, according to the Treaty, the 
Governor-General has power to insist upon your Majesty adopting 
the counsel and friendly advice of the Resident, -But your Majesty 
IS answerable for all bad administration. Such has been written 
to you through the Resident, who has r-cceived orders to assist 
and advise in the improvement of the country with tlio present 
Minister, who has been appointed by your Slajosty. ATid be 
assured that, so long as the Moder-ool-Maliom will respect with 
honour, sincerity, and integrity, the rights of the King and of the 
people, the Resident will assist him with heart and soul. I regret 
to hear that mal-administvation is still extreme with respect to the 
judicial and revenue administration of the Oude territoi-y. And 
also it is to be regretted that your Majesty, a few weeks after your 
accession to the throne, being instigated by some ill-designed 
person, ordered several of the Hindoo pagodas to be razed ; and 
™any similar wrong-doings have come to my knowledge, such as 
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if I were to describe them all, vould cause a very great ikal of 
unpleasant feeling It sufliccs to say that during such a course 
of conduct, many act» of oppression and tyranny Ime been 
proved, and authenticated beyrad ill doubt, and confinnetl by 
the Reports of the officers appointed on the borders of the king 
dom of Oude On hearing these circumstances, I did not tlimk 
It projwr to wnle to you upon the sulycct immcdnttJy, Jlunkmg 
that on my way to Calcutta I nould explain tlicm to your Jlajesty 
verbally m a fnendiy manner At mu auspicious anil august 
penod of your Majesty’s acctssion to the throne it is desirablu to 
ameliorate your system of govenmient, and such orders as your 
Majesty may deem necessary for the amelioration it is your 
JlajCity’s duty to communicate fully to die people, m onlir tint 
they may bo fully sensible of your Slajcsty’s mlcntiun to improve 
the Govemniont and rebevc oppression iour Majesty’s good 
nimt depends upon your at once protecting your people from 
oppression and heavy taxation, and thereby saving them from 
dcsfniction and ruination 

“ In caso of delaying the execution of this policy, it lias lx en 
detonnmed by the llntisli Covemment to take the Tnamgcmuit 
of the kingdom of Oude under llieir ow'n nulliority lU form will 
l,ivp your Majesty a good name Should this not taku place 
(which Ood forbid), the iierformance of mv duty mil caiuo m. 
profound regret, becaus*. it is my sincere dcuro tliat our allies 
should ever continue to mamtam tlicir pomp and rmk 

“Taking into consideratiou jour Majesty’s incx{x?neriee in 
these matters, I d ) not propose to carry into cllvct tht dirccti in' 
of the Court of Directors, nor do I widi to make your Mnjo'ty 
ansttcrablc for the oppression of your ancistors , iior can I nix’d 
tint the removal ol the bod system of nili, could bo at ona 
ilTiitcil, but die immediatu exertion and ciulcaiuur of ymr 
'lajesty are essential And be assured that, whatever tin. li "h’*' 
(lovtrnmtnt may do to pn-ventand remeily tla bad usages of die 
Imveniment of your countrj, it will nolaffitt your rights or Jowir 
you III vimr dignity Ivow, what I have orringcd will U Kxn 
j ut to tht test 11 e Rn^lish Gmcrinncnt will end avour, M fw 
a.> jiossible, to protect tin. Rayots without nlioliditrig the oi l 
cn>toras To carry out such a design is dillicull , but lU fulld 
incut dtpcmls chielly upon jour Alajt sty’s hearty co-oi>cnti m 
mill tie Motlof ool Mttliom anil dio R ndml, mil on joeif 
a 'oimmi of such measur«*s lu maj tend to a goo<l rcult, as 
occiirreil III tht f ill iwing iD'tanco — 

‘ 'Jilt i)niicili.Jity ofNo,.poor,t!iemlniiiii tr I norwnen*’* 
assumtd by tht I’nlisli oflictn, a i / <'cm » ale otrr » *' ‘ ' 
/•rmrr btentrs Tit* ns«'t bos s"c«nty la de “ f 
Sovereign, tht increast of the hniiiie, an I iht tranfj'iili 1/ ® J ’ 
subjects inwirwl Tht first step sliould be dm, to a'ci'rt-ain i 
income of tvtry town, amf then to Hx a certain inodtraiu sum o 
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taxalioii tlicrcon, tliat the Eayots may know the sum of tlicir 
expenditure. This arrangement is to endure for not less than five 
years, and then it is not to be set aside ithout the concurrence of 
the Resident. It is necessary that tliis new regulation should take 
cflect mthin two years before tlie beginning of Fusslee 1258; 
and, after the lajise of this period, the British officers will 
ascertain what is the result of this new arrangement. But if 
the Governor-General shall Icani that, during this period, the 
tyranny and oppression of the people is not diminished, then he 
will feel himself justified in interfering and exercising the power 
which, by nrtne of the treaty, is left to him. The minister will 
forward a report of the circumstances to the Governor-General, at 
tlie end of each season. And this could be done j)rivately, as 
perhaps the publication of such a measure may be hurtful to your 
Majesty’s feelings. And if your Jilajesty’s officers should be unable 
to cany on the business, and should require assistance of British 
officcre, the Government will readily assist your Jlajcsty. These 
ollicers will occasionally visit the interior, and will see with their 
ovm eyes any mal-administration, and will remedy it by having 
the new arrangement continued; but as to the details of this 
arrangement, the minister 'will consult the Resident ; and if your 
Majesty will act sincerely, you will accordingly observe, as tlie 
results, within two years, that oppression will be removed, and 
that without the least prejudicing your authority, power, or 
the customs of tlie countiy. And if your Majesty will not adopt 
these • recommendations, or, once adopting tliem, afterwards 
abandon the same, your Majesty well knows what course will be 
pursued by the Rritish Government, and all the Princes will know' 
that, in the fii-st instance, a friendly adrice has been tendered to 
your Majesty, and that what may happen will have been caused 
by your Majesty. 

“ The large army which is kept up in Oude is contraiy to the 
treaty of 1801; and it is provided in the treaty that Nawaub 
IVuzier-ool-Momolik may retain an army of four battalions of 
infantry, one of maw-attees, 2,000 horse, and 300 artillerj-men ; 
and, also, it is well known that, in the treaty of 1837, whatever 
w'as said about the aimy, it remains wiiolty unobserved. Row', 
your Majesty keeps up an army of 5,000 gunners and 400 guns, 
4,000 horse, 44,000 foot. .To keep such an army is to coerce the 
Rayots in collection ; and if this anny is diminished, the Rayots 
w'ill become rebels, and set up tlieir ow'n government. But the 
new sy’stem of arrangement will be pleasing to the Rayots ; the 
I'eduction of the army then will be easy, and the income will 
increase. The judicial administration and the appointment of a 
Court of Justice is very necessary ; and my earnest prayer to your 
Majesty is, that the remonstrance of the Resident as to tlie em- 
ployment of the singers, musicians, and other unworthy people in 
high stations, being highly improper, should be attended to. As 
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I hear that your Majesty has, in necordanee i^ath the adncc of the 
Uesident, turned out those hnr people infesting j-our 3laje«ty’s 
Court, and who liavo cn««cd your Mijesty to have a bad name, so, 
for the future, I earnestly hope you will dismiss the low and had 
people from your Court, m which proceeding your Majc t% will 
show much msdoirty as it b most esseotiil ilierefore 1 hare to 
ask your Majesty to giro an answer to all these matters in detail, 
Within one week, through the Kesident, who will forwsrtl it tamo 
and if your Majesty pleases, you may communicate on the minor 
points lerbalJy with the Minister and iiie Jlesident In nnUng 
all this, 1 assure your Majesty that the English Gosernment has 
KO ohjfei tcMfrfr except to enaWejour Majesty, as one of themo't 
supreme of all the Princes of fndia, wisely and properly to execute 
all my fnendly adricCs, and to ob^rve Ac treaties and consen 
tions faithfully, and so exer to le adding spfrnifetir to your throne, 
and that the tlayots may be protected, tnan which nothing coukl 
be more gratifying to me And now be assured that I am nlwayi 
looking for jour Majesty’s welfare and prosperity, becau'O them 
exists a Tory great and ancient amity and friendship between j our 
Kfnjesty and the Bnush GoTomment. I hope tins tm^ bo c>er 
lasting that your Majeny’s pomp and dignity may be increasing, 
and that tho Rayots may be contented anil satisfied 

(Signed) “lIARDiKOr" 

(Tfiie Translation ) 
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